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CHAP. XXXL. 


RS. HenNeR and I ſet out at the very 
moment ſhe had appointed; for I ſoon 
found, that ſhe was as regular as a pen- 
dulum. I could have wiſhed ſhe had borne a 
more extenſive reſemblance to a clock; conſtant 


ticking, indeed, might have been too much; but 


had ſhe ſtruck, though it had been only once an 
hour, it would have been a great relief to me; for 
I felt an ardent longing to talk, convinced by 
her ſex and age, that ſhe was, by inclination, lo- 
quacious, I hoped to vanquiſh her obſtinate ſilence, 
by the force of temptation ; and, accordingly aſk- 
ed her various queſtions, and ſuch as I thought 
might be moſt intereſting, but without the leaſt ef- 
fect, not a ſingle word in anſwer could I obtain; 
and, at laſt, deſiſted in deſpair; keeping the. reſt 
of the day an inviolable ſilence. . 
- As I had for a conſidetable time, no employ but 
gazing at my fellow travcller's outward form, I 
will make your ladyſhip my companion in it, by 
deſcribing her to you. Mrs. HERNER was alittle 
woman near fifty years of age, very thin and 
brown; with a very long noſe and chin, hollow: 
cheeks, wide mouth, ſcarcely any eye-brows, and: 
light grey eyes; which, however, were not void. 
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of a ſweetneſs, denoting ſome portion of good hu- 


mour in the mind that animated them. Dejecti- 
on and humiliation appeared in her whole aſpe&; 
her air, and every look, were prim and demure. 

I once ſaw Mrs. HERNER before I was taken 
priſoner by her couſin, ard then learnt a little of 
her hiſtory, which I ſhall impart. 
Mrs. HERNER had originally a moderate fortune, 
and, on the death of the marchioneſs's mother, who 
-was her couſin-german, and intimate friend, ſhe 
took the marchioneſs to live with her, being moved 
to compaſſion by her being left intirely deſtitute of 
a proviſion. Mrs. HERNER, from the time ſhe firſt 
decame poſſeſſed of her fortune, lived above her in- 
come; and though ſhe perceived the principal was 
every year decreaſing, ſhe had not prudence to re- 
trench. The rank in which ſhe lived, gave fair op- 
portunity to the marchioneſs's charms, to win her 
a more laſting proviſion than ſhe could have receiv- 
ed from Mrs. HERNER; accordingly, before ſhe 
was eighteen, the marquis of TREN TE ſaw her, 
and becoming truly enamoured, married her; but 
lived a very ſhort time after, raiſing her to the rank 
and fortune, which gave birth to her uncontrouled 
inſolence. | 5 $951 | 
Mrs. Hzxnex's fortune laſted a very few years 
beyond this marriage; and, by a ſtrange fatality, 
ſhe ſpent to the laſt ſhilling before ſhe attempted to 
leſſen her expences, When ſhe had no longer means 
to ſupport them, the marchioneſs ſeemed to hold 
out the hand of conſolation to her, inviting her 
home; but the poor woman ſoon found that pride, 
not generoſity, offered her this neceſſary relief; for 
the marchioneſs made her exchange poverty for 
wretchedneſs. She eſteemed ſo highly an at ſhe 
was bound in duty to perform, that leſt Mrs. Hzr- 
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ly, and expected, in return for her charity, that ſhe 
ſhquld undertake the care of her family, and com- 
ply with every inclination her ladyſhip ſhould con- 
. deſcend to . ſignify. Her paſſions were extremely 
violent, and never appeared in ſuch full Juſtre, as 
when her unhappy couſin was the object; for as 
ſhe had no other dependence, ſhe knew ſhe muſt en- 
dure all. 


Thus the poor woman, for a ſubſiſtence, ſold | 


herſelf to the moſt abje& ſlavery: but ſhe was too 
proud to take any other means of gaining a ſupport. 
Pride that licks the duff, The had, but no true ſpi- 
rit; for to pacify the marchioneſs in her furies, ſhe 
would deſcend to the meaneſt flattery, and was ruled 
by a frown, or a nod. From a continual ſervile com- 
pliance with the will of another, ſhe loſt all liberty 
of thought, of which only one's own meanneſs can 
deprive one. She entirely forgot the method of pro- 
nouncing the word No; her language was compoſed 
of nothing but expreſſions of aſſent and affirmatives; 
and ſhe would contradict her own ſenſes, as often 
as her violent and capricious couſin, happened to 


err. So accuſtomed to obey, ſhe ſcarcely could 


find out terms that would expreſs her refuſal of the 
liberty ſhe dared not grant me. I ſometimes miſ- 
took her negatives for conſent, and ſhould not have 
diſcovered my error, had ſhe not checked me, when 
I was going to act in conſequence of it 
In this /zvely manner did we travel for three days, 
without accident or interruption. But, the night 
of the third, as I was beginning to undreſs myſelf, 
after having fat a little time meditating on my de- 
plorable ſituation, I was alarmed with the cry of 
4 fire, murder, rape, beaſt, brute, ſavage!“ The 
clamour I could diſtinguiſh to come from Mrs. Hzr- 
NER's room, and, thinking myſelf bound in duty to 
aſſiſt even my enemy, I ran to try what I could do 
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towards her relief. When I entered, I perceived 
her with a double towel round her head, by way of 


night; cap, in a ſhort ragged bed-gown, ſtanding by a 


bed, in which was a man who held faſt by one cor- 
ner of her little jerkin. I did not comprehend the 
motive for this detention, conſequently knew not 
the cauſe of her fear; but, ſenſible that I alone was 
not ſufficient to reſcue her from the arms of this gi- 
ant, I attempted to open a door in the paſſage, in 
order to call in more uſeful people, but found it 
locked, the conſequence of my gaoler's care of me. 
Had I not been ofa moſt charitable diſpoſition, re- 
ſentment might have prompted me to let her ſuffer 
by the means ſhe had taken to prolong my captivi- 
ty; but I conquered the impulſe, and taking the 
key out of her pocket, let in our hoſteſs, and ſome 
of her ſervants, who, like myſelf, had been attraQ- 
ed by the noiſe. ; | 

Our landlady I found more equal to the taſk than 
I was; ſhe ſoon reſcued the timorous virgin, telling 
the'gentleman with a very ſonorous voice, that, 
* ſhe wondered he, who was a juſtice of the peace 
ee and guarum ſhould ſo diſturb a quiet family; for 
ec her part, ſhe would not ſuffer ſuch normous beha- 
ec viour in her houſe, not even by his honour*s wor- 
cc 1 e : : 
He, with a voice that denoted much fleepineſs, 
replied, © Woman, hold thy brawling ; I have not 
&« diſturbed. thy curſed houſe; I was ſleeping quietly 
c when that wench waked me. She has a mind 
& to coy it a little now, but the jade was willing 
* enough to come to bed to me before I aſked her. 
* did not want company; but I ſcorn to diſappoint 
© a woman; and I ſhall have her ſtill for all thy cla- 
© mour; for I know ſhe is kind at bottom.” 

At this declaration, Mrs. HERNER ſcreamed: out, 
* O ſave me! preſerve my honour ! Do not let the 
wicked wretch come near me;“ and caught * 

| candle 
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HzRNER, but being much more nimble, I ran out 
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candle to light her in her flight. Being obliged to 
paſs by the ſide of the bed, in order to get to the 
door, the man had a much more perfect view of the 
affrighted fair than he had betore, whoſe appear- 
ance, I muſt - confeſs, was not very alluring; for 
her lips were greaſed with tallow; her eyes done 


thinly over with a dark coloured ointment, and the 


reſt of her face covered with thick cream not quite 


dry; and through ſome © chinks which time had 


cc made” in her bed-gown, her yellow ſkin ſhone re- 
fplendent ; ſo like gold, through a netted purſe, that 
it could charm nothing but a mifer. He beheld her 


with aſtoniſhment for near a minute, and then with 


all the appearance of ſcorn and diſtaſte that his coun- 
tenance could wear, which was better ſuited to ſuch 
expreſſions, than to any of a gentler kind, he eried 


out, Wicked wretch ! — not ſo wicked as to want 
* thy company, thou witch, thou monſter, full 
cc light would better have obtained thy releaſe than 
« all thy ſtruggling. Have fuch a hag as thee by 


my fide! 1 had rather have Fowler or my crop 


6 horſe for my bed-fellow.” This adventure ſhock- 


ed me ſtrangely; there feemed an enorinity of 


wickedneſs in this man that amazed me; but yet, 


when he had thus addreſſed a figure, which had ſur- 


prized me almoſt as much as it had done him, I 


could not reſtrain a ſmile. As I was near the can- 
dles, he perceived it, and looking at me (after the 


ſhort preface of an oath) That's a pretty laſs, 
« faith,“ faid he, © and looks good-natured and 
« merry. I love a hoddy girl hugely, that will 
© make one laugh, and laugh with one, and ſhare a 
«© pot of good October, when a man has no better 


<. company; ſuch a wench is worth fighting for; 


and, I will have her inſtead of thee, thou ſuccu- 
«© bus, who art nothing like a woman but in thy 
% brawling,” I was not more valiant than Mrs. 
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of the room with the utmoſt ſpeed. Not unmind- 


ful of the opportunity of the double eſcape I had to 


effect; and as deſirous of getting free from woman 
as from man, I ran through the door I had 

and got into the yard; but was there overtaken by 
Mrs. HERNER in freſco, as before, with the reſt 
of the family at her heels. 

As ſoon as I diſappeared, ſhe recolleQed the de- 
fire I might have; and not finding me in my room, 
was as clamorous at my eſcape, as ſhe had been a- 
bout her own detention. Without ſtaying for an in- 
creaſe of cloathing, ſhe ran after me; and, it is no- 
wonder that, unincumbered by the weight of dreſs, 
ſhe overtook me, whoſe flight had been retarded by 
not knowing where to go. I cannot pretend to ſay, 
what vengeance I might have taken at being thus diſ- 
appointed of my purpoſe, had not the ſervants of the 
inn revenged my cauſe with fome ſucceſs, by hooting 
at her figure, and burſting into ſuch immoderate 
peals of laughter, that our hoſteſs, at laſt thought it 
incumbent on her to reſent it; and with a ſhrill pipe, 
cried out, What do the villains mean & muſt you 
* affront a gentlewoman truly? did you never ſee 
«©. a woman in her ſmock before? If madam's lips 
© are chapped and her eyes ſore, what's the matter 
« of that, it is no body's buſineſs but her own, ſure ! 
& ſuch fine tallow as we. burn, would not (difgrace- 
© the mouth of: the firſt dutches in the land; it is as 
e ſweet as a nut, and much more bealinger than all 
<. their curous ſalves. As for her eyes, why: eyes 
« ſhould be black, ſhould not they? and what th 
* nifies whether outſide or in, or inſide or out, fs 
much the ſame thing.” 

This eloquent oration a little lulpended the lau gh; 
but they took in no more matter for mirth, that he 
time might not be loſt, ſtaring without interrupti- 
on at the object of it; for the good landlady, de- 
termined Mrs. HERNIR ſhould hear how well ſhe 
defended 
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defended: her cauſe, kept faſt hold of her, till her 
flow of oratory ceaſed. When we were conducted 
up ſtairs, I was again locked up till morning, and 


then I attended Mrs. HERNER, to whom another 


room had been given. At breakfaſt, our landlady 
came to pay her compliments of enquiry after the 
health of the poor affrighted lady, which was not a 
little impaired by the night's adventure, her fears 
laſting longer than her danger; for ſhe told us, it 
communicated itſelf even to her dreams. 

As ſhe condeſcended to talk with our hoſteſs, tho“ 
not to converſe with me, I learnt the occaſion of 
the diſturbance, which was no other than a ſmall 
error in the gentleman whoſe intelleQs were a little 
troubled by too hard drinking; in celebration of a fox 
chaſe, in which he had been engaged that day; for 
in going up ſtairs to bed, he had miſtaken Mrs. 
* room for his own, and taken poſſeſſion 
OT it, | 

In the courſe of this converſation, I found nothing: 
had fo ſenſibly hurt Mrs. HERNER, as the ſquire's 
affronting her charms. When ſhe had heard our 
hoſteſs's account, ſhe ſaid, that © Indeed, by his 
++ ſtrange boiſterouſnefs, ſhe, at firſt ſuſpected he 
* had drank a little too much, but did not find out 
** till afterwards, how totally he was deprived of his 
*© ſenſes; of one ſenſe at leaſt, for the man was 
“certainly blind. The hurry and buſtle that en- 
** ſued, ſhe. ſuppoſed had encreaſed the effects of 
the ſiquor; for he ſeemed in full poſſeſſion of his 
judgment, at firſt, only his paſſions were a lit- 
** tle too much elevated, to bear with proper com- 
** poſure the view of temptation.” Thus attributing 
to the fumes of intoxication, the honeſt impulſe of 
nature, which made diſguſt the conſequence of a full 
view of her perſon. | oP 

Mrs. HERNER hinted, that it was incumbent on 


him as a gentleman to aſk pardon for the outrage 


he 
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he had committed. So I told him, madam,” 
replied the landlady, and what think you he an- 
* ſwered to this? Why, truly, taking me very ſhort, 
* and ſwearing like a trooper, he ſaid, not he, he 


< ſhould aſk no pardon, nor make no defences; he 


„had made the gentlewoman a very civil proffer, 
** ſhe might not receive the like of many a day; 
* and, he thought, if ſhe believed him in earneſt, 
*© ſhe had more reaſon to come and thank him, than 
* he to aſk her any pardons. Oh! madam, he is 
* a ſad ribaldry gentleman, added the landlady. “ 

I ſaw Mrs. HERNER could have excuſed the 
warmth of the good woman's reſentment, which led 


her to ſo faithful a repetition of the ſquire's 


words, but with ſome change of colour, ſhe, at laſt, 
ſagaciouſſy obſerved, © that every one had a ſenſe 


© only of the charms of their own ſpecies. She ne- 


ver heard of a bat that preferred the elegant phea- 


* fant to its own leather-winged race, nor of a 


% hedge hog, that was not fonder of its own ſhape- 
* leſs kind, than of the beautiful peacock.” | 
Our converſation ended with breakfaſt, and w 
left the inn to proceed on our journey, that now 
drew to a concluſion; which, as I had received a 
ſtrange notion of the confuſion in inns, from what 
I had experienced, would not have been a diſagree- 
able circumſtance to me, had I not flattered myſelf, 
that from it, ſome opportunity of an eſcape might 
ariſe. | | 


— 


CHAP. XXXII. 


UR landlady had entertained us with an invec- 
tive = drunkenneſs, (though her com- 
plexion bore ſome tokens of leſs inveteracy againſt 
that vice) which employed my thoughts for part of 
the day. Nothing I had ſeen in this country more 
| aſtoniſhed 
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RH 
aſtoniſhed me, than that, for ſo trifling a pleaſure 
as liquor could afford, any one ſhould relinquiſh rea- 
ſon, that beſt gift of the great creator. It is incon- 
ſiſtent with the pride of man, thus to deſtroy the 
ſource of all his inſolence and preſumption. But the 


terms in which this vice was reproached offended me. 


«© The debaſing themſelves to the condition of 
6 brutes, was an expreſſion I thought very unjuſt. 
Perhaps, many, even when not intoxicated, -have n6 
right to be enrolled in ſo honourable a claſs ; but 
when deprived of all ſenſe and reaſon, furely they 
ought not to be compared to that generation, who 
act conformably to the will of their creator, and to 
their rank amongſt the animal tribes. Some, indeed, 
by living amongſt mankind, loſe a little of their na- 


tive temperance, and acquire bad qualities; ſuch is 


the force of example ! void of knowledge of good and 
evil, they are qualified to walk in the way ordained 
for them, but not to reſiſt the infection of the grand 
corruptor, man. | | 
There is nothing ſo mean, as people who are ar- 
tificially inſenſible; vegetation produces more uſe- 
ful materials; a tree, for inftance, properly manu- 
factured, ſupports a paſſenger, fills up a gap, or if 
worn out by long ſervice it ſhould be condemned, it 
blazes to warm us, fulfils its part, and is a uſeful 
member among created beings, in compariſon of a - 
man addicted to drunkenneſs. But, perhaps, your 
ladyſhip will think I put an affront both on you and 
myſelf, by exclaiming at fo undeſerving a ſubject, 
unworthy of employing your thoughts, and my pen; 


. therefore, I will leave it for my journey, which end- 


ed the evening we left our turbulent inn. 

We arrived at the marchioneſs's caſtle, a little 
before it was dark, which afforded me an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing it, though the view did not greatly con- 
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We firſt paſſed a moat, over which was a bridge 
ſo impaired by time and damp, that it threatened 
us with no ſmall chance of viſiting the frogs, who 


inhabited underneath. I could not help thinking, 


that they ſaw us approach, and taking us for the 
ſucceſſor of their former-king, the hoarſe nation 
was once more ready to croak, “ god ſave king 
Los; but I afterwards found the, noiſe was 
uſual, and only the reſult of numbers, from which 


among frogs as well as men, a general hum ariſes. 


The caſtle was then tottering with age and may 
now, perhaps, by the irreſiſtible arm of old time, 
be levelled to the ground; therefore, I ſhall ſpeak 
of the fabrick only in the paſt tenſe. The rooms 
were extremely large, wainſcotted with oak, which 
was turned almoſt as black as ebony; and all the 


light that entered was from ſmall caſements, with a 


larger proportion of lead and iron than glaſs. The 
chimneys were as big as the arch of a large bridge. 
The beds were higher than ſome rooms, and all 
the furniture large and clumſy, except the 
chairs, whoſe. ſeats were ſtuffed with admirable 
art, being harder than a tennis-ball, and riſing in 
the middle in imitation of a pyramid. 

'The hall was hung round with a moſt uncomely 
repreſentation of the marquiſs of 'TRENTE's anceſ- 
tors, except in two flips, which were filled with 
rolls of parchment of a prodigious length, bearing, 
in the figure of a tree, the genealogy of the whole 
race: if a poor babe died in its birth, its memory 
was ſtill preſerved, under the dignifying repreſenta- 
tion of a little twig; but, a miſcarriage was ho- 
noured no farther than in being marked, as a knot 


in the trunk. I could not but admire this care, 


leſt vanity ſhould die for want of food, where few 


flatterers could come without feeling their conſci- 


ences fo affected by the ſolemnity of the place, as 


muſt have reduced them to ſpeak truth. The gar- 
en 
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den was not, in extent, equal to the ſize of the houſe ; 
but what there was of it, was laid out in narrow gravel 
walks, then over-grown with weeds, bordered with 
box, and ornamented in quarters with yew ſwans, lau- 
rel bears, holly dogs, and box chickens ; their colours 
happily variegated by the dead branches, which made 
up about three quarters of the animal; to the great 
eaſe of the gardener, who was, thereby, ſaved the 
care -of watching over this his creation, left their 
ſhapes ſhould be deſtroyed by the irregular growth 
of ſome luxuriant branches. The wall of the gar- 
den was almoſt the extent of our proſpect. We 
were not in the ſeaſon for flowers; but had all the 


„ perfumes of Arabia“ been diſperſed about the 


houſe, they could not have got the better of the 
ſtench ariting from the moat... ; 

You may imagine that our ſituation was better 
ſuited to the dark, than to the day; but, in this, 

ou are miſtaken; for the horrors of the night ex- 

ceeded all the diſmal proſpects the ſun could ſhew , 
us. With the twilight our concert began. The 
firſt performance was a great houſe-dog, that would 
ſuffer no noiſe but his own, inceſſantly howling. or 
barking. Every hearth was full of crickets, | that 
chirped the live long night, but had none of thoſe 
lively notes, which MiLToN celebrates as the found 
of mirth. The old towers of the houſe were filled 
with owls of every ſort, who, by their hoarſe hoot- 
ing, and their ſhrill ſhrieking, bore no inconſiderable 
part in the concert, of which the froggery made the 
baſe. Theſe vocal performers were accompanied 
by all the modulations of a bleak winter's wind, 
which gathering in various paſſages of that rambling 
houſe, made a continual whiſtling, even in the mild- 
eſt weather, roared in the chimneys, and blew in at 
a thouſand crevices in the ſhattered wainſcot. 

Diſmal as this ſcene muſt appear, I found, that 


had I not retained very ſtrong affections for abſent 4 
pokes Jecs, 
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jeQs, I could have been happy even here, if every 
face had not worn an air of wretchedneſs. Exclud- 
ing the ſuffering hours of reflexion, I was the only 
perſon 1n the place that did not appear in ſuch a deep 
and ſettled deſpondency, as made me fear that I 
ſhould, at ſome time, find all the family hanging in 
their garters; as I had learnt, that, it was no un- 
common thing in this kingdom, for people to ſign 
their own paſſports into the next world, as ſoon as 
they are tired of this. | 
A general melancholy ran through every ſpecies; - 
there was a monkey who was ſo infected by his ſi- 
tuation, that he might have walked chief mourner 
at a funeral; a parrot who, ceaſing to be articulate, 
uttered no ſound but that of a piteous ſigh. The 


| ſervants had ſlit a magpy's tongue, in order to make 


it as converſible as themſelves, but had never been 
able to teach it any other words than heigh-ho! the 
kittens were there, from the hour of their birth, 
more ſerious than old cats, who have, in other pla- 
ces, been the inſeparable. companions of antient 
virgins. There was not a lamb, colt, or any other 
creature, however youthful, that did not walk with 
more ſolemnity than an archbiſhop in a publick pro- 
ceſſion. | | 

Poor Mrs. HERNER was full as miſerable as my- 
ſelf or any of the inhabitants: grief had ſo relaxed 
every muſcle, that there were none but long taces 
in the houſe. Mrs. HERNER's fell away very faſt, 
and, I dare ſay, had we ſtayed a month longer, 
would have come up to the general ſtandard. I can- 
not but confeſs I felt mine lengthen conſiderably; tho? 
I was treated with great lenity by my gaoler, who 
kindly ſtudied my eaſe and convenience, as far as the 
place would permit; but kept as ſtrictly to her vow 
of ſilence, as if it had been the road to ſalvation. 
The greateſt indulgence ſhe could grant me, was, 
in giving me leave to frequent a library, wins 4 
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found ſome good hiſtories. Here, when I could 


baniſh reflection, and the regret which was the con- 


ſequence of it; I could, for ſome hours, enjoy the 
pleaſures of ſociety, and forgetting the lonely ſoli- 
tude to which I was confined, could tranſport my- 
ſelf to ſcenes of hurry and tumult, and amuſe my- 
ſelf with a conſtant courſe of novelty. But it was 
ſeldom I could bring myſelf into a proper temper to 
taſte this pleaſure; and the ſeldomer, as the damp- 
neſs of the place, joined with vexation and anxiety 
ſoon affeQted my health. | 
The country around us was all quagmires and 
bogs, which rendered it impoſſible to take any ex- 
erciſe at that ſeaſon of the year, except in the me- 
lancholy garden; and though I had no objeQtion to 
walking “ with the beaſt, joint-tenant of the ſhade,” 
yet I could not extend my love of ſociety to the rep- 
tile likewiſe, and the garden was ſo over-run with 
frogs and toads, that it was impoſſible to walk there, 
without having multitudes of them for companions. 
This total want of exerciſe, I ſuppoſe, had ſome 
ſmall ſhare in impairing my conſtitution, having 
been always uſed to a contrary way of life: I was 
ſo ſenſible of ſuffering from it, that nothing but ex- 
perience could convince me, that there was no poſ- 
ſibility of going beyond the moat; however, having 
been almoſt ſwallowed up in a bog, and giving my 
guard (for I was not permitted to ſtir without one) 
a violent cold, I had no great inclination for any fur- 
ther attempt; and leſs ſtill was any one inclined to 
accompany me. 
We had not been many days in our ſolitude, be- 
fore we received a viſit from Mr. SouTH, a young 
clergyman in the neighbourhood ; a very well bred, 
ſenſible, and worthy man, of an exceeding 
family, and educated ſuitably to it ; but being the 
younger of many brothers, he was glad to accept 
of a living near this place, though the manners of 
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the neighbouring gentlemen were not agreeable to 
him. However, he converſed leſs with them than 
with his books, and the poor of the pariſh, whom 
he much viſited in order to inſtru& and guide their 
minds, and learn and relieve their neceſſities; for 
he denied himſelf. many of the gratifications of 
life, in order to communicate to others, the con- 
veniences and comforts which they could not af- 
ford themſelves. He ſacrificed his money to their 
indigence, and his time to their inſtruction; ad- 
ing the part of ſchool-maſter to the children, as 
well as that of a truly ſpiritual guide to their pa- 
rents. From one of ſuch a diſpoſition every viſit 
muſt be welcome; and I could perceive, was not 
leſs ſo to Mrs. HERNER than myſelf ; for ſhe preſſ- 
ed him to repeat them, which he did as often as 
his leiſure would permit; for to a man who ſo labo- 
riouſly performs his duty, a large pariſh is almoſt a 
conſtant employ ; and, though we flconr per- 


ceive, and, I was afterwards more fully convinced, 
that his pleaſanteſt occupation was viſiting us, yet 
would he not ſuffer it to break in upon his duty. 
I have already obſerved, that Mr. SouTH's vi- 
ſits were agreeable, and your ladyſhip will not 
think this ſo improbable, as to require any farther 
aſſurance of it; but what will you fay, if I own, 
that the love of talking rendered other company 
eligible, who had no other recommendation than 
taking the embargo off my ſpeech, and ſuffering 
me to export a few thoughts, with which I was 
overſtocked ? depraved appetites are. apt to have 
ſtrange conſequences ; the love of talking, to thoſe 
with whom we. cannot converſe, argues great de- 
pravity of mind, and the reſult of it was, that I 
1 gue at the arrival of ſome country neighbours 
of whoſe intended viſit we had notice before they 
came, and as they were characters new and ſtrange 
to me, I will give you the account of them, 
ö | 1 which 
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which I learnt from Mr. Sour after their de- 


parture, as ſome excuſe for my being diverted 
with them, for 3 is allowed a 3 to en- 
tertain. 4 Vf a? NA 0 " 
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"CHAP. XXXII. 


HE marchioneſs of 'TRENTE was rendered a 
perſon of great conſequence to the ſportſ- 
men in the neighbourhood, by the poſſeſſids of a 
very extenſive manor. And to the deſire of court- 
ing her favour we owed the viſits we received 
from three; by name; Mr. Rohrond, Mr. 
DREI NG, and Mr. Gitzs. The two firſt were 
preceded by their wives, the latter by his wife and 
ſiſter; for the gentlemen did not think a viſit to 
two women a ſufficient recompence for giving up 
their uſual amuſements, and therefore, hunted all the 
way between their houſe and ours, which ſepara-- 
ted them from their families, who came early, to 
ſhew their deſire of being good neighbours. Mrs. 
GiLts and her ſiſter Mrs. MAR THA Girks, fat 
next me, and the latter being of a communica- 
tive temper, was grown ſo very intimate with me, 
that when the gentleman came in, ſhe was making 
me the confidante of, her political ſentiments, be- 
ginning by an enquiry after the.new pamphlets that 
had been lately publiſhed ; ** for that, the nation 
*« was now in ſuch imminent danger of loſing its 
4: liberty, that ſhe could not help being very deſi- 
© rous to peruſe all the ſchemes propoſed towards 
redreſſing the , grievances, we laboured under; 
adding that,“ an, additional inducement was the 
hope that ſome of them might convince her ſiſ- 
« ter, into how many errors ſhe was led by her at- 
** tachment to a monarchical government, -which 
1 blinded her to all the bleſſings of a re- 
4 1 . 
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5 publick. "Miſs, would you believe,” continued, 
this female politician, © that ſhe is ſo ſtrangely 
c prejudiced, as to deteſt the character of the great, 
*© the glorious OLIVER CROMWELL, and will not 
«« allow, there is any tolerable reaſoning, or in- 
«© deed, any thing but impious blaſphemies, in the 
< admirable books written to prove, that killing a 
"7 tyrant is no murder. She grieves with all the 
< ſolemnity of affliction every thirtieth of Fanug- 
* ry, and is as inconſolable, as if the perſon ſhe 
<*© moſt loves, was juſt expired. Then, miſs, ſhe 
© is proportionablyelated on the fatal day, wherein- 
** the glorious thread of CRowELL's life was cut 
and, old and aſthmatical as you fee her, ſings 
and dances like a diſtracted thing; nor has com- 
© plaiſance enough to me, to conceal the leaſt part 
© of her joy, though ſhe knows my ſoul is then over- 
© whelmed with forrow. Never believe me, miſs, 
<< if her room is not hung round with the pictures, 
7 in her phraſe, of the bleſſed martyrs, and yet 
© really, in other things, fiſter GILEs is a good 
4 ſort of a woman; and, were it not for theſe 
< prejudices, which ſhe has inbibed from the ſer- 
6 vile notions of thoſe that educated her, I ſhould 
& have been very happy in her friendſhip ; but ig- 
* norant of the charms of glorious liberty, ſhe is 
nas little able to bear any more entenſive view 
* of things, as I am able to endure her narrow- 
* neſs of mind.” | 

Mr. GLxs, it ſeems, knew his ſiſter too well, 
to be in doubt of the ſubje& on which he ſaw her 
ſo very loquacious, and cried out, what, you're 
© teizing miſs with your politicks, I ſuppoſe; 
cc what the devil have women to do with the na- 
e tion! you want a petticoat government, I war- 
© rant? was I king, I would make an univerſal 
& Salick law, that ſhould not allow you the go- 


« yernment of your own lap-dogs.” Sa 
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* Really, brother,“ replied Mrs. MAR THA, 
you but expoſe yourſelf by declaring your aver- 
% fion to the moſt intereſting of ſubje&s. How- 
ever meanly you may think of my ſex, I muſt 
inform you that my views are nobler than 
«* your's, and if you are contented to move in no 
* higher a ſphere than the dominion over your ſta- 
dle or dog-kennel, I find my genius leads me to 
reflect on the beſt manners of ruling a ſtate; I 
cannot help being anxious to ſee how things are 
ordered at the helm.“ NY 2 

* Helm!” exclaimed the ſquire, © fteer your 
„family; ſee if you are pilot enough to guide 
„that in its proper courſe. Go to your diſtaff, 
the proper female ſceptre. However trifling 
2 = may think the command of my dog-kennel, 
** I would not truſt you with the government of it, 
though l had not ſo valuable a bitch as Mopſey; 
„ who deſerves the care of the greateſt man in 
the nation.” 

With a look of the moſt ſovereign contempt, as 
diſdaining to return an anſwer, ſhe turned her back 
to him, and whiſpered me, ** this 1s always his 
*© way, miſs; would it not provoke a faint? but 
this is the conſequence of having an underſtand- 
ing more cultivated than the illiterate neighbour- 
* hood one has the misfortune to be born in, 
% people totally ignorant of the policies of nati- 
* ons. Their pride will not allow one any peace. 
He does not treat ſiſter GILES with any more 
ceremony; and, between you and me miſs, (but 
one would not have thoſe things repeated) ſhe 
once reſented this behaviour ſo much, that they 
were going to part upon it, and ſhe and I were 
*© to have lived together, removing to ſome place 
*© where we might have converſed with perſons of 
* more refined underſtandings. But while they 
« were — about the terms of a 'ſeparate 
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* maintenance, a political diſpute aroſe between 
& her and myſelf, which convinced me ſo fully of 
c the impoſſibility of ever bringing her to reaſon 
on that ſubject, that I declared againſt living with 
é her, and a reconciliation between them en- 
«© ed.? N ; | 

I know not when my political friend would have 
done talking, had ſhe not been interrupted by Mrs. 
DaRKinG, Who came up to me, and enquired af- 
ter the reigning diverſions in London; expreſſing great 
joy at ſeeing one, who was come from among 
& chriſtians, and compaſſionating. me, for having 
&* left them for a land of brutes.“ | 
Mrs. HERNER before any company came, ad- 
viſed me, on no account, to mention my being 
brought thither by force; but to pretend, that, a 
deſire of accompanying her, during her ſtay there, 
was my motive. Though I was ſenſible my taſte 
would not receive much honour from this conceal- 
ment, yet, as it was my intereſt not to offend her, 
and I perceived no advantage likely to accrue from 
refuſing to comply, I told her, that, as far as ſi- 
lence would give my detention the air of choice, 
I had no objection; but ſhe muſt excuſe my inti- 
mating a falſehood, much more my telling a pal- 
pable untruth. I now found ſhe. took this office 
on herſelf; for upon hearing Mrs. DarxinG's 
condolences, ſhe told her, I was not worthy of 
* her pity, ſince I had been ſo kind as to give her 
, my company, from the deſire of retiring from 
the hurry of London.” 

This gave Mr. DarxING an opportunity of ex- 
ultation, crying out, there's a wiſe young wo- 
c man now! ſo much wiſdom in youth, is marvel- 
“ lous. What a happy man her huſband will be, 
ce if marriage does not alter her as much as it did 
* my fool. See, Betty, how much a betterer figure 


that young gentlewoman makes than thee 5 
N | « wit 


- 


= 


O0 PH E LI 4 %hy 
“ with all thy whims, thy eier and nonſeiſi- 


cal fancies and whinings.”* 

Mrs. DARK1NG anſwered with an indolent air, 
“e that, the young lady would be a better judge of 
* her own taſte, when ſhe had lived a little among 
** brutes.” With a contemptuous {mile and fig- 
nificant glance, which very intelligibly told him, 
he was ſignified under the laſt are of het 
ſpeech.” 

This lady I afterwards learnt had enn bred in 
town, where, for a puniſhment of his ſins, Mr. 
DaRKiING was called by a law ſuit, in which he 
was engaged with a gentleman who ho buntes 
and killed a hare in his manor. 

While he was in London, he met with this lady, 
who, diſtitute of fortune, lived with a maiden 
aunt, of a temper by no means eaſy, and whoſe 
ſole fop ort was an annuity. The neceſſity of 
finding ſome more certain proviſion, 'made her 0- 
mit no endeavours to pleaſe ; and ſo general were 
her views, that her ſentiments changed with every 
unmarried man's opinion; whatever he ſeemed to 
like ſhe immediately became. 

This conformable diſpoſition led her to declare 
a deteſtation of a town-life, whenever Mr. DARK - 
ING was in company; and fo ſucceſsfully did ſhe 
expatiate on the ſweet innocence and tranquil regu- 
larity enjoyed in the country, that he was convin- 
ced her conformity to the gaieties of London, was 
a painful neceſſity, from which ſhe ſighed to be 
delivered. He had been a good deal 3 by 
her beauty, from the firſt time he had ſeen her, 
and this amiable diſpoſition compleated her con- 
queſt. But ſtill, warily determined to be certain 
of the happineſs which, he was inclined to think, 
muſt be the conſequence of his poſſeſſing ſuch a 
wife, he examined into her knowledge of family 
affairs, and was charmed to hear her talk of the 

| Ik. inſpeQing 
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inſpecting a dairy, and the well ordering a family, 
as the greateſt pleaſures in life, and as things in 
which ſhe was well ſkilled. All his doubts being diſ- 
pelled, he ventured to make his propoſals; and thro? 
meer œconomy overlooked her want of fortune. 
He had been early taught that wholeſome precept, 
that A penny ſaved is a penny got; and, learn- 
edly arguing on that principle, convinced himſelf, that 
ſo good a houſewife was the beſt treaſure, ſince no 
extraordinary ſettlements were demanded in conſi- 
deration of a woman's virtues; and therefore, his 
eſtate would not be tied up as if he married a great 
fortune; and, from hence he drew a concluſion in 
her favour, that“ Money ſaved, was money got.“ 
Mr. DARKIN G was not made to wait long for the 
lady's conſent; they had proverbs on their ſide, as 
much in recommendation of a ſpeedy marriage, as 
he had; there was no text on which the old aunt 
was more eloquent than Than that delays are 
« dangerous; Thoſe that will not when they 
«© may, Sc. c.“ © A bird in the hand is worth 
«© two in the buſh,” and ſome others to that pur- 
poſe; mortifying experience having fo fully convinced 
her of the juſtneſs of them, that ſhe rivalled the re- 
nowed Sax cHO PAN cho in retailing of proverbs. 
As ſoon as Mr. DARKkIN G was married, he conduQ- 
ed his bride to the country for which he had ſighed ; 
where he found that reflection is ſo infallible a ſource 
of wiſdom, that he might have acquired ſome from 
his favourite amuſements, which would have taught 
him, that the fowler never ſpreads the nets after 
having caught the birds. All the ſnares ſhe laid for 
him, appeared henceforward uſeleſs: art was now 
diſclaimed, ſhe freely ſhewed her diſlike of every 
thing ſhe had declared herſelf fond of, laughed at 
his triends, deſpiſed his neighbours, deteſted coun- 
try entertainments; never thought of economy, but 
3. + 
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to ſhew ſhe ſcorned ſuch'trifles'and low offices, and 
grew vapoured and peeviſh, oo 

Mr. Darxx1NG' was not ſo blinded by love, but 
that he grew outrageous at this diſappointment; for, 
however blind Cr m may be repreſented, the hy- 
meneal torch lights him ſo well, as to render him 
admirably quick ſighted to the' faults of a wedded 
mate. Cu pip as your ladyſhip muſt have perceived, 
in many inſtances, before he becomes linked with 
HymEN, is generally as different from what he is 
after that union, as a bee and a ſerpent: In the firſt 
ſtate his whole application is to gather fweets from 
every thing; there is not a circumſtance but he can 
make to produce ſomething valuable; but after this 
melancholy change, he as induſtriouſly collects poi- 
ſon; and, in the ſmalleſt trifles can diſcover. baleful 
qualities. If I was to undergo a metamorphoſis, it 
ſhould be of a bee into a ſerpent, as an allegorical 
deſcription of the transformation of a lover into a 
Huſband; a more diſmal change than that of the 
induſtrious ARACHNE into a ſpider, the melancholy 
PHILOMELA into a plaintive nightingale, or any o- 
ther that Ovip celebrates. But to put an end to a 
digreſſion, which, no one, from her own fate, has 
ſo little reaſon to make as myſelf, I ſhall return to 
this ill-matched pair. f | 

As Mr. DarxING was not bleſſed with delica 
of voice or manner, his rage broke forth into ſounds 
ſo harſh, and geſtures ſo alarming, as greatly terri- 
fied the gentle lady, and made her determine to en- 
deavour to comply with his inclination. But, during 
the trial, his dairy was ſpoiled through neglect and 
ignorance, his family and vifitors half-ſtarved ; for 
which he received no other apology, than, How 
** ſhould ſhe gueſs that the vulgar robuſt animals 
* would devour whole hecatombs,”* and all regula- 
rity baniſhed from his houſe ; the order for dinner 
being often forgot till the time it ſhould have been 
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ready. He ttied to make her uſeful by the ſame 
means, as he had brought her to attempt to obey 
him, but finding it eaſier to fright than to alter her, 
he gave her up as incorrigible; deſiring her to re- 
ſign the management of his houſe, and _ within 
the confines of her own apartment. 
Not long after this, Mrs. Daizine proved with 
child, which reſtored her to her huſband's favour, - 
as it ſhewed her of ſome uſe. She perceived, by his 
behaviour, how much he was intereſted in the fate 
of the unborn babe, and therefore, made it the 
means of acquiring ſome indulgencies, which other- 
wiſe would not have been granted to her. She daily 
encroached on the.liberties thus obtained, till, at laſt, 
ſhe ventured to expreſs a longing to lie-in in London, 
which, if diſappointed, ſhe feared, might prove fa- 
tal to the child. Mr. DaxxinG would have been 
truly alarmed, had he believed it could be marked 
with the repreſentation of any party of a town, he 
ſo much hated; but never having heard of that 
effect from any f ſuch longing,” he refuſed to com- 
ply, ſwearing, © no child of his ſhould breathe 
that pernicious air; he had ſuffered enough by 
going thither to make him careful to be the laſt 
of his family who ſhould ever run themſelves in- 
«© to any ſuch ſcrape.” But finding his lady ſick- 
ened, from the ſteadineſs with which he had ad- 
hered to this reſolution, he began to be under ſome 
apprehenſions for the conſequences; ſo to make her 
eaſier, he promiſed to carry her there, as ſoon 
as ſhe was recovered from her lying: in. This 
aſſurance kept up her ſpirits ſo well, that it enabled 
her to bring into the world a fine boy, who was 
joyfully received by his father; but the journey to 
London expired at the child's birth. It was a pro- 
miſe Mr. DaRkixe never meant to keep, nor 
could he be induced to perform it by her falling ill 
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on the diſappointment ; her health was no longer of 


importance. | | 

She had ſeveral more children, but found that her 
pregnancy was not to meet with the ſame indul- 
gencies after the valuable heir apparent was born. 
Mr. DarxING had the children brought up wild. 
Though the two youngeſt were danghters; yet he 
would not permit a maid ſervant to come near them, 
except q̃uſt to put on their cloaths ; the greateſt part 
of their time was ſpent in the ſtables, and the ſtable- 
boys were their play-fellows. 

The poor wife, who was in the contrary extreme, 
being the exceſs of delicacy, and thought a girl ought 
not to ſet eyes even on a baby, that was not of the 
feminine gender, looked on compliance in this point 
as criminal, from which aroſe a never ceaſing con- 
teſt between her and her huſband, whereby the 
children were the innocent ſufferers. Each ordered 
them to rebel againſt the commands of the other; 
ſhe chaſtiſed them, if they obeyed their father, and ht 
(as he called it) trounced them if they complied with 
their mother; till bythe double application of that 
great inſtructor the rod, they ſoon grew fo exceeding; 
wiſe, as to deſpiſe both their parents, learning from 
each the other's foibles and errors, much ſooner than 
their own underſtandings could have diſcovered them. 

Mrs. RUMFORD, the only lady that now remains 
unmentioned, was much bettet ſuited to her ſitua- 
tion. Nature ſeemed to have formed her for the 
care of her houſe and dairy; and had not Mr. Rem 
FORD declared her to be the wife of his hoſom, one 
might have taken her for his cook or his dairy-mafd ; 
though poetry has been ſo much the friend of the lat- 
ter claſs, that to have gueſſed her one wonld Have 
been no fmall compliment. She was as miichetarinl 
ed with my ſuppoſed love of the country as Mr. 
DARKIXG, and was very cloquent in behalf of the 
pleaſures of domeſtick buſineſs. My regard for 
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truth would ſcarcely ſuffer me to receive the praiſes 


given me with fo little reaſon, and I believe, I 
ſhould not have permitted them to continue in their 
error, could I have prevailed on myſelf to have ex- 
Poſed any one to ſo much contempt, as I imagined 


Mrs. HERNER muſt have incurred, from being con- 
vided of telling a voluntary lie. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


Very conſiderable part of the company 
yet remains unmentioned, though perhaps. 
were the men to direct, I might have given them 


the precedency. Theſe were the ſquires faithful 


companions, their dogs, who followed them into the 
room, which they entered with a loud cry of hal- 
loo! halloo ! that, at firſt, greatly alarmed me; but 
ſeeing no emotion in the countenance of any other 


_ perſon in company, and finding Mrs. MarxTHa did: 


ladies were ceremoniouſly adjuſting the important 


not ſuſpend her cares for the nation, I was ſenſible 
my fears muſt be groundleſs. Mrs. HERxRR knew 
too well the regard due to theſe dogs. to expel 
them her dining-room ; the conſequence of which 
was, its being ſo filled with them, that there was. 

no moving without treading upon one, falling over 
another, and making confuſion among them all, 
they ſnarling and growling at every one who was 
ſo unlucky as to thread on them; while the ſquires, 
to encreaſe the clamour, cried out, Ware HecTor, 
ware Juno! according to the names of the dogs in 


danger. 

aner at laſt appeared; at the ſight of a ſirloin 
of beef, the ſquires ſet up what I found they called, 
the dead halloo, and cried out, © To-un, boys, 
* to- un; the beſt beaſt in Chrifendom, though he 
% would giye but a ſcurvy chace; and. while the 


article 


article of place, ſat themſelves at the table, obſerv— 
ing, that, The firſt cut of a ſirloin of beef, was 
* better than the fineſt compliments in the world.“ 
As ſoon as dinner was ended, the chace was cele- 
brated, the ſtag once more run down, alt- its arts 
for eſcape remembered, the victory of the dogs ſung 
in ſongs of triumph, every victor receiving his dif= 
tinct praiſes and careſfes. When the ſtag was killed 
in ſtory, as well as in fact, and all the ſongs on the 
fubject had been ſung, with voices- that equalled the 
hoarſe thunder; one of the gentlemen: whiſpered 
another, Let's roaft the parſon;”” to which his 
neighbour replied, ſealing his approbation with an 
oath, ** I will begin to run the rig on him.” And, 
accordingly, much impertinence was applied to Mr. 
SouTH, by way of wit, which he received with 
great inſenſibility, only giving them two or three 
very cutting anſwers in return; but his wit being 
too refined, and too juſt to be comprehended by 
them, Mrs. HERNER, who I began to perceive was 
more than commonly affected with Mr. SouTH?s: 
merit, thought it time to retire, aſking him to drin 
tea with us. Hereadily confented, and riſing from 
table with us, they cried out, © Fine parſon !.efaith, 
* always ſtick by the women. Nay; thou haſt a 
* good taſte, ſhe's worth a chace! but take care 
* thee does not catch a tartar,” added Mr. DR 
ING-: every one underſtood me tobe the perſon 
hinted at in this ſpeech, which rendered me the more 
pleaſed to leave theſe ungentlemanlike gentlemen. 
As ſoon as we were out of the room, they ſet up ano 
tier halloo, crying, Clear, clear?!” which inform- 
ed us, that they were not leſs rejoiced/at our ab- 
ſence, than we were, at having got rid of ſuebꝰ ir- 
rational ſociety. 5 iat 65 21-27! FE NT 
Mr. Sour told me, that we had. judged very 
well in retiring ſo ſoon; for the next ſtep towards. 
driving us out of the room would have been theit 
5 entering, 
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entering into ſuch diſcourſe as no woman of modeſ- 
ty could without great impropriety ſit to hear. This 
greatly aſtoniſned me, I did not ſuſpect any perſon of 
ſuch — I — politeneſs was not requi- 
ſite to teach people decency; common ſenſe, alone, 
I imagined, might ſhew that it was brutal to P 
what any one ought not to hear. But more. {til] 
have I been ſince ſurpris ed, at finding this vice, for I 
cannot give a breach of ſo amiable a virtue as mo- 
deſty a gentler name, was too common in circles 
that called themſelves polite ; but ſurely, without 
reaſon, ſince nothing can be fo contrary: to. polite- 
neſs, as an offence againſt decency. Our viſitors 
did not leave us, till the gentlemen, were ſo far over- 
powered by the potency of Mrs. HERNER's good 
October, that they were with difficulty ſet upon their 
horſes; but thoſe animals, much ſuperior to the 
brutes that rode them, een e unworthy 
loads ſafe home. 

Your ladyſhip, perhaps, by this time, may find 
it eaſy to be tired of ſuch company, therefore, will 
not wonder if I did not wiſh them to repeat their 
viſits often, as, when they ceaſed to be new, they 
muſt become-more dull than ſolitude. 

After a month ſpent in this old caſtle, I began to 
grow impatient of confinement and almoſt-to deſpair 
of making my eſcape; but my uneaſineſs was ſtill 
greatly encreaſed, one morning, by Mrs. HerNeR's 
ſhewing me a letter from the — in which, 
the related to her, as ſhe termed it, The happy con- 
"= ſequence of removing me out of lord DorRcurs- 
* TER's ſight. She there informed her, that He 
6“ looked melancholy for a few days after my depar- 
< ture; but ſoon began by degrees to recover his gai · 
3 and with it his inclination towards her. Con- 

_ < vinced, by experience, how little he liked re- 
" © ſerve in a woman he loved, ſhe had not endea- 
** voured to coneeal the ſentiments of her heart; and 
(6 & they 


— 


O PEL AH 205 
“ they ſo well agreed with his that, in a tew days, 
% they were to be married, waiting only for the 


_ +. neceſſary preparations.” She then proceeded to 


ſay, That ſhe was no longer 
concerning me, a thouſand inftances having aſ- 


under any uneaſineſs 


& ſyred her that lord DoRcHES HER was become 


© totally indifferent towards my future fate, and had 


“e even expreſſed himſelf glad that he was delivered 
* he knew not how, of one who began to grow bur- 
&*& denſometo him. But yet, as ſhe pitied my youth 
© and was ſenſible how hard it muſt be for an un- 
© experienced girl to reſiſt ſuch a man as lord 
© DoRCHESTER, it grieved her heart (u full of 
& the milk of buman kindneſs) to think I ould be 


left quite deftitute of a ſubſiſtence; expoſed to 


* the wide world and all its villainy, which might 
© lead me into courſes that would prove the de- 
* ſtruction of my precious ſoul. She therefore 
* could not forbear giving way to the overflow- 
« ings of her humanity, generoſity, and compaſſion, 
in offering me the ſame income which ſhe had 
© 'tendered me before I left London, if I would bind 
* myſelf, by a lawful contract, to relinquiſh it, if I 
came within forty miles of London, or of his lord- 
« ſhip's country ſeat; for tho? ſhe was no longer 
5 jealous, yet ſhe could not bear toſee lord Dor- 
* CHESTER'sS happineſs interrupted, by the whin- 
ing complaints or reproaches of a woman who 
“would call herſelf ruined by him, tho? her own 
“ frailty was moſt in fault.“ 13 | 

The ſhock this letter gave me was, at firſt, inex- 
preſſible; I could not ſupport the very ſound of lord 
DorcuesTER's indifference. ' I knew not how to 
believe he was weary of me; I thought no one 


could diſſemble ſo well, for he had appeared more 
fond of me, more delighted with me than ever, but 
juſt before this cruel ſeparation? My mind was in 


too great an agitation to return Mrs. HERNER any 
I'5 \ anſwer. 


= OUUPUDEDLISTQ1 
anſwer. She ſeemed to pity me, for my diſtreſs 
was very viſible, and would have beſtowed upon 
me a leQure on patience and reſignation, had ſhe 
been allowed the liberty of ſpeech ; but after a ve- 
ry eloquent beginning, ſhe was ſtopped ſhort by 
recollecting the marchioneſs's prohibitron, and ob- 
ferved, © Her compaſſion had led her into for- 
« getfulneſs.“ | 

I was never ſo well pleaſed with lady TRENTE's 
commands, as on this occaſion; a perſon who is 
deeply afflicted, can but ill bear the dull inſipid 
nonſenſe of an inſenſible preacher; when the heart 
ſpeaks loudly, who can liſten to a diſcourſe dictated 
by a cold imagination. I prevailed on Mrs. 
HERNER to give me lady TRrENTE's letter; and, 
after having renewed the firſt agonies of my 
grief by a ſecond peruſal, a plentiful flood of 
tears came to my rehef, and fo far quieted my 
mind, that I began to diſcover reaſons to ſuſpect 
the truth of this account. I was little diſpoſed to 
believe the marchioneſs was ſo very full of the 
milk of human kindneſs as ſhe pretended, or that 
one who had ſo little conſideration for the eaſe of 
my body, and the peace of my mind in this world, 
could have ſo tender a regard for my ſoul, and my 
happineſs in the next. The deſire of buying my 
abſence from lord DoxcHESTER, was a ſuſpicious 
circumſtance; and I thought this all might be a 
fiction formed on a ſuppoſition that my aim was 
to marry my lord, and therefore I might the more 
. readily comply with her propoſals, if I could be 
perſuaded all poſſibility of the' completion of my 
hopes were at an end. | | 

This ſcheme, like all others that are built on 
falſe foundations, could not anſwer the intent. My 
views were narrower, and more humble; I thought 
not of marriage; to preſerve his friendſhip and en-- 
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joy his converſation, was the utmoſt extent of m 
ambition; and this I flattered myſelf I might do, 
ſhould another woman become his wife. But 1 
muſt, in ſincerity, confeſs, that the notion of his 
marrying, was moſt tormenting to me. To be 
his friend while no one had a ſtronger tie on his 
affections, ſatisfied my wiſhes; but if he had a wife 
I was ſenſible I ought to reſign, even the deſire of 
retaining the firſt place in his heart. This was a 
ſelf-denial that required a ſtronger mind, or weaker 
affection than I poſleſſed. 

The declining ſtate of my health would have 


rendered me little able to ſupport the anxiety of 


my mind, had not the hopes I conceived, that the 
whole was a fiction, proved a moſt reviving cor- 
dial to my ſpirits. This reſtored me to life, tho? 
not to eaſe; but my fears and doubts made me 
more grieved than ever at my captivity; and -as 
my impatience for the means of efcaping from this 


priſon was increaſed, it was mortifying to me to 


ve an anſwer to the marchioneſs's propoſals 
which would rather quicken than relax Mrs. HRR- 
NER's watchfulneſs. This, I knew, muft be the 
conſequence of a refuſal; but obliged to declare 
myſelt, what could I do} My deſire of liberty in- 
ſpired me with courage enough to dare any thing 
but a violation of truth; there I was ſtill a cow- 
ard, for I could not think myſelf juſtified in repel- 
ing wickedneſs by wickedneſs. The falſehood of 
others could not be a ſanction for it in me. 

Mrs. HERNER, at laſt, broke through her vow 
of ſilence, in order to uſe all the arguments her 
underſtanding could fuggeſt, and her inclinations 
ſtrengthen, to perſuade me to accept the conditi- 
ons offered me. Fhe gaoler, in this cafe, led as 
melancholy a life as the priſoner, and ſhe longed, 
almoſt as much to be diſmiſſed from her charge, 
as I did to be out of her power. The poor wo- 
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man was half dead of the vapours, and, I believe, 
would not have ſurvived it, had not Mr. SouTH's 
compa "7 afforded her relief; for whenever he ap- 


peared ſhe was as happy, as envy of the particular 


attention he paid to me could ſuffer her to be; 


and tho* I would not, in general, recommend jea- 
louſy as very conducive to mental or bodil health, 
yet it certainly would be of great ſervice in a ſitu- 
ation that ſtagnates the blood, without ſome ſuch 
animating paſſion to continue its circulation. 

I could not but confeſs it was pity, that, one 
© who ſpoke ſo well, ſhould ever ſpeak in vain;“ 
but what ſucceſs could attend it, had ſhe been en- 
dowed with the moſt perſuaſiye eloquence? An 
orator places his hopes in moving our paſſions, and 
to make them 'of his party 1s his ſole aim; it is no 
affront, therefore, to. her rhetoric, that it ſhould 
fail, when it was directed againſt the moſt invin- 
cible paſſion. After the good woman had talked 
herſelf hoarſe, I repeated what I had firſt told her, 
% That no offers could tempt me to fell lord 
© DoRCHESTER's friendſhip; but if I was per- 
© mitted to judge for myſe „ and found him, in 
“ reality, as indifferent as the marchioneſs repre- 
“ ſented him, I ſhould fly far enough from one 
e whoſe inconſtancy mult render the ſight of him 
“ painful, without putting her to any expence.” 

I thought her ladyſhip in a great error, when 
ſhe ſuppoſed poverty might prove ſo dangerous to 
the ſtate of my ſoul; I did not comprehend her 
meaning ; and as far as I had been able to obſerve, 
luxury led people into more vices e ene 
Experience had then ſhewn me that, 


The devil grown ik that of yore, 
Tempts men by making rich, not * 


I was 


K „ A hai 


F 7A 


O0 PH E L I A4 
I was under no apprehenſion that want of virtue 
could be the conſequence of want of money, and 


therefore, ſaw no ſufficient inducement to accept 


any from one who had ſo cruelly injured me. 
| f Ae | 
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CHAP, XXXV. 

A NR. Sour had omitted writing to us for 

more days than uſual, having, as we learn- 
ed, been prevented by a friend who had ſpent a 
little time with him; but during this increaſe of 
my anxiety, he came one morning to breakfaſt; 
his particular enquiries after my health, ſhewed 
me, that he perceived an alteration in it. The day 
being fine we went together into the garden, where 
we had not walked long, when he intimated a de- 


fire to ſpeak with Mrs. HEN RER alone. His coun- 
tenance had ſhewn confuſion, his thoughts wander- 


ed, and his converſation had been ſtrained and un- 
connected from the time of his firſt coming in. 1 


pitied him, from the belief that he laboured under 
ſome unealineſs, and pains of the mind could not 
then fail of exciting my compaſſion. I was now 
more convinced that he had ſome diſtreſs to im- 
part; and having heard him whiſper his requeſt 
for a private audience, I walked from them, and 
thinking myſelf at a ſufficient diſtance, ſat down at 


the bottom of an old yew tree, which time had 


rendered hollow, and frequently ſerved me for a 
well-ſheltered ſeat. | 

But as the god of laughter would have it, Mrs. 
HerNneR brought her gentleman to a bench full in 
my view. I obſerved her eyes rather twinkling than 
ſparkling, every feature wore a ſmile,” and ſhe had 
pulled up her head till ſhe was as upright as a may- 


pole, 
After 


209 


r — . 
— — — — er 
5 * 
* * 
= * — 7 * : — 


my ER 
— 


et <= 6 23 


210 REAL 


After they were ſeated, and ſhe had bluſhed, 


drawn down her handkerchief, ſtroaked her ruffles, 
pinched her apron and played over all the pretty 
airs of confuſion, finding he did not break ſilence, 
ſhe, as I could perceive, with great heſitation and 


difficulty, enquired his reaſon for deſiring this in- 


terview; her words were breathed in a voice too 


gentle for me to hear, but her manner explained 
them. | 


cility, nor'in a ſound more audible; I could not di- 
vine his meaning, but ſaw him confounded, and in 
a tremor ; however, the firſt effort paſſed, he grew 
more eaſy; but in proportion as his countenance 
expreſſed greater pleaſure, her's ſhewed leſs. His 
eyes petitioned; but às his became more tender 
and humble, her's ſhot forth fiercer rays, her cheeks 
glowed with a higher red, and loſing all that fweet 
complacency of feature with which ſhe. at firſt 
liſtened to him, ſhe roſe from her ſeat, and anger 


giving ſtrength to her voice, I could very diſtinct- 


ly hear her thus addreſs him: © Is this the mighty 
** ſecret for which you wanted the private audience ? 
* You did well, indeed, to deſire it in private; 
** ſuch an abje& thought ſhould be known by as 
few as poſſible. In love in ſo ſhort a time! and 
* With a baby face, a little white and red, and per- 


"= haps ſome pretty features! A child not able to 


& know the duties incumbent on a wife, and the miſ- 
e treſs of a houſe! Tojmarry her would diſgrace your 
* family, contaminate your profeſſion, diſhonour 
* your cloth, and bring certain ruin on yourſelf. 
« Such wilful blindneſs deſerves not a guide, but 
* I will be one to you and preſerve you from the 
* perdition you court.” Mr. SouTH interrupted 
her at this expreſſion of unwiſhed-for regard; I 
could not diſtinguiſh his words, but he had the air 
of a moſt melancholy and humble ſuppliant, which 

| proved 


Mr. SouTH did not ſeem to ſpeak with more fa- 


pre 


fol 


proved unavailing, for Mrs. HERNER again broke 
forth, © Fye, fye, is it ſeemly for one, whoſe ex- 
* ample and preaching ſhould teach the world to 
* mortify and deny themſelves, not to overcome 
% their Y fons?\ fs it decent for ſuch an one, to 
* chuſe a wife for a little tranſitory beauty? What 
will people ſay when you are exhorting them to 
* abſtinence; but that, after having provided eve- 
6e ry gratification for yourſelf, after indeed abſtain- 


© ing from all that isleſs tempting, and thinking it 


virtue; you triumph over them who practice leſs 
& ſelf-indulgence, tho, perhaps, more lawfully ? 
“does not your profeſſion teach you to ſearch after 
“more ſublime beauties; thoſe of the mind? Mo- 
* ral charms alone ſhould be regarded by a miniſter 
* of our ſacred religion. Has not the wiſe SoL0- 
6 MON told E , That favour is deceitful, and bheau- 


* ty is vain, but the woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe 


* ſhall be praiſed? Does he not ſay, That the price 


“% of a virtuous woman is above rubies? Such you 


* might have found,” ſoftening her voice, You 
“ might have met with women, who have been 
* tried in the world, like gold in the fire, and paſſ- 


* ed through it unſullied ; whoſe minds are formed 


„ by a competence of years, and their hearts pu- 
„ rified by knowledge and care; who have been 
** taught by experience to value true merit;” 
(caſting glances at him which ſhe deſigned ſhould 
be languiſhing, but ſeemed more expreſſive of 
ſtupidity;) “ one qualified to be friend, com- 
** Panion, help- mate; one who would nurſe you 
** when ſick, obey you when well, and live up 
to a true ſenſe of her duty; and all this with 
** rank and family that would not have debaſed you 
in the eyes of the world. This I ſay, you might 
have found.” And here ſhe ſtopped, as if to ſee 
whether a deſcription ſhe meant for her own piQure, 
would warm him into any kind thoughts of the ori- 
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ginal; but he with ſome indignation in his counte- 
nance, anſwered, ** I think I have found it all in 
*© your friend; I have too much faith in phyſiogno- 
my to doubt it; her's expreſſes every thing that 
is amiable in the moſt legible and charming cha- 
** raQters.” I ſee what you are,” interrupted 
Mrs. HERNER, with a voice till louder than be- 
fore, The man gets the better of your divine ſoul ; 
© we may no longer wonder, that the ſheep wan- 
der out of the right path, ſince the ſhepherd him- 
ſelf goes aſtray : and tho? obliged to purify human 
nature, is ſinking to the brute, and not only with- 
drawing himſelf trom his obedience to religion, 
but even to reaſon. While you are thus a ſlave 
to your appetites, continued ſhe, you are below 
<< the beaſts of the field, and as ſuch, not fit compa- 
« ny for me; but 1 ſhall take care to lead tempta- 
** tion out of your way, ſince you have not ſuffici- 
ency of virtue to reſiſt it. You ſhall no more 
é ſee this painted baby, this fleſhly idol, now the 
** ſole object of your devotion.” With this me- 
nace ſhe left him; nor did he endeavour to detain 
her, but ſeemed all amazement. | 
I at ſtill, in hopes of remaining unobſerved. I 
ſuſpected myſelf to be meant under the flattering 
appellation of painted baby, that pernicious evil ſhe 
had been deſcribing, and had no deſire to reverſe 
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her ſentence, tho? I eſteemed the man. But paſſing 


by the place where I fat, he perceived me, and 
coming up with great confuſion in his manner, would 
have fat down by me. I had been detained there too 
long, from a defire of being concealed, and was 
grown very cold, therefore choſe to walk. With 
great difficulty he ſtammered out, He had been 
© entreating Mrs. HERNER to offer him and his 
© fortune to me. He feared I ſhould accuſe him 
* of preſumption if he attempted to make ſo poor 
an offering without the mediation of a friends 
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ce but ſhe had reduced him to it, for he had no 


cc hopes of her aſſiſtance.” He then gave me an 
exact account of his fortune and income, ſaying - 
every thing that was tender, generous and delicate. 
on the ſubject, with ſuch fear and humility, that > x 
was grieved at being obliged to humble him {till 
more by a refuſal, which, however, I endeavoured 
to palliate as much as poſſible. © I acknowledged 
ce the obligation his good opinion conferred on me; 
6c aſſuring him of my eſteem, but that I could not 
«© think of marriage; were not this a literal truth, 
ce he might be ſure I ſhould not except to his offer; 
* for my ſituation was extremely unhappy, but I 
ce could not change it for the married ſtate, tho* I. 
* was there a priſoner, moſt unjuſtly ſeized by 
* force, and detained againſt my will with the ut- 
« molt vigilance and care.” | 

While I was uttering theſe laſt words, Mrs. HER- 
NER appeared, and with a degree of rage not na- 
tural to her diſpoſition, but jealouſy can work won- 
ders, inquired, * What I meant by remaining in the 
« garden?” commanding me to go into the houſe. I 
was ſo ſhocked with the concern I had given Mr. 
Sour, which he ſeemed rather to endeavour to con- 
ceal than to ſhew, that I was glad to obey her; but 
he catching hold of my hand, entreated me to 
finiſh what I was ſaying, and explain a myſtery 
which filled him with aſtoniſhment. I eaſily under- 
ſtood, that by this he meant the impriſonment I 
had ſlightly touched upon; but I could not make a 
further explanation before Mrs. HERNER, nor did 
ſhe give me time; for telling him, that,“ It was 
* unbecoming a miniſter of the goſpel to give way 
* to his paſſons,”” ſhe led me into the houſe, out 
of which I was not ſuffered to ſtir that day. 

Mrs. HERNER had never beheld me with ſuch 
looks of anger as ſhe gave me after this affair 
ſhe was frequently in tears, and made me fat 

5 1 71 0 
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©. voted, obedient ſervant, 
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of her ſorrow, by being the victim of her ill-hu- 
mour. Her jealouſy added ſo much to the cruel 
effects of the marchioneſs's commands, that I was 
fo ſtrictly watched (at a time when I more than 
ever longed for liberty, in order to examine into 
the truth of lady TRENTE's letter) that three days 
wy: before the gardener, who had been bribed 
nto Mr. SouTH's intereſt, could give me the fol- 
lowing letter. 


« Madam, | 
«& THO” you deny me the hopes of reward, you have 
& not deprived me of all plea 2 you can- 
« not be ſo cruel as to refuſe me that of attempting to 
& reſcue you. To know that you are detained by force, 
& ts ſufficient to excite my endeavours to deliver you 
& from your impriſonment ; and happy ſha#l I eſteem 
« myſelf, if in this I can ſucceed, tho? it be attend- 
% ed with the greateſt misfortune to myſelf, the never 
& ſeeing you again, As ſoon as you are in ſafety, I 


©. awill implicitly obey your commands, even tho" they 


« ſbould require me to leave you forever; more bleſſed 
ec with the pleaſing recollecmion of having contributed 
& to your happineſs, than any thing but your hand can 
&« make me; in your refuſing which ] have nat a pre- 
& fence to accuſe you of cruelty, it is but juſtice, 
& fince I can plead no other recommendation to your fa- 
© dur, than the neceſſary conſequence of knowing 
& you, and the being with the ſincereſt reſpeft, and 


& warmeſt affection, and admiration, your moſt de- 


HENRY SOUTH.” 


- 


This letter, at the ſame time, afforded me plea- 
ſure and uneaſineſs. I had been obſerving all the 
ſervants, in order to find out among them an eye 
of pity and humanity for one diſtreſſed, as they 
mult perceive me to be, in hopes of contriving 
' my 
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my eſcape by their aſſiſtance, could I prevail on 
them to give me ſuch eſſential proofs of their 
compaſſion. This event ſhewed me, that the 
gardener, who was the laſt in my thoughts, muſt 
be the foundation of my ſcheme. I had little rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe he thought of me; but the office 
he had undertaken for Mr, SouTH proved he was 
acceſſible in ſome avenues to his heart; and from 
what I had learned by converſation, I imagined a- 
varice to be the quality moſt likely to ſtand my 
friend ; to this, therefore, I reſolved to have re- 
courſe, and fortunately was provided with a ſum ſuf- 
ficient to gratify ſuch a motive, in one whoſe 
terms were not very high. 

But ſtill I had many difficulties to encounter. I 
could not recompence him for the loſs of his place, 
which muſt prove the conſequence of being known 
to have aſſiſted me in my eſcape; and yet where to 

without a guide, if I got clear from the caſtle, 
knew not. Theſe conſiderations diſtreſſed me. 
They might have been obviated by putting myſelf 
under Mr. SouTH's protection; but how could I 
make a man of his worth ſubſervient to my inte- 
reſt, and diſappoint him of the reward which no 
generoſity could prevent his hoping from ſuch a 
ſervice, tho? it might not ſuffer him to preſs what 
he would think, in gratitude, his due. T could not 
procure my own gratification but by his diſap- 
pointment; and my firſt reſolution was to write 
him an anſwer, which I will, as nearly as my me- 
mory will permit, repeat to your ladyſhip. 

* How ardently ſoever I may wiſh for liberty, 
* I cannot conſent to receive it from one to whom 
I can make no return. No captivity can be ſo 
“ grievous to me as the ſenſe of obligations which 
„it will never be in my power to repay. I muſt 
* intreat you not to deliver me from my impri- 
* ſonment, to fetter me with ingratitude ; nor to 
* add 
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ce add any farther proofs, of a regard ] fo little de- 


c“ ſerve... Your generous and kind intentions, can 


© never be effaced from my memory; nor ſhall 1 


i ever ceaſe to wiſh, your; happineſs and proſperi- 


* ty may be equal to your merit, and the juſt ſenſe. 


% I have of it: I can never give you a right to ex- 
«© pect a heart which it is not in my power to; 


ic give, and to which your merits alone are too 
« good a title.” 


When 1 delivered this epiſile to the gardener, 


he informed me that Mr. SouTH had made ſeve- 
ral unſucceſsful attempts to fee me, and finding 
them vain, had applied to him to deliver me his 
letter, adding many other things in order to move 
my compaſſion, by the uneaſineſs under which he 
repreſented him, or to pleaſe me by deſcribing 
ſymptoms of an affection in Mr. SouTH, which 
— my readineſs to enter into a correſpondence, 
I ſuppoſe, he thought very agreeable to me. 

I liſtened patiently, for fear of offending a man 
from whom I hoped to receive the bleſſing of li- 
berty; but did not dare to venture a hint of my 
deſign at that time, leſt it ſhould be delivered to 
Mr. Sour with my letter, and I be obliged to 
him, contrary to my inclination. | 

I had the good fortune to meet with the garde- 
ner alone the next day: he told me he had given 
my epiſtſe to Mr. SouTH, who ſeemed ſo ſorry, 
poor gentleman, it grieved his heart to ſee him. 
Time was too precious for me to ſuffer him to 
ſpend it in expreſſing his compaſſion ; I therefore 
offered the bribe I intended, and promiſed ſecreſy 
and prudence., , POD Fri Ho 

The man ſeemed. ftrongly charmed with the 
ſight of the gold, which I expoſed to his view, in 


order to ſtrengthen the temptation, and engaged 


to anſwer my hopes, if it could be contrived with- 


out his being diſcovered. as a party, in it, and aſ- 
"x I þ 4 


ſured 
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ſured me of uſing his utmoſt endeavour to effect 
it. We agreed on an hour of meeting again, when 
he ſhould: be able to impart his ſucceſs; I charged 
him to keep the affair a ſecret from Mr. SouTH ; 
and we parted with a great increaſe of content on 
both fides, he enjoying, in imagination, the offer- 
ed gold, and I my liberty. 


— 


C HAP. XXXVI 


MI RS. HERNER“ vigilance would not ſuffer 


me to hear the gardener's ſucceſs at the 
time appointed; but I was too induftrious in ſeek- 
ing an opportunity of ſpeaking to be long prevent- 
ed, and I had the inexpreſſible joy to learn that he 
had formed a practicable ſcheme. I liſtened, with 
eagerneſs, to every particular; but when I found 
my firſt ſtep was to be on a ladder, I confeſs I 
trembled. As the doors were almoſt ſecurely lock- 
ed every night, he told me, he ſaw no hope of 
© my eſcaping that way, and the rooms being 
very high, 3 raiſed ſo far from the ground, 
* tho? I lay only on the firſt floor, that he had 
© no ladder that would reach above half-way to 
* my window. This induced him to aſſociate a 


«© young carpenter in the execution of his ſcheme, 


whom he found as ſenſible of the charms of 
„gold as himſelf. They agreed to join two of 
*© their longeſt ladders together, and thro? favour 
* of the night place them at my window, from 
*© whence I was to deſcend into the garden. The 
** ſame means were to be uſed to convey me and 
** theraſelves over the garden wall, the key of the 
garden being delivered every night to Mrs. 
© HERNER. Horſes were to be ready in waiting, 
** and the nn was to be my conduc- 

tor 


— 


- 
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« tor till I arrived at a, town where I could pro- 
© cure an eaſier way of travelling.“ 

The gardener had in charge after having con- 
veyed the ladders over the wall to carry them in- 


to the carpenter's ſhop, there to diſunite them, to 


avoid ſuſpicion, if a ſearch was made, and then 
returning over the part of the wall, which ſome 
rivate excurſions had taught him to climb, he 
could go into his own bed-chamber, without any 
impediment, as the windows of it opened into the 
garden, and it was on the ground floor. . 
This ſcheme, he aſſured me, nothing could 
fruſtrate but a noiſe being made in the exeeution 
of it, which muſt alarm the family. | 
I thought they ſhewed more care of themſelves 
than of me; to deſcend, from ſo great a height, 
down a pieced ladder, in a dark night, appeared 
very terrible in my eyes, and riding on horſe-back, 
a thing 1 had never attempted, and that too in 
darkneſs, was not lefs dreadful; -but my-defire of 
liberty was ſo ſtrong, that it -overcame my fears, 
and I punctually obſerved all their directions. The 


elouded with fear, till, after riding the whole 
night, at break of day I arrived at a town, where 


I was informed I might get more ſuitable means o 
eonveyance: ''The night had favoured my project 
no other way than wrapping all nature in dark- 
neſs, and all the inhabitants of our caſtle in ſleep; 
for the rains beat, and the winds blew ; and when 
I got to the inn I was entirely wet thro? my clothes, 
my body periſning with cold, and my heart chill- 
ed with fear. My guide had lent me a great 
coat; but the rain had penetrated that long before 
we arrived at our journey's end; and it 8 
py. | — y 


— 
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ly an additional fatigue to me, by the great weight 
it acquired from the rain it had imbibed. 

In this condition I would have proceeded on my 
journey, tho? I was almoſt dead, had not the land- 
lady inſiſted on my going to bed, to receive ſome 
refreſhment from the two things I wanted, warmth 
and reſt. I was as little able to contend with her 
advice, as to purſue my own intention; and thro” 
weakneſs, more than inclination, obeyed. Before 
I retired to my room, I would have dimiſſed the 
young carpenter ; but he poſitively refuſed to leave 
the place till he had ſeen how I did after my reſt. 
This humane attention ſurprired me, in one to 
whom [I was a ſtranger, as I had not met with the 
like from people who had more reaſon to rd 
me; and I could not but feel myſelf — to 
him for this action, tho' I was afraid he might o- 

n his heart with the liquor the inn afforded, 
and betray the whole affair. I did not fear it ſhould 
be by that means fruſtrated, but I could not like 
to be the ſubje& of diſcourſe among ſuch a ſet of 

ople. © i * 

Theſe thoughts, however, could not difturb the 
reſt I ſo much wanted; and after a ſleep of ſome 
hours I awaked greatly refreſhed, and determined 


to proſecute my journey directly. While che cha- 


riot was getting ready, breakfaſt was brought me; 
and with it came my guide to enquire after my 
health. I thanked him for his good-natur'd con- 
cern, and expreſſed a fear that I had inconvenient- 
ly detained him from his buſineſs; but he aſſured 

me that was of no conſequence, adding, I durft 
not, for my life, my lady, have left you, till T 
could give a betterer account to Mr. Sour; 
© alack, I warrant he will be main glad to hear 
* you ſet out from the houſe ſo ꝓute Soddy and 
** fprack ; he will have fretted/S1geouflyat the night's 
being ſo bad; for he was ſo #3mberſame about 
(4 K 2 | % your 
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your being cold, that he made me take his warm- 
& eſt great coat for to put about you.“ | 

Surprized at this addreſs, © I enquired what he 
e meant by Mr. Sour; I apprehended he knew 
nothing of my flight?“ 

“Ah, lard, do you think naw“ continued the 
8 * our ſilly heads could have fancied this 
fine plot our own ſelves? no, no, maſter garde- 
« ner knowing Mr. Parſon to be your ſweet-heart, 
© went and told him what you had ſaid to-un, and 
* as how you had ordered he ſhould not be telled 
* of it. Mr. Parſon bid-un not ſay nothing of 
* having let-un into his conferdence, and: having 
*« ſent for me, and tried as whether I was willing 
* to act my part; what do he do but write us the 
* plot down, come to my houſe and ſee that I had 
* faſtened the ladders tightly together, that they 
* might not throw you a fall; lent me his own 
«© horſe, becauſe it is as quiet and as ſure-footed as 
<< one of us chriſtians, and then gave me this let- 
ter for you. My mind gives me, that this will 
5 tell you all; but I does love to tell news, ſo I 
** was bent on telling you all myſelf.” 

I opened the letter with a mixture of curioſity 
and uneaſineſs. It contained but few lines, which 
were to acquaint me, that, to prove he deſer- 
* ved a better opinion than I entertained of him, 
hen I imagined he would want a reward for a- 
© ny ſervice he could render me, he had done eve- 
* ry thing in his power to favour my eſape, and 
© would have guarded me in it, had not my 
charge of ſecreſy to the agent I had choſen, as 
«'well as my letter to him, plainly ſhewn that his 
“ preſence and aſſiſtance would be highly diſagree- 
« able to me. That, he wiſhed he could have 
© contrived to have ſet me at liberty with more 
& eaſe, to myſelf, but hoped ſucceſs would amply 

C recompence me for every difficulty.” He by 


E 
by the warmeſt wiſhes of happineſs, adding, that 
* he would not aſk for leave to be a ſpectator of 
© jt, by begging permiſſion to wait on me in Lon- 
* don, fearing that I was ſo averſe to him, that he 
* could not enjoy that pleaſure, without its being 
* painful to me; and he would rather ſuffer the 
* moſt ſenſible affliction all his life, than give me 
** an hour's diſquiet; nor was he worthy to know 
© the occaſion of my being confined in that old 
© manſion; and indeed he ſhould be afraid to learn 
© it, was not his deſpair already arrived to the ut- 
** moſt exceſs.” 

I ſhould have thought myſelf inexcuſably ungrate- 
ful, had J not written a few lines to return my thanks 
for his generous aſſiſtance; to which I added an aſ- 
ſurance, that I ſhould be always glad to fee him, 
whenever his affairs would permit his coming to Lon- 
don; but, thro' inadvertency, forgot to give him a 
direction which might enable him to find me. With 
this letter I diſpatched my guide, and got into the 
chariot. | | 

Tho? my ſituation was eaſier than before, yet my 
mind was far from enjoying peace; every ſtep that 
brought me nearer London, increaſed my anxiety; I 
trembled to enquire what I wanted to know, and 
the meer poſſibility of finding the marchioneſs's ac- 
count true; for I often flattered myſelf, that it could 
ſcarcely be called a probability, made me wretched. 
The only ſource from which I hoped to receive any 
conſolation was returning to.my kind aunt and. her 

aceful cottage; her wiſe inſtructions, and tender 
indulgence, I hoped, might, in time, heal my mind, 
and reſtore me to ſomething like tranquility ; for 
real peace, I believed, would never more enter m 
heart, ſhould this fatal change prove real. If indif- 
ference were to incline lord DoRCHESTER to avoid 


me, yet juſtice, I thought, muſt lead him to inform 


me in what part of the kingdom my aunt inhabited, 
3. a cir- 


* 


o 
a circumſtance he had hitherto kept from my know- 
ledge. Theſe were the reflections of my moſt me- 
lancholy hours, which grew more frequent as I ap- 
proached the place where I had fo ardently longed 
to be. My apprehenſions increaſed fo faſt, that fair 
hope could ſcarcely find time to {mile on my black 
imaginations. | : 

Between this anxiety of mind, and the fatigue of 
my — I was not half animated when I got in- 
to town; but as I could not forego my impatient de- 
fire to ſee lord DoRcHESTER while a ſpark of life 
remained, I ordered; to be driven to his houfe, and 
made the coachman let me out before the ſervent 
(in leſs haſte than I was) came to the door, and I 
was ready to enter, as ſoon as it was opened. 

I enquired for lord DoRchESTER, with an eager 
wildneſs, which I ſaw ſurprized them; one anſwer- 
ed, he was not at home, while another went in- 
to the parlour, and, I could hear, prononced my 
name. My lord's voice ſoon informed me, that it 
was to him he ſpoke; for he, riſing ſuddenly from 
his ſeat, as J could plainly diſtinguiſh, cried out, 
good God! is it poflible ! where is ſhe !?? but with 
a lower voice added; why thould I aſk where.ſhe 
is? I can never fee her more. Keep her from 


“ me, and bid her avoid the man whom ſhe has 


© ſo cruelly injured, and fear the effects of his re- 
<< ſentment.”? | 

As ſoon as he ſpoke, I exclaimed with the ea- 
gerneſs of diſtraCtion, © I hear, I hear his voice! 
* why do you refuſe to let me ſee him?“ and en- 


deavoured to force my way into the room where he 


was, but the ſervants topped me, and held me faſt. 
This was not long neceſſary; for his words more 
effectually deprived me of the power of mation, 
and for ſome time afforded me relief, by reducing 
me to, almoſt, a total inſenſibility. 


When 


tribute. 
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When I recovered my ſcattered thoughts, I de- 
ſired to have a chair called; the: fervants unwilling 
ly obeyed me, being moved with the condition I was 
in; they would have perſuaded me to wait a farther 
recovery; and when they found all they could. ſay 
was unavailing; each entreated me to permit him 
to ſee me ſafe home; but I equally. rejected them 
all, charging them not to offend, on my account, 
ſo good a maſter, who, it was plain, would be diſ- 
pleaſed with any regard ſhewn to one whom he was 
determined to abandon. They inſiſted, that they 
„were ſure he could not be angry at the reſpect 
© and concern, which they muſt be brutes not to 
© feel for me, whatſoever he might think proper to 
* do himſelf,” But I would not ſuffer any of them 
to attend me, tho?, I confeſs, I received ſome ſatis- 
faction from ſeeing they retained a regard for me, 
independant of their maſter's. Gratitude will give 
us pleaſure, whatever heart pays us that valuable 


- 
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Directed my chair to lady PALESsTINE's, from 

whom I hoped to learn the whole of the affair 
between lady TRENTE and lord DoRCHEsSTER, 
which, from his behaviour, I more than ever be- 
lieved; but pride would not ſuffer me to aſk any 
queſtions of his ſervants, tho? in ſuch particu- 
lars they are generally well qualified to give infor- 


mation. | 
At PALEsTINE's I was told, ſhe was not at 
home. I knew ſhe never went abroad at that hour; 
and, being well acquainted with the faſhionable pa- 
radox of a lady's being abroad when ſhe is at home; 
I replied, that I was fure ſhe was denied, and there- 
fore deſired the ſervant would return and tell her 
K 4 my 


* 
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my name. He complied, but brought me back 


word, that, * my name could be no recommenda- 
* tion to me while my conduct was ſo indiſcreet.“ 


Rejected a ſecond time J had not courage to go 


to any other of my acquaintance, eſpecially, as 
her ladyſhip was the only one with whom I was on 
an intimate footing; but ordered to be carried to 
my own houſe, where I hoped to be ſcreen'd from 
ſuch indignities, and perhaps to get ſome light into 
this undeſerved ill treatment; for ſuch, I thought, 
I had a right to call theſe affronts, ſince indifference 
could not excuſe brutality ; nor did I ſuppoſe that 
my forced abſence could be attributed to my difho- 
nour. I was inſenſible to the ſuſpicious air it bore, 
and thought it ſhould have excited pity, not reſent- 
ment in the hearts of thoſe that loved me. I ima- 
gined ey might be apprehenſive for my ſafety, and 

ity my fate, but not blame my conduct. Gincs I 


came better acquainted with the world, I have 


been ſenſible that they could not be called unjuſt in 
the ill opinion they had conceived of me, tho? the 
proved in an error; when people can judge only by 
appearances, a miſtake my often be unfortunate, 
without being blameable. > 5 
But as, at that time, my ignorance prevented 
my looking on the treatment I received in this light, 
I was not free from reſentment, eſpecially againſt 


lady PALESTINE ; ſhe had hurt my pride; my lord 


had wounded me in my affections, and grief did not 
leave me ſpirit enough to be angry with him. It 
was not in the power of any other perſon to afflict 
me, for, where the greater malady is fix d, the leſſer 
is ſcarce felt. My mind was ſo little capable of a- 
ny increaſe of uneaſineſs, that it received no additi- 
on from finding myſelf excluded, even from my 
own houſe. The chairmen knocked a conſiderable: 
time at the door, till they were convinced nobody 

| 2 Was. 
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was at home, and aſk'd me where I choſe to be car- 
riet. | | 

This queſtion, indeed puzzled-me, tho? it could 
not add to my diſtreſs. I was afraid of attempting 
to get admittance into any other place, left it ſhould 


be refuſed me, and being little able to think, was 


long ſat down there, before I could recollect a houſe” 
where I might hope to be received. At laſt 1 
thought of a milliner whom I had uſed, and direCt- 
ed them there. | et ne 
This woman very readily accomodated me with 
a room, and would have favoured me with her com- 
pany, had I not entreated her to leave me to my- 
ſelf; for in ſuch a ſtate: of mind the ſight of any 
perſon was irkſome; it muſt have laid me under 
ſome reſtraint; for my pride would not ſuffer me to 
declare that J could be ſo much affected by one 
felt nothing for me but indifference; and I was af- 
fraid of mentioning lady PALESTINE's behaviour, 
ſince her ſcorn might prove an example to the mil- 
liner; for the little love to ape the great. It was 
not till the next day that I became able to reſolve 
or execute any thing, I then. determined to write 
to lord DoRcHE SER; juſtifying this courſe from 


all. imputation of. meanneſs, by perſuading myſelf; 


that to ſhew I was blameleſs was a duty I owed to. 
my reputation: Inconſtancy appeared: to me the 
more criminal, from my having no idea of it. 
ſuppoſed it a crime almoſt unparalleled, and knew 
not that cuſtom was thought ſo great an alleviation: 
of the offence, that it was treated by the world as 
one of the ſmalleſt. frailties to which human nature 
is ſubject. Your ladyſhip, will, thefore; not won- 
der if ſome reſentment was mixed with grief. © Bur 
Lfound it. eafier to humble my pride than to morti- 
fy. my affection. b 

Had I perceived that appearances were againſt* 
me, I ſhould have thought myſelf obliged to make: 
| * all; 
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all the ſubmiſſions which could have been required 
of me, if I had been really in the wrong, for who 
can be ſecured: in ſuch caſes from miſtaking the N 
truth? but without this excuſe for my condeſcenſi- 
on I wrote to my lord a ſhort account of my im- 
priſonment, adding, that, I hoped he would not 
4 partake of the marchioneſs's averſion to me; and 
* he might be aſſured that I ſhould not return even 
© an unfriendly wiſh for the injuries I had received 
© from her; for whoever was his wife I muſt look 
6 on with reſpect; and, if ſhe pleaſed, with affec- 
« tion; and, indeed, if ſhe made him happy, muſt 
t feel that gratitude towards her, which a perſon 
« deſerves, who confers upon us the greateſt bleſſ- 
« ings in life: for in that rank I ſhould always eſ- 
« teem his happineſs, however his heart was eſtran- 
« ged from me.“ I then begged, © If he no long- 
cc er wiſhed to ſee me, he would inſtruct me where 
© to find my former ſolitude, and not detain me in 
ea place which was become much more lonely to 
« me than my cottage.” . | 
I forbore, as much as I was able, any ſtrong ex- 
preſſions of my grief; if his affection was gone, I 
did not wiſh to move his pity, and my concern was 
too tender to ſuffer me to make him any re- 
proaches. 
As ſoon as I had written my letter, I ſent it by 
one of the chairmen, who had brought me to the 
milliner's. This man, either moved with compaſ- 
fion for one he ſaw ſo deeply affliged, at an age 
when grief might reaſonably have been thought far 
off, or actuated by the leſs laudable motive of hop- 
ing to find advantage from attending on a perſon 
whoſe affairs appeared ſo confuſed and complicated, 
that a menial aſſiſtant might be requiſite, came ear- 
ly in the morning to aſk if I had any commands 
Whatever was his motive the effect was convenient 
I 'wapted a meſſenger and gladly employed ny 
| is 


DPHELT A 97 
His ſagacity convinced him that my letter was of 
importance to me, and, without my ſaying any 
thing to that purpoſe, aſſured me he would return 
with the utmoſt expedition 
I believe the chairman kept his word; but to im- 
patient expectation time ſeems to move with leaden 
pace. The hour-glaſs empties ſlowly to thoſe who 
watch every ſand that falls thro” it. This was the 
caſe with me; the fleeteſt of the creation, had he 
been my meſſenger, would have appeared flow to 
- impatience. From the inſtant the chairman 
left me, I expected his return, and would not be- 
lieve my watch, it marked the progreſs of time ſo 
tediouſly, in compariſon of my ſwift imagination. 
After what I thought a long abſence, the man came 
back; I had ſcarce courage to aſł the ſucceſs of my 
letter, and was damped by ſeeing none in h's hand; 
but calling all 'my'fortitude to my aid, I fluttered 
out ſomething like an enquiry, to which he replied, 
lord DoxcHESTER was at home, and the fervant 
carried in my letter, but returned immediately with 
it in his hand, ſaying, his lord refuſed to receive it, 
and commanded; him, “ never to bring any more 
© meſſages or letters from me, unleſs he wanted to 
* incur his diſpleaſure, and entirely deftrov all 
* hopes of his recovery'of health or eaſe.” With 
this anſwer the chairman was returning, when the 
ſervant 'overtook him, deſired the letter, and that 
he would acquaint him where I was to be found; 
bidding him, “ preſent his duty tome, and aſture 
* me that he would make farther trials to bring me 
* an anſwer; and if he could not ſucceed, I ſhould 
receive my ion letter ſafe, with an account how 
he had proceeded.” 3 
Nothing could be more ſhocking to me than to 
find my lord would not even read my juſtification. 
Iaclifference alone coul make him void of af eurio- 
firy about me; therefore I had little hope from his 


] ſervant's 
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ſervant's good-natur'd intention; I knew if the 
ſight of his hand had not diſpelled any pique I had 
conceived againſt him, the ſtrongeſt arguments from 
another muſt have been unavailing; : I ſhould have 
diſcov2red more eloquence i in the leaſt ſignificant let- 
ter of the alphabet-written by him, than in all the 
words another tongue could have uttered. Had I 
entertained the leaſt hope of ſucceeding by his ſer- 
vant's interceſſion, my pride was too much humb- 


led to have felt any mortification at being reduced 


to make uſe of ſuch an interceſſor, but I confeſs 
I bluſhed to think how low I was fallen. I. now 
ſtrongly experienced this infallible truth, 


She muſt be humble who al pleafe, 
And ſhe muſt ſuffer won ee 


And yet I continued bligd to my own paſſion ; ;T 


fuſpected myſelf of no tenderer affection than friend- 
ſhip, of which J had fo high an idea that I readily 


reconciled every pang I endured to my exalted no- 


tion of it. If I compared the ſentiments of m 
heart with what was generally called friendſhip in 
the world, it only ſerved to make me deſpiſe what 
others profeſſed, not to ſuſpe& my own. " com- 
mon effect of a. compariſon between ourſelves and 
others; any difference that appears to our own opi- 
nion, generally turns to .our advantage, and gives 
us opportunity of beſtowing ſome ſelf app aule 
upon our own perfections. 


CHAP. XXXVII. 


Je been for ſome hours devoted to o defivir,, 


when I beheld lord DoRcHESTER before me. 
I was ſo buried in thought, that I had not heard the 
ou e, but the ſight of him put all my reverie 
to 
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to flight. He eagerly embraced me, and thanked 
heaven, he once more had me in his arms. Sud- 
den joy over came me, anddeprived me of the power 
of ſpeech» During my filence, he begged par- 
& don for his inſolence in refuſing to fee me, but 
ce that convinced I had voluntarily fled from him, 
© he thought it mean as well as imprudent, to truſt 
© himſelf with the fight of one, from whom he 
© was endeavouring to wean his affections; a pain- 
6 ful trial which had coſt him many pangs, and yet 
© proved totally unſucceſsful, The ſame motive,“ 
he ſaid, © induced him to refuſe my letter, which, 
ce he confeſſed, he repented the next minute, and 
* ſhould have called back my meſfenger, had he 
not been reſtrained by the fear of expoſing him- 
< ſelf to his ſervants, and being defpiſed for his mean- 
© neſs. This conſideration prevented his aſking a- 
* ny more queſtions concerning me, the day before; 
* but he could no longer maintain the fame com- 
© mand over himſelf, and on fome other pretence, 
calling the ſervant who had brought him my let- 
© ter, he enquired what meſſenger I had employ- 
cc ed.” 

This gave the good-natured footman an opportu- 
nity of deſcribing the condition into which I was 
| thrown by his refufing to fee me, and all that paſſ- 
ed on the occaſion. Seeing his lord moved by the 
account he gave him, he ventured to expreſs his 
wonder at his lordſhip's having rejected my letter, 
for“ he was ſure J could not be in the wrong, ſince 
it was plain to perceive-that I did not expect ſuch 
treatment as I had received the day before; and 
had none of that confufion in my-eountenace, ſo 
<* impoſſible to be hid by one who fears theyre- 
© proaches of a perfon ſhe has injured.” Eord 
DoRcHESTER, without ſeeming offended at the li- 
berty he took, replied, that“ if he had ſuppoſed 
©. miſs LExox could have juſtified herſelf, he would, 


P ĩ ˙ A | 


«© at leaſt, have read her letter; and, indeed, could 
© not but accuſe himſef of great inſolence in hav- 
ing refuſed to ſee her, when ſhe had favoured him 
e with a viſit, or to receive what ſhe had done him 
© the honour to write, but that anger had got the 
«© better of the reſpect due to her.“ | | 
'The ſervant. not perceiving that pride might be 
his lord's ſtrongeſt motive for retaining ſome appear- 
ance. of regard for one whom he had taught every 
perſon belonging to him to reſpect, was encouraged 
by the manner in in which he ſpoke: of me, and 
told him “ the chairman had left my letter, there- 
* fore the mains of repairing what he thought an 
& offence, was ſtill in his power,” Obſerving that 
he looked rather diſconcerted than angry; he 
brought it, and laying it on the table before him, 
went out of the room, while my lord continued in 
an anxious uncertainty what courſe to take. He 
owned, that, had his ſervant ſtaid, he could not 
© have prevailed on himſelf immediately to have 
opened the letter, ſo ſtrong was pride and reſent- 
“ ment; but when he found himſelf alone, every 
ce other conſideration vaniſhed before his hope, weak 
& as it was, of ſeeing me juſtified by my own' de- 
& fence.” But, continued he, when I had read 


* tured either with reſentment for the inconſtancy 
cc of which you ſuſpected me, or the meanneſs of 


treatment you had received on my. account, as I 
© gathered from the circumſtances you related, gave 
© me the tendereſt concern, at the! ſame: time that 
eit relieved me from a ſtate of miſery, to inſpire 
* me with the moſt lovely joy. I coud not reſtrain my 
*« impatience, but inſtantly: repaired to your houſe, 
* with ſuch haſte and eagerneſs in my ſleps and 
** countenance, as attracted the attention of every 
one that met me. I perceived it plainly, but 

| could 
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your letter, the affliction expreſſed in it, untinc- 


© one who cannot feel an injury? and the cruel. 
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& could not command either, nor on ſuch an oc- 
e caſion, beſtow a thought on the opinion of 
© the multitude. But when I hoped to receive 
&© the reward of my haſte by the fight of you, 
„ learnt that you were not there, nor could your 
& ſervants give me any further information, than 
< that a neighbour told them, a chair had ſtopped a 
&* conſiderable time, at your door the day before, 
* and finding no one at home, at laſt, went away. 
* I reproved them for their negligence in leaving the 
© houſe empty with more warmth and bitterneſs, 
& than I believe any of my dependants ever ſaw me 
© uſe; and now had no chance of finding you, but 
ein the poſſibility of my people's having learnt 


© where you were. In order to make this enquiry, 


J returned home with as much ſpeed as I had left it, 
* and had the ſatisfaction of hearing where you 
e lodged. Add to this, my joy in finding you, my 
“e deareſt OPHELIA, the delight of knowing you 
ce think me worthy of pardon. Relate to me eve- 


ry circumſtance of what has befallen you. Com- 


“e pleat my felicity by giving me hopes you ſtill re 
cc tain an affection for me, or if you do not, for- 
ce bear to tell it me: deceive me into happineſs, 
&« and hypocriſy will for once be a virtue.” , Alas! 
I replied, © I never had leſs occaſion to act the hy- 
& pocrite, if this is all you require. Though I have 
ce thought your treatment of me cruel, I could not 


* reſent it. My heart was too much your's to b 
angry; it could only grieve. But ſurely, it was 
© a melancholy recompence for all the pain I had "2 


© ſuffered by my abſence from you.” | 
Lord DoRchEs TER uſed all his power to ſoothe 
me, and in juſtification of what he had done, in- 


formed me, that lady 'TRENTE wrote him a letter 


the day after my being carried off, to inform him, 

that,“ ſhe had overheard miſs LENOx concertin 

* with a young gentleman, the night before, the 
| *© means 
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© means of running away with him; and conſider- 
ing all the precautions neceſſary towards conceal- 
<« ing him from his lordſhip's reſentment,. and her 
F* from his fearch. That ſhe did not hear of the 


© day that was agreed upon, therefore thought ſhe. 


« could not too ſoon give this information, as there 
c ſeldom paſſed much time between the forming 
& ſuch ſchemes and the execution of them; and 
* knowing none of my freinds, but his lordſhip, 
© ſhe believed herſelf obliged in mere charity to 
«© acquaint him with it, as it might give him the 
© power of preventing the young lady's ruin.“ 
This ingenious epiſtle found lord DoRcHESTER 


in the utmoſt anxiety, and the agreement it bore 


to my diſappearing, perſuaded him of the truth of 
it. A propheteſs who could fulfil her own predic- 
tions, would be very injudicious, if the fact did 
not correſpond with her words. He went directly 
to her houſe to enquire more particularly into the 
affair, which ſhe. confirmed to him by many cor- 
roborating circumſtances of her own invention; 
and expreſſed: herſelf ©* vaſtly concerned, that ſhe 
& did not apprehend how ſoon it was to be execut- 
« ed, ſince it might poſſibly have been prevented, 
& if ſhe had acquainted him with it at the inſtant 
© ſhe overheard us.” Lord DorcursTER want- 
ed to diſcover the gentleman, but ſhe would give 
no particular deſcription, telling him, *-ſhe could 
© not ſatisfy a. curioſity which might endanger a 
6c life ſhe ſo highly valued, as ſhe feared he in- 
ee tended to call the perſon to account.” When 
ever he preſſed for this information he could obtain 
nothing but expreſſions of her attachment to him 
(of which, though not a vain man, he was not 
ignorant before) and invectives againſt my ill con- 
duct; telling him © it ſhould make him indiffe- 
“rent to my fate, for no more could be required 
of a guardian than a parent could perform, who 
cc on. 
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* on ſuch provocation muſt abandon their beſt be- 
© loved child, and leave her to receive the puniſh- 
*©-ment ſhe fo juſtly deſerved.” 

Lady TrENTE procured many interviews with 
lord 1 by pretended informations 
that might aſſiſt him in finding me out, the only 
means ſhe could diſcover of bringing him to her 
houſe, and therefore her working brain was con- 
tinually employed in inventing them, and every 
time ſhe ſaw him, ſhe omitted no endeavours to 
attract him; but mixed fo many bitter accuſati- 
ons againſt me, with the language her love dicta- 
ted, that ſhe only increaſed his diſlike to her. He 
thought the love could not be delicate or generous, 


that took a pleaſure in giving pain to the object of 


it, whatever benefit ſhe might hope would thereb 
accrue to herſelf, on 

Having ſufficiently informed each other of all 
that had paſſed during our ſeparation, we ſpent the 
reſt of the evening in rejoicing at its being, at laſt, 
ended; but my lord declared, he ſhould never more 
think me ſafe out of his ſight, nor knew how he 
ſhould venture to leave me for an inſtant. There 
appeared an increaſe of tenderneſs in him, which 
ſilenced all my repinings at what I had ſuffered. 
Some diſaſters give a reliſh to good fortune, and 
little reverſes quicken affection. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 


Dip not return to my own houſe till the next 
morning; the hurry of my ſpirits had' a good 
deal difordered me; and as all places are agreeable 
to the happy, I choſe to remain that day at my 
lodgings; one great reaſon, I believe, might be 
an unwillingneſs to loſe any of my lord's compa- 

ny, 
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ny, by the interruption we ſhould have received 
from removing my habitation. | 

My lord DoRxchESTHER grew e uneaſy 
when he perceived that my ill ſtate of health was 
more laſting than my anxiety. We had both flat- 
tered ourſelves that happineſs would have cured 
me; but I believe my conſtitution had ſuffered as 
much from the unwholeſome fituation of the mar- 
chioneſs's caſtle, as from vexation, and therefore 
eaſe of mind was not ſufficient to recover me. 
He made me conſult a phyſician, who declared 
Tunbridge waters the moſt probable remedy, but 
as it was yet too early in the year to drink them, 
he gave me ſome medicines for preſent relief, with 
but indifferent ſucceſs. 

My lord determined to carry me to Tunbridge, 
as ſoon as the ſeaſon would permit, and engaged 
lady PALESTINE to be of the party, which I then 


looked upon as an obliging attention; without any 


one to countenance and direct me, I muſt. have 
been extremely at a loſs, in a place ſo new to me; 
but I have fince perceived, his motive, was to 
prevent my becoming intimate with any perſon, 
who not being ſo well inſtruted, might have fruſ- 
trated his views. 

In the interim, my lord's principal care was, 
finding me out a variety of amuſements. I was 
carried to every place where there was any novelty 
that might divert me, but none made ſo great an 
impreſſion on me, as a collection of curioſities, 
and Bedlam, both of which I was ſhewn. I pro- 
poſed great pleaſure from the firſt, imagining, I 
ſhould: there ſee every thing that was uncommon» 
ly beautiful; and was greatly diſappointed to find, 
that on the contrary, the colle or ſeemed to have 
been actuated by a pique at nature. For if ſhe 
happened to ſwerve f rom her general laws, to con- 


tradiQ all order, beauty and uſe; the miſhapen, 
unfor 
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unformed maſs became to him more valuable than 


her faireſt productions. He had ſpent his life in 
ſearch of things, from which moſt people would 
have run away, and had cheriſned what would 
have frighted others. - I found he was the gene- 
ral parent of monſters, the grand nurſe of aborti- 


ons, and equally the careful receiver of thoſe who 


were born dead, or died of old gge, declaring war 
with the earth, by defrauding it of its due tribute, 
the bodies of the deceaſed. The latter indeed, I 
was informed, had not been performed by his own 
art, he having robbed Egypt of half its Ptolemies, 
and yet without a moral view in ſhewing how poor 
2 load is the body of a king. One might fay with 
Antony. | 


Lie there, thou ſhadow of an emperor ; 
The ground tbom covereſt an thy mather earth, 
Is all thy empire now. ——— : 


I was carried next to Bedlam, where I was ſur- 
prized to find ſo few perſons confined in a place, 


which I was told had been appropriated to the re- 


ception of ſuch as were deprived of their Reaſon, 
for I myſelf had feen a raſficient number to have 
_ it, whom I ſhould have judged well quali- 

It was ſtrange to me, that no perſon ſhould be 
thought to deſerve confinement, but he whoſe 
hurtful actions proceeded from miſtaken notions. 
While he, who is prompted by evil intentions, who 
acts in open defiance of religion, virtue and reaſon, 
and endeavours to form a happineſs for himſelf in 
deſtroying that of ſociety, ſhall be imitated by a 
few, approved by many, and tolerated by all. - He 


ſhall be ſuffered to enjoy liberty, who from a falſe. 


pride reduces himſelf and family to beggary 
and ſhame; he, who proſtitutes his nn 
an 
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and tramples honeſty under foot, in order to gain 
honours, ſhall be received into ſociety, while the 
3 wretch who innocently fancies himſelf a 

ing, ſhall be ſhut in a dark room. Denied the 
light of the ſun, which gracionſly ſhines on the juſ# 
and unjuſt. | 

I received great confolation from ſeeing fo much 
happineſs among ꝙ ſet, who, above others, 
ſeemed to claim our pity, and was glad to find, 
that the lunaticks in Bedlam, as well as thoſe that 
live more at large, could ſay that, tbere is a plea- 
ſure in being mad, which none but madmen know. 
And, I am not ſure, the former have not the larger 
ſhare of it. He who madly believes felicity to 
conſiſt in things which when attained, would give 
him more pain than ſatisfaction, he who aims at 
impoſſibilities, and ſearches for what cannnot be 
diſcovered, has juſt reaſon enough to feel diſap- 
pointment, but not to conquer the turn of mind 
which led him into the vain purſuit which occaſt- 
oned it. 

On the contrary, in Bedlam, the ambitious man 
is a king, and with fancied majeſty, ſtruts as proud- 
ly in his wretched rags, as if cloathed in corona- 

n robes, and his head is as eaſy as if graced with 
a diadem. The miſer, in his dirty cell, believes 
himſelf poſſed of mines of gold, and rejoices in 
his ſtore. The-gay man enjoys imaginary plea- 
ſure, and fancies variety, while his life paſſes in a 
dull ſameneſs, day after day. The politician here 
beholds the fucceſs of every ſeheme, he new 
moulds the ftate, wages bloody wars, effects the 
greateſt revolutions, and becomes the ruler of the 
world, without ſtirring out of his little cell. Here 
the author's imagination reconciles the two things 
he before found moſt irreconcileable, wit and 
riches, and enraptured, enjoys a conſciouſneſs of 
{uperior genius. The vain woman in ſpite of age, 
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er the ſmall-pox, perceives an admirer in every one 
that beholds her; and the finical beau fancies finery 
in his filth. Where every thing 1s imaginary, the 
pride and vanity of the undertaker aſſures him of 
ſucceſs, nothing but reaſon will convince an obſti- 
nate man, that his genius can be conquered, and 
his well-laid ſcheme baffled. +: 
I was not long permitted to enjoy the conſolation 
I received, from finding, that miſery was not always 
the portion of the mad; for we were ſoon carried 
to another-part-of the hoſpital, ſet aſide for thoſe 
who were afflicted with imaginary wretchedneſs. 
'This, indeed, was a dreadful fight; for though the 
cauſes were fantaſtic, the ſufferings were real; there 
was ſomething too ſhocking in this ſcene, to tempt 
me to make a ſtay of many minutes in it. We left 
it as ſoon as we could, but yet I thought the leſſon 
it gave, might not be uſeleſs to a mind capable of 
reflection. Should it not teach mankind to endea- 
vour to bring their paſſions under the directions of 
reaſon? To fix their inconſtant minds, and expel 
every fantaſtic whim, leſt they ſhould gain ſtrength 
from time and encouragement, till they arrive at 
the dreadful exceſs of which Bedlam affords ſo many 
examples? If people once ſuffer themſelves to de- 
viate from reaſon's path, who can pretend to fix 
any certain bounds for their miſguided ſteps z and 


when the conſiſtency of action which ſhe ſhould 


conſtitute, gives place to every whim of a caprici- 
ous mind, is it wonderful that they ſhould wander 
on till they arrive at diſtraction. The pleaſures, 
honours, and misfortunes, of thoſe who are deno- 
minated rational beings, are generally imaginary; 
they frequently rejoice at what is no benefit, and 
grieve for what is no evil; they eagerly purſue trifles 
which are not worth a thought, and neglect matters 
of the higheſt importance: In ſhort, they will la- 
bour years, to obtain pleaſures which laſt but a day, 
1 and, 
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and, for a moment's gratification, will give up the 
happineſs which ſhall "continue through all eternity, 
I cannot help thinking your ladyſhip lulled into 
2 ſweet ſlumber, by my moralizing on this ſcene; 
but, indeed, you muſt excuſe me, for it made fo 
deep an impreſſion on my mind, that I can never 
recolle& it without falling back into the ſame train 
of refleQions, which I then made upon it, and for 
which a longer experience of the world, has only 
ſerved to give me a greater ſcope. In conſideration 
of this indulgence, I will promiſe, if poſſible, to a- 
void all ſuch offence for the future, and the better 
to effe& it, will carry your ladyſhip to a new place, 
paſſing over in ſilence the remainder of the time I 
ſpent in London ; for as it afforded little beſide mat- 
ter for reflection on cuſtoms to which I was a ſtran- 
ger, I may be apt again to turn moralizer. I muſt 
depend on the actions of others for making my nar- 
ration more agreeable to you, than a long ſeries of 
my own thoughts, which are nothing but a compo- 
ſition of witty obſervations that would make any 
good-natured perſon weep the poverty of imagina- 
tion, that gave riſe to them; /ively remarks that 
would prove better ſoporificks than all the opium in 
Turkey; diſſertations moral, religious, and enterta in- 
ing, from which, after much yawning, you may 
learn, that it is right to do right, and wrong to do 
wrong, that friendſhip is better than enmity, and 
that it is wiſer to pleaſe than to offend. Theſe 
great truths I ſhall leave to be taught by perſons, 
who love ſporting on an old ſentiment in thfead-bare 
words; avoiding as much as I can, the produce of 
my own brain; in hopes of affording you more en- 
tertainment by collecting exotics, than from any 
plants that ariſe from ſo bad a foil as my imaginati- 


On, which is not very fertile of any thing but weeds. 


muſt not, however, omit one affair which was 
tranſacted before we left London. The u— 
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of Taxwrz was fo enraged at Mrs. HxRNER's hav- 
ing left me a poſſibility of eſcaping, by whicli her 
ſchemes were fruſtrated, and ſhe expoſed, that ſhe 
refuſed to fee her at her return to London, whete 
Mrs. HERNER went, as ſoon as ſhe found I was ir- 

recoverably loſt, A more lamentable effect of the 
marchioneſs's diſpleaſure, than the withdrawing the 
light of her countenance, was her refuſing to main- 
tain her any longer, in which denial ſhe abufed her 
in the moſt opprobrious terms, that rage and inſo- 
lence could ſuggeſt. In this diſtreſs, Mrs. HERNER 
applied to many ot her friends, but found, that few 
people's compaſſion extended farther than words 
and condolences; as for more effectual conſolation 
every one ſhifted her off to another, as more able to 
afliſt her; like Gay's hare, ſhe received nothing 
but advice to apply to others ; The ſheep's at hand, 
and worl is warm. I ſappoſe ſhe thought I might 
harbour ſome refentment againſt her, in confidera- 
tion of the part ſhe had been employed to act to- 
wards me; at leaſt, faw no reaſon to expect I ſhould 
do for her, what thoſe who called themſelves her 
friends, refuſed; ſo that I only heard by chance, 
that ſhe and her niece had quarrelled, but the ocea- 
ſion of it was unknown. Lord DoxcHesTER had 
adviſed me to conceal the marchioneſs's behaviour 
towards me, and Mrs. HERNER had not declared 
it, fearing to exaſperate her ſtill more. 1924226 
Though I was as. little diſpoſed to eſteem Mrs. 
HrRNER's diſpoſition, as to be grateful for the office 
ſhe had undertaken, yet I could not be inſenſible to 
her diſtreſs. A brave man ſtruggling with the 
* ſtorms of fate,” is the nobleſt work of God, and 
deſerves our admiration; but a mean man is ſtill 
his workmanſhip, and, when afflicted, demands our 
pity. I told my lord, how much her misfortunes 
affected me, and the more as I was, though not 
blameably, the occaſion of them. I found his heart 


Was 
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was not leſs penetrable than mine; he compaſſion- 
ated her, and ſaid, he could not bear, that a 
« one ſhould be made wretched by an event which 
& reſtored his happineſs. He anfwered me, that I 
« might be eaſy on her account, for he would take 
« care ſhe ſhould have the means of being ſo; but 
thought it right that, if poſſible, they ſhould 
« be procured from lady TRENTE, who, at leaſt, 
« deſerved that puniſhment.” | 
Lord DokcHxsTER accordingly went to the mar- 


chioneſs, and told her, that, . ſhe muſt know, he 


« was well acquainted with her treatment of me, 
© and that ſhe might expect to have it made pub- 
& lic, and to become the topic of general diſcourſe, 
& if ſhe would not agree to ſettle an independency 
« on Mrs. HERNER. Not that he was at all obliged 
6 to that lady's intentions, who had been a vigilant 
c gaoler, but becauſe he pitied the woman.” Ta 
'TRENTE was ſhecked at ſceing my lord; but this 
propaſal ſoon turned the bluſh of ſhame into the 
higher red of anger. He found her invincible ſpirit 


ſcarcely to be ſubdued by the pride' of reputation. 


She would indeed, after a fhort reſiſtance, have con- 
ſented to receive her aunt; but my lord had under- 
taken the poor woman's cauſe, and thought he 
ſhould but half relieve her diſtreſs, if he expoſed her 
to her niece's ill-uſage. He therefore inſiſted on a 
ſettlement of 200 J. per annum for her, finding no 
hopes of ſuch an allowance, voluntarily, as he 
thought her relation to to the marchioneſs, and her 
paſt merits. deſerved from her. At laſt, he ſucceed- 
ed; got the ſettlement drawn up, and delivered it 


into the hands of the overjoyed Mrs. HERNER. 
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CHAP. XI. 


AD Parten delayed dn * 10 un- 
bridge, for more than à fottnight after lord 
DoRCHESTER wiſhed me-there, He was defitous 
of my drinking the waters as ſoon as the weather 
would permit; but her ladyſhip did not apprehend 
the ſhould receive ſufficient pleaſure from watching 
my recovery, to reconcile her to the place while it 
continued empty. She did not give this as her reaſon 
for deferring her journey, but put it upon buſineſs, 
which, in a woman who had no buſineſs but plea- 
ſure, told i it as plainly, though more civily, Le 2 
ſhe had ſaid it in expreſs terms. By this dela 
place was pretty full when we got thither. e — 
rived late at night, but the love of company deter- 
mined lady PaLxs TIN R to appear the next morn- 
ing, and ſhe inſiſted on; my: doing the ſame. I had 
been accuſtomed to evening crowds,; but to be intro - 
duced into one ſo early in the day, was quite neu 
to me, and ſo little agreeable to me at a time when 
my health made me rather languid in a morniog, 
that I, wondered it ſhould ever be a pracdies among 
a ſociety, of, invalids. l 40 

The muſic which, played. while the company re- 
mained upon the, walks pleased me; but I! have 
laughed at myſelf ſince, for. the reafans I aſſigned for 
it. I, imagined, it. was intended as a part of that 
courſe which was to reſtore the ſick to health; and 
medicinally deſigned to promote chearfulneſs, to re- 
move the gloomineſs acquired in the night, enliven 
the langour of ,a ſick; perſon's, morning, to divert 
their, thoughts from their infirmities, and give 2 
turn to their ſpirits, Not contented with this rea- 
ſon alone, as ſome of the muſic;ſeemed too loud for 
the trembling lame of an Ball. 1 ſuſpeQed. it was 
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alſo intended to drown the complaints of the ſick, as 
drums and trumpets are uſed in battle, to prevent 
the groans of all the wounded from being heard by 
the reſt, who might be intimidated by them. Ima- 
gination often makes us attribute to deſign, what is 


really the effect of chance, 
| 9 Regal 28 211216 H. MN 331A 


And learned Commentators view, 
In Homer, more than Homer knew. 


But I am-ftill of opinion, that though this may not 
be a reaſon for the muſic's playing, it is a good con- 
ſequence ariſing from it; for I obſerved that if it 
ceaſed for a moment, I heard a hundred voices, too 
weak indeed, to contend with the ſhrill violin, or 
the hoarſe violincello, uttering promiſcuouſly the 
words jaundice, palſy, gout, rheumatiſm, with the 
names of almoſt every other diſeaſe incident to hu- 
man nature; with ſo minute a detail of the ſym 
toms of each, as increaſed the evil in the ſufferer's 
imagination, and lowered the ſpirits of the hearer; 
and all in ſuch à confuſion of tongues, that it was 
impoſſible to appropriate to each their reſpective 
complaints, but ſerved to convince me, that all dif- 
tempers were there aſſembled. This filled my mind 
with a kind of horror, and I was almoſt ready to be- 
lieve I made one'in'HoLBrrn's dance of death. ''' 
I was for ſome time amuſed with the variety of 
characters this place afforded; and with the vanity 
and envy ſo apparent in many, which I make no 
doubt ofen delays the benefit that would otherwiſe 
be received from the waters. A pretty woman af. 
flicted with the jaundice, whoſe pn have been 
ſufficiently” depreſſed with a cloud of © yellow 
ſpread over her charms, has been ſeen to grow 
viſibly of a deeper dye by the perſecution of u rival 
beauty, who, to complete the triumph of _ 
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and bloom, would always fit next her. It was com- 
mon to fee a young lady with bright eyes, and rer 
ſplendent complexion, place herſelf cloſe by a pale 
and languid ſpectre, and with pleaſure conſidering 
the contraſt; or a giggling girl, crowding a deject- 
ed invalid, who might have fat for the image of pa- 
tience on a monument. | | 

The variety of behaviour in this various company, 
was not leſs entertaining. I was often diverted with 
obſerving a meeting between a delicate town- lady, 
and a robuſt northern laſs; the contempt in each of 
their countenances, ſufficiently proved the ſelf-fatis- 
faction of both. The eaſy aſſurance of a perſon 
much accuſtomed to company, and the timerous ſly- 
neſs of a country-girl, who never before . was five 
miles diſtant from the family manſion, makes no 
bad ſcene, the one advancing with intended affabili- 

, While the other, with innocent fear, retires from 
the forward thing, whom the ſuſpeQs of ſome bad 
deſign. «ts | 

When I had ſo often obſerved theſe movements 
of the mind, that they. grew old to me, they ceaſed 
to entertain, and I became voy much tired of the 
rooms, except on ball- nights, I loved dancing; and 
lord DoxchHESTER or lord LarBoROUGH (who 
followed us down to Tunbridge) were my partners. 
I found more than ever the inconvenience of bei 


the ſubject of obſervation; I could neither fit nor. 


walk in peace. Every motion was conſtrained by 
perceiving myſelf continually ſtared at. In a morn- 
ing, indeed, I was leſs obſerved; ſick people have 
not then ſpirits enough to be impertinent: my lord 
faid I owed it to the paleneſs of my complexion, for 
ſickneſs had robbed me of my natural colour; tho” 
the heat of the room in an evening, would, in a 
degree reſtore it. Lady PALESTINE uſed to be out 
of patience with the uneaſineſs ſhe ſaw me under at 
being looked at; and 1 tell me ſhe never envied” 
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me ſo much; I have been ready to reply that, © per- 
** haps ſhe thought a very exact examination could 
« diſcover only beauties in her, whereas I was fear- 
ful that ſuch ſtrict obſervation muſt rather enable 
« them to perceive defects in me, which in a tran- 
& ſient view, might be overlooked.” | 

I wiſhed myſelf leſs at leiſure to remark the aQi- 
ons of others, the impertinent effect of idleneſs ; 
and growing extremely tired of ſitting by a card- 
table, withqut having the leaſt knowledge of the 
game there played at (which however ſo fixed lord 
. e and lady PALESTINE's thoughts on 
their cards, that I had no converſation with them) I 
was tempted to try my fortune at A game at chance, 
then much in faſhion. As no ſkill was required, 1 
thought I might ſucceed as well as others; fortune 
has been, ſaid to favour fools, and at play, Ewas.an 
abſolute ideot; therefore, had ſome reaſon to hope, 
| the would prove propitious. Ib, 
I went home the firſt night, winner of two or 
three guineas, and was very well entertained. Play, 
by keeping up an eager attention, amuſed me much, 
and ſoon awakened in me the ſpirit of a gameſter. 
I regularly attended the table every night, but con- 

ſtantly with bad ſucceſs, This 0 ust. difchurage 
me; but, on the Fouenry, convinced my luck was 
changed, I continued till I had not a ſhilling left 
fully expecting that every ſtake would bring me 
back a part of what I had loſt. I was now in a diſ- 
agreeable ſituation ; I reproached myſelf for my fol- 
ly, and not being able to ſupply the expences of go- 
ing abroad, was obliged. to ſpend my evenings at 
home. This was not very eaſy, for lady PALESTINE 
loyed no place that was not crowded, and my lord 
was engaged in a party, which he knew not how to 
leave; I was obliged therefore, to practice a con- 
ſtant reſiſtance to the preſſing inſtances they con- 
tinually made me, to accompany them. i "p 
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with regret, I did what ſeemed ſo very obſtinate and 
diſobliging, as to perſiſt in ſaying, I did not chuſe to 
go, when they ſo earneſtly intreated it; but I was 
too much aſhamed of my folly, to own my reaſon; 


| beſides, that it would have been making my lord pay 


for it inſtead of myſelf, To be ſo long deprived of 
his preſence, was very painful to me; if I had gone 
to the rooms, there were times when he was not fix- 
ed to a card- table, and I then uſed to enjoy his con- 
verſation; but now I did not ſee him for three long 
hours together. He too regretted the ſame; and, 
at laſt, began to account for my obſtinacy from his 
own imagination. faint AHA 
One day he was extremely melancholy, though 
he ſeemed as fond of me as ever, if not mote tender; 
but it was accompanied by ſuch an air of dejection, 
that IT forgot the emptineſs of my purſe, and thought 
of nothing but him. | 
Having a dread of his jealous temper, I conſider- 
ed whether this change could be attributed to it. I 


* 


recalled to mind; every circumſtance of my beha- 


viour; whereby I diſſipated all fears of that ſort. 
I had been ſo very cautious of giving him offence, 
that J had avoided the acquaintance of all men, and 
had not even given a civil anſwer to thoſe who 
ſpoke to me; or thanked them for ſuch  civilities 
as people have an opportunity of paying at a public 
place. To do this had been a great force on my 
diſpoſition, which is naturally free and gay; but I 
had ſuffered too much not to conquer it. | 
Unable to gueſs at the reaſon of the depreſſion 
of my lord's ſpirits, I begged him to tell it me, and 
with ſome reluQance, he ſaid, ** It is cruel, my dear 
** OrHeri, to perſecute you any more; I am ſen- 
* ſible if I am unhappy, it is not with your inten- 
tion; your behaviour ſhews me, that you are un- 
willing to make me fo; though it afflicts yet it 
* obliges me; and by raiſing my eſteem, encreaſes 
| L 3, © my 
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my affection, while it proves the abatement of 
„ your's. Do not imagine, I mean to reproach 
*. py; our inclinations are not in our power; if 
% your's were, I am perſuaded I ſhould retain the 
fame portion I once enjoyed. You look ſur- 
% prized, but pardon me, my deareſt angel, if 1 
** 1mpute your reſolution of not going abroad, to a 
2 * 4 of conquering ſome impreſſions made on 
your heart, which in public ycu fear would be in- 
* creaſed. I can aſſign no other reaſon for your 
reſiſting our importunities, and thus turning us 
** looſe in a place of gaiety and diſſipation ; nor for 
the confuſion and diſturbance which is viſible in 
© you, when we endeavoured to get you with us, 
« and the thoughtfulneſs in which I often perceive 
“ yon. I admire the efforts you uſe to conquer 
„this new-borninclination; it is worthy the good- 
„ neſs of your heart, which would make you grieve 
to render any one fo unhappy, as you know I 
“ ſhall be made by the loſs of your affections. I 
* have nothing to complain of but my own de- 


* fects, which prevent my keeping a heart that ſo 


«« generouſly endeavours to remain mine. I almoſt 


* pity you for poſſeſſing virtues, which increaſe a a 


*© love your humanity would wiſh to diminiſh ; 
“you are far above the low pride of deſiring to 
* preſerve an affection you cannot return. My 

kind, my good OPHELIA, tell me with your na- 
% tural ſincerity, if I may hope, that, by thus a- 
« voiding my powerful rival, I begin to recover 
% the heart I was in danger of loſing.” All 
this he uttered with ſo much melancholy and ten- 
derneſs, that I could have ſhed tears for his imagi- 
nary misfortune. My aſtoniſhment at this unac- 
countable whim, was beyond expreſſion. I cried 
out, © What will nota jealous fancy ſuggeſt ! How 
fertile is its invention! Oh! my Lord, how in- 


* 


«« genious 


* you; you are not unjuſt, though I am unhap- 


* 4 


ON P\ BH. E. TA 247 
© genious are you to torment yourſelf! Who 
„ would imagine, that all your ſuppoſitions have 
« no other foundation than my ſtaying a few days 
« at home! Conſider how ſuſceptible you are of 
e fancies that afflict you; had I been eager to go 
4% abroad, I ſhould have given riſe to ſome of theſe 
t kinds of ſuſpicions z by chuſing to ſtay at home, 
© I have done the ſame; can nothing but a total 
6 indifference to every thing, give you the eaſe 
© of mind I wiſh you? I have much of it in m 
6 heart; but youth and vivacity will not ſuffe 
ce ſuch coldnefs of manner. I then aſſured him 
„ that, ſo far from having found any one whom I 
* was diſpoſed to like too well, I had not even ſeen 
© a man that was more agreeable to me. But 
all I could ſay, would not convince him. He 
replied, © This was the anſwer of my humanity, 
* not of my truth; that T thought | concealment 
« juſtified by the eaſe it might give him; and, in 
* ſhort, he would not believe; that his fears were 
« groundlefs; if I would, not tell him the reaſons 
fc of my leaving off going abroad, when he ima- 
„ gined it was grown more agreeable by my hav- 
ing got into a party at a game, of which I ſeem- 
* ed very fond.” | then told him the truth was, 
had been fo fooliſh as to loſe too much mo 
to like it any longer.“ That, replied his 
lordſhip, “ is no reaſon why you ſhould not go a- 
** broad as you did before you played.“ Thus he 
perplexed me, by not readily accepting my rea- 
ſons, till at laſt, I was reduced to tell him, That, 
* I thought it would be more prudent to take the 
** honour of the delicate, wiſe, and generous ſen- 

** timents, upon which he had ſuppoſed me to act, 
than to own, frankly, that I was'ſo very great a 
* fool, as to loſe every ſhilling I had at cards; 
Fand, by that means, had been obliged to keep 
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e houſe" ter Lan of money to defray the ern 
cc expeners ing: ab broad“ | din N 
WT lhoked of Ady filly, I believe, when I made 
this confeſſion, but od I bad thus mortified my. 
ſelf, it was hard that my lord would ſcarcely eredit 
it. Lo give a particular geſeription of my folly was 
a ſufficient puniſnment ſor it, but I found this ne- 
ceſſary in order to convince his incredulity; ſo with 
dome bluſhes, I told him, IT hat my firſt il-luck 
% made me deſperate, lab Tloſt all my money in 
e trying to recover part of it.“ 
Lord Dokcutsttr laughed ſo heabtily that Ke 
put me almoſt out of humour, and" quite out of 
. countenance; but he ſoon ack owledged this to be 
ſo natural and ſo common, that it was | extremely 
credible; and declared himſelfoverjoyed'to find tit 
my money, and not my affection, had been won 
He would have repaired my ill-fortune; by | giving 
me much more than I choſe to accept. © He'beg- 
© ed, I would not contrdul my 1 for he 
1 could: furniſh me with 4 conſiderable ſum year. 
56 ly, without any inconvenienee to himſelf, and 
2 could truſt to my 1 for not \exceeding 
« it. 29 
I could not borbear returning ich thanks for an 
indulgence, in reality ſo blameable, but telling him | 
that} “ He was willing to build his dependance on 
2 a very weak foundation, as my paſt folly tov 
* plainly ſhewed, I aſſured him, ** J was ſuffici- 
0 ently diſguſted with play, and would never again 
begin any thing, to which wy pruderiee found it 
difficult to put a'ſtop.*? - 

My lord - ſeemed ſo happy in having learnt the 
cauſe of my retirement, that I could not but uk, 
I was» peculiarly. fortunate in having the powet 
giving fo. much pleaſure by the-diſcovety of 2 
lies. But this ſuſpicious — in steg appear 
ed to me very ſtrange; I thought it an n= 
a 
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able narrownefs of mind i in a mat o generous in 


other reſpects. 

I wondered he ſhould. ſuppole Friend ſhip could: 
be ſo ſoon i or ended, ſince eithet appear- 
ed to me a work of time. One might ſee merit in 


an early acquaintance, or in ſome unguarded mo- 


ment, diſcover faults, which for à long time had 
been concealed, but the effect could not be ſo 
ſpeedy; natural indifference, or habitual fondneſs 
require time to conquer them. However, as this 
cavetouſneſs of my affection proved the value he ſet 

upon it, I was not inclined to complain of the con- 


ſequences; but thought myſelf made for the de- 


ſtruction of his virtues, ſince only in his behaviour 
to me, had he ever ſwerved' from the mot exten. 
five 9 and tendereſt banmnity. | 


* 


CHAP: XII. 


LURING my ſtay at Tunbridge, te, many 
bad bund dene attend gaming, but none 
are worth communicating, except one, uhich Was 
fo ludicrous, that as it oon became public, it grew 
a general entertainment: A country. gentleman,” a 
few years before, had married a young lady, with 
whom he made an agreement before marriage, 
that ſhe ſhould never go to Landon; to which, as 
liking the man and his fortune, ſhe readily Couſtt. 
ed. After a. Perk long ſtay in the country, ſhe: 
began to grow a- little fred of her ſolitude, and 
cold not fotbear uſing ſome perſuaſions, to Me 
vall on her huſband to be more complaifant- after 
marriage, than he was before. A ſtrange. 1 1 
vour certainly, but he being a goodnatured, ma 
was ſorry to refuſe her earneft requeſt; though as 
their eftate was ſmall, and they had a pretty large 
family, he could not reconcile it to his conſcience.. 
L. 5. However,, 
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However, as her deſire grew very ſtrong, and her 

importunities frequent; he, at laſt told her, that 
an expedition to London was too expenſive to a- 
5 gree with their finances, but if ſhe could ſave up 
an hundred pounds, as ſhe had the ſole care of 
** the money, he would go with her to Tunbridge, 
© and ſtay there as long as it laſted.” 

Thus encouraged in a c&conomy, ſhe abridged 
their own table, ſtarved the ſervants, and was in- 
defatigable in her endeayours to ſcrape up this hap- 
Py ſum. CER 
is in a years time ſhe accompliſhed, and, with 

eat joy acquainted her huſband with it. He had 
uffered a little by the change which this ſparingneſs 
had produced in the entertainment of himſelf and 
his friends; but that had never mortified him ſo 
much, as the knowledge that the ſum was compleat- 
ed. He was fond of the country, loved the ſport it 
afforded, and had beſides a great part of his eftate 
in his hands, for the management of which, 
his preſence was abſolutely neceſſary, However, 
he would not diſappoint his wife, or break his word; 
ſo the day was fixed, and they went thither accord- 
ingly. ey placed themſelves in the firſt lodgings 
they could find; but as they were very-bad, it was 
agreed they ſhould change them for better the next 
week, | n 
Now our lady was in high bliſs, and that all her 
time might be filled up, was abroad from morning 
till night. The huſband was not fond of any of the 
diverſions going forward there; and found the wea- 
rineſs natural to people at firſt coming to a place 
where they have no acquaintance, oF where the 
manner of life is quite different from what they have 
been accuſtomed to, or liked ; but he did not de- 
ſpond, as he hoped to get into a little more ſociety 
and hoſpitality when they had a better apartment, 
| ; 1 8 Accordingly, 


oF. RIS 6. RY 


© nother week, 


4 that you had no money. 
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Accordingly,” at the end of the week, he deſired 
his lady to give him the bill, in which they had 
brought their money, that he might get it changed, 
and then they would go and take good lodgings, and 


ſettle themſelves in à comfortable and handſome 


manner.” The meek wife was: a; little confounded, 
and deferred her compliance; ſaying, it was time 
enough; their lodgings would ſerve very well a- 
'and then they ſhould have better 
choice, as in fo fluctuating a place many people 
© would be gone by that time, with many other 
nces to delay it. But the huſband ſhew- 
ing her reafons were not ſufßcient, nate in hes 
neſts: ant! 301% 201 Ick 
This increaſed her — * to the greatel 4 
gree; at laſt, with downcaſt looks, conſcious bluſhes, 
and fluttering voice ſhe cries, my dear, I have 
changed the bill. „ Oh very well,” anſwer- 
ed the huſband, 4 it will ſave me the trouble of 
doing it, but give me a little money that I may 
«nave us with ſuch things as we want.“ The 
poor lady grew ſtill more diſtreſſed, and was reduced 
to whiſper, I have no money, I beg your 


pardon, anſwered he, I underſtood you had. 


* changed: the bill. Come, give it me then; and. 
“you ſhall have ſome. preſently. 1 aſſure you, 
* MotLy, there is no living at this place without 
* money.“ Lou are right,“ anſwered the pe- 

nitent wife, I have changed the bill.“ Well, 
„ well,” replied the huſband; * I am very ſtupid 
© to be ſure, this thick air has affected my ſenſes, 
and I can underſtand nothing. Firſt, I fancied 
* you ſaid you had changed the bill; and; then, 

1 do nothing but blun- 


der. Come, my dear, let's go and ſeek for lodg- 
* ings. Our couſins of Pen-ball, came laſt night. 
My uncle CRume writes me word, he ſhall be 


2 ere. to morrow; and my aunt Jonss is ex pe 
16 © ed: 
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ed every minute. We mult invite theſe friends 
be ' to dinner. I would not have them think we: are 
% grown fine folks; becauſe we are in a ſine place, 
we muſt not forget our relations. I love to live 
« well every Where with family.? 
e love, wk again, the abaſhed lady, « ind. 
C you do not. blunder. I beg you pardon, but, 
and inſtead of finiſhing her ſentence, a few tears 
trickled down her cheeks. “ What is the matter 
« with you, Mol Y?“ quoth the huſband, why 
4 you are a riddle, I think. Come, ſpeak plain, 
as And never cry. Wh hy you know I am never an- 
Yow are my ro wife; and I love you, 
ie « £7 what you pleaſe, for I cannot bear to ſee you. 
% vexed.“ 
_ © You are too ohh my dear,” replies the 
wife, ſobbing grievouſly, but it muſt come out, 
« ſo] may as well tell you at farſt, my love, that 
* I have loſt.” Here the tears flowed again 
Oh, you have loſt your purſe, have you?“ an 
ſwered the huſband, why am ſorry for you, it 
Lis hard, you ſhould loſe any part of what you 
« had faved with fo much care, and I wth I could 
« afford to make it up to you; but we will have it 
* cried, if an honeſt perſon has found it, he will 
« reſtore it -undiminiſhed, but to be ſure, there 
are more rogues than honeſt men here; ſo the 
* chance is againſt us; however, if we do nat reco- 
ver it, you are ſo good a manager, that weſhall 
« do very well fome time on the reſt, we muſt 
* live a little more ſparingly, that is all. 
Alas] alas!” cried ſhe, in an agony, there 
« is no reſt to live upon. We have nothing of 
„which to be ſparing.” What“ ſays he, had: 
« you all the money in your purſe? that was un- 
« jucky indeed, and I am afraid, will make it 
„ more difficult to be recovered; for there are- 


N whoſe honeſty would have reliſted twen- 
ty 
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„ Ttowas: not loft-ſo ſo neither; my dear kuſban 
replied the lady, will confeſs the whole 4 


© if my tears will but ſet me. Vou muſt know 


then, _ wo night I went into the ng 
© fawi a 
© ſeemed: — 


many poop people ut a pretty pla * 


in the world. 
very civit perſons a. th room for me, and I could 


© not ſee. why 1 ſhould not play as well as others, 


* ſo I fat down, and began by winning; but be- 


fore the end of the night, I loſt a good deal, 
Sand was 6bliged to get the man belonging to the 


table to change my bill. The next morning. 


* ING to win it! back again, and did in 


At night I thought I might win the whole; 


2 k inſtead of that, I loſt more. 1 wasaſhamed | 
to let you know it; but intended as ſoon as Þ 


* could get back all I had diſburſed to play no long- 
6er, and to ſettle all things with yu Here her 
ww very clamorous, and with much dif- 
ficulty e ſobbed out, in trying to win it, I loſt 
< it all to ten guineas,.“ At this melancholy con- 
cluſion, the weeping dame was quite inconf6lable- 
but the huſband not ſorry to have a good excuſe 
to return home, where his affairs required his pre- 
ſence; *© begged her to make herſelf eafy. That 
he came only to divert her, and as ſhe had had 
her diverſion, he was perfectiy well pleaſed, and 
« as much ſo, that it was done in 'a ſhort; as a 
long time. That he would 7 pay for their lodg- 
< ings, and their journey back; he had juſt heard: 


© a coach cried that was going t6-their part of the 


world; and he would ſecure it directly, for them 
« to return in, intreating her to be under no con- 
40 cern.” Thus he got her ſafe home to his great 
ſatisfaction; nor was the lady ſo mortified as one 
might imagine, being well out of a ſcrape ſhe fear- 

a. 
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ed, would have greatly offended her huſband. She 
thought herſelf much obliged to him for-an indul- 
gence which he found very eaſy, as the event of 
their journey was as. agreeable to — as it could 

be, in procuring him a ſpeedy return. t 

Though i in one folly I was kept in countenance, t 
if companions in our weakneſſeſs can have that ef. 0 
fect; yet my ignorance and want of thought had " 
conſequences of ſuch importance, that if I could 
have pleaded' precedents for my errors, it _— 
have offered me no conſolation. 

The diverſions of the place brought me into 
ſcrapes of which I had no notion before: that 
which moſt alarmed me, ' aroſe from a ball. 
At the beginning of the evening, I was aſked to- ; 

< 
| 


dance by a gentleman, with whom TI had no ac-- 
quaintance. Having been a good deal indiſpoſed 
all day, I had determined not to dance, and ſaw 
— in this ſtranger, that ſhould conquer my 
reſolution, with which I acquainted him, and he 
choſe another partner. Toward the end of the 
night, being pretty well recovered, a lively tune 
inſpired me with an inclination for dancing, and 
lord DoRCHESTER being by me, offered to be my 
partner, which was an additional inducement, and 
accordingly we began; but I had not gone down 
many couples, before I was ſtopped by the gentle- 
man I refuſed, who addreſſed me with ſaying, © I 
« had not uſed him like a gentleman, in dancing 
« after I had told him, I did not chuſe it.“ 

His countenance wore ſuch viſible marks of an- 
ger, that he ſtartled me very much; but I anſwer- 
ed very innocently, .*© that what: I ſaid was the real 
« truth, when he aſked me, I did not chuſe to 
1 dance, but that I afterwards altered my mind.“ 

To this he replied, that, the change he ſup+ 

* poſed, was occaſioned by _ aſked 175 a diffe- 

rent 


8. 
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&© rent perſon, had lord DORCHESTER been in his 
« place, the refuſal would ſcarcely have been giv- 
«c en.“ 5 5 

I was inſenſible to any affront being deſigned in 
this; I thought what he ſaid extremely probable, - 
though it was not then fact, and with great ſimpli- 
city aſſured him, that“ he was miſtaken, for that 
« when he aſked me I would not have danced with 
* any one, though! allowed, to have had lord Dor- 
© CHESTER for a partner, might have been a ſtrong- 
© er temptation, as my intimacy with him muſt 
© make him more agreeable to me.“ 

The angry man grew more ireful, and replied, 
te beauty could not excuſe inſolence, adding, that, 
ce he did not at all doubt, but that I was intimately 
« acquainted with his lordſhip, who, in return for 
* the intimacy, ſhould teach me how to treat gentle- 
* men of faltrion,” He continued ſome time in 
this ſtrain, repeating the word intimacy with a ſneer, 
and ſo ſtrong an emphaſis, that I thought it had of- 
fended him, but did not imagine he meant more by 
it than I had done. | 55 

My lord did not hear it with the ſame indiffe- 
rence.” He came up to him, and told him, it 
was not acting the part of a gentleman to in- 
* ſult a lady, who, ignorant of the cuſtoms of 
„balls, having never been at one before ſhe came 
eto Tunbridge, could not properly be faid to of- 
fend againſt a ceremony ſhe knew not. He ina 
© whiſper, offered to defend my intention, and 
“ juſtify his right to me as a partner, when and 
© where he pleaſed; being as ready to do it, as to 
« corre& his impertinence and inſolent inſinuati- 


ons: and,” continued he, a man of courage: 


© would chuſe to attack one, rather than affront 
« a young lady, from whom none but yourſelf 
{© could reſent any behaviour, tho? he might feel 
it moſt ſenſibly.” Lady PALESTINE, who was 

; Fe within. 


932 


2585 0 5 E F E T A 


within hearing, cried out to me, © what have you 


* done! you have occaſioned a quarrel which may 


c become fatal to the life you value above all o- 


& thers.” Her words filled me with terror and 
confuſion, I could not comprehend her meaning ful. 
ly, but was ſo extremely affected, that lord Dor- 


CHESTER begged her to be ſilent, and defired 1 


- 
* 


would permit him to lead me home. | 
le could not have made a requeſt with which 


I ſhould more gladly have complied. I feared I 


knew not what for 5 and conſequently for my- 
ſelf; if he was with me, I thought us both ſafe; 
I wiſhed to carry him from a place which, from 
what T could learn, I had made dangerous, and 
hoped to receive from him, an explanation of 
what lady PALESsTINE had ſaid to me. She fol- 
lowed us immediately, and made me underſtand! 
the nature of the affront T had given, and the dan- 
ger that reſulted from it. The agonizing fears 
which now agitated my mind, rendered me inca- 

ble of receiving conſolation from my lord's 4. 
1 that the quarrel would paſs over without 
further confequences. I could nat be perſuaded 
that they were not ſolely deſigned to eafe my ap- 
prehenſions, and therefore dared not venture to 
believe, what the next day might prove too fatal- 
ly untrue: I blamed him for his anger, telling him, 
that, if I had done a thing that was wrong, I 
& deſerved a little incivility in return, and that he 
& ſhould not have reſented expreſſions, which 
were not too ſevere a puniſhment for an offence: 
% apainſt cuſtom, though the error arofe from ig- 
4 norance,, not defign: fince people in the polite 


„ world, profeſs being guided by faſhion rather 
e than by reaſon, I could not ſtand excuſed by 
« what is not here a rule of action, nor be juſti- 
« fied by truth where, of all places, it is leaſt al- 
« lowable in, a. polite circle,” I was ſhocked to: 


find 


— 
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find that decorum and politeneſs requlred, that 1 

ſhoald have paliated my frefufal with his, and not 

have owned a preference ſo very reafonadle and ſo 

little afff Fe; that the gentleman might have 
1 


flattered himſelf it proceeded only from” being àc- 
quainted with cet, and entireſy un- 
acquainted with him, a circhmſtance which muſt 
greatly: leſſen the pleaſure” of dancing with him, 
however agreeable he might be to thoſe by whom 
he was better known. But as ſuch Were the laws 
of cuſtom, I thought my error ſhould have been 
acknowledged, and the gentjernan' s anger unre- 
ſented. 
Any danger that threatptied port Douche, 
appeared to me in its utmoſt terrors, but nothing 
com affect me ſo much as the apprehenſion ot 
being the occaſion of an action, which if not fa- 
tal to his life, muſt be ſo to his virtues, and con- 
ſequently to his peace. Duelling, to one unpre- 
judiced, muſt appear fo criminal, ſo contrary to e- 
very branch of morality and religion, that! could 
not bear my lord ſhould have the moſt diſtant in- 
tention of committing it; that alone I thought a 
ſufficient crime to ſully the purity of his mind for 
ever. His not perpetrating his deſign could not 
make me eaſy? that he ſhould have ever harboured 
the leaſt thought of it, was an inſurmountable af- 
fliction to me, who valued his integrity as much as 
his lite, and was as tender of the ona, as of the o- 
other. 

Lady PatesrINE laughed at my elieenibig ſo 
criminal, an action which ſhe © called ſpirited and 
0 Banolevable; and almoſt requiſite to the perfection 
of a fine gentleman” s$'charaQter, in which coura 
© was the moſt neceſſary ingredient. Not conſi- 
dering that a defiince of the laws of God dee ves 
a far worſe name, and can never, to a well judging 


mind, wear the diſguiſe of any virtue. Her ſenti- 
| * - ments 
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ments raiſed an abhorrence in me, which 1 regard 
for her could not ſuppreſs; but I received ſome ſa- 


tisfaction from finding my lord did not differ much | 


from my opinion, but owned that, ** the propereſt 
* object for true courage was the reſiſtance of a 


© cuſtom which contradicted the divine will; and 


that duels proceeded from a degree of cowardice 


* which. is always moſt moved by preſent danger, 
* and therefore had ſtronger fears of the cenſure. 
of mankind, which is a puniſhment immediately 
e inflicted, than of the wrath of God, whoſe ef- 


* fets may for ſome years be ſuſpended. He con- 
“ feſſed, that when he had ever been in danger of 


© fighting a duel, he was always ſenſible his mo- 


ative was a want of real valour, which he eſteem- 
« ed, but knew not how to acquire,” 


CHAP. XLII. | 
18 HOUGH the night put an end to a con- 


verſation in which we were not likely to a- 


gree perfectly, as our real ſentiments differed, yet 


it could not afford me any reſt. The opinion my 
lord had expreſſed of duelling, in a great degree, 
abated my fear of any ſuch event; but yet as he 
confeſſed his own. weakneſs, at the ſame time he 


acknowledged the crime, I could not think the 


ſafety of his perſon certain, and was ſenſible, that 
his mind was not leſs contaminated, but rather more 
ſo, from the ſenſeof the ill which he had thought 
of committing. I trembled for the man who could 
regard his fellow-creatures more than their great 
creator ; and ſuffer the moſt pernicious.cuſtom to ba- 
niſh religion, and even plain morality from his breaſt. 
© Immerſed in theſe reflections, the morning found 
me; my heart was too much oppreſſed to ſuffer 
me to think of reſt; I had not even entertained 3 

thought 


- 
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thought of going to bed, but after having ſent a- 
way my maid, had yielded myſelf up to my medi- 


tations. 525 

As ſoon as my lord was up, which I learnt from 
a meſſage he ſent to enquire after my health, I 
went to him in his dreſſing room, rather to con- 
fine than to converſe with him, for I could not 
think of letting him go out of the houſe, unleſs 1 
could have accompanied him, which was by no 
means proper, for the agitation of my mind and 
want of reſt, had made ſuch alterations in my coun- 
tenance, that I was not fit to be ſeen. My lord 
had an air of thoughtfulneſs, which increaſed my 
fears. Indeed my converſation was not fit to re- 
move it, but even lady PALESTINE's vivacity was 
ineffectual. He was ſerious but not diſturbed; his 
thoughts took a graver turn than common, but 
were not at all confuſed. This gave me ſome 
hope that the alteration which alarmed me, might 
ariſe only from the ſenſe of the raſhneſs, he had 
been guilty of; I could not believe that a man 
while under the actual intention of a crime could 


poſſeſs any compoſure of mind. Confuſion and 


terror I imagined to be the neceſſary conſequence | 
of criminal deſigns ; and therefore, received ſome 
conſolation at perceiving none of thoſe ſymptoms 
of guilt in him. Though I could not obtain a 


- promiſe from him, that he would not fight with 


the man who had made me ſo wretched, yet he 
ſaid every thing that he hoped might make me ea- 
ſy, but the want of that aſſurance weighed heavi- 
er in the ſcale of fear. | | 
A viſit from a gentleman with whom I knew 
him to be intimately acquainted, obliged me to 
withdraw ; for my eyes were ſo ſwelled I was a- 
ſhamed of being 5 but I intreated lady PALEs- 


TINE to keep ſight of my lord, an office to 
v hich her own fears inclined her. When I retired. 
| | to 
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to my chamber, I began, as was my cuſtom when 


afflicted with vexation, to lament my having been 
taken from my retirement; but my thoughts ſoon 
took another turn, on reflecting how ſeverely my 
lord might ſuffer by having brought me from 
thence. The puniſhment that threatened him ex- 
tenuated his offence, and I only grieved, that he 
was not born there with me; that he had not like- 
wiſe been placed in a ſolitude where death was un- 
der God's immediate direction, and none could 
| paſs into another world, till the almighty had diſ- 

miſſed them from this, and opened 5 them the 
gates of eternity. 

Above an hour had paſſed in theſe reflections, 
when I was raiſed by the entrance of lady PALE- 
STINE, who had ſuch confternation in her counte- 
nance, as ſtruck terror to my ſoul. My fear turn- 
ed me to a ſtatue, I could neither ſpeak nor move; 
but ſhe rendered all enquiries orgs Bic tel 
ling me that, ſoon after I withdrew, lord Dor- 
CHESTER defired her, to ſtep out of the room, 
« for he had a little buſineſs to tranſa@ with his 
ce viſitor.” As he had long employed this gentle- 
man in ſome affairs, ſhe was not ſurprized at the 
requeſt, but complied with it. She long waited in 
expeQation of being told they would be glad of her 
company, ſuppoſing the buſineſs that had required 
her abſence, could not laſt long; but finding her 
expectation not anſwered; ſhe attended more care- 


fully, and could not hear any one in the room; 


upon which ſhe enterred, and found it indeed empty. 

She thought it ſo impoſſible that lord DoR HES“ 
TER ſhould have evaded her care, that ſhe was go- 
ing to ſeek for him in the houſe, when ſhe ovſerv- 


ed, on a Yhelf againſt the door, a ſealed packet, 


which ſhe had not perceived before ſhe withdrew, 
and, as ſhe imagined, put there as the ſafeſt place, 
there being no buroe or drawer in the room. Pen, 


* 


it 
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ink, and paper on the table whereon we had break - 
faſted, ſhewed her they had been uſed. She found 
the packet was direQed, by lord DorenesTtEs, | 
for me. - 

Drawing very TOY «OUT concluſions from theſe 
circumſtances, ſhe was greatly ſhocked. - She 
brought me the packet, which I opened as ſoon as 
| was able, though I rather expected to learn more 
certain grounds for my fears, than any thing that 


could abate them. And, indeed, my grief receiv-  - 


ed a very great addition from the contents, which 
was a will, as it ſaid, made for greater ſecurity i in 
confirmation of one he had left in Landon, where- 
by he bequathed me his whole fortune. 

This proof both of the danger that threatened 
his life, 26 of the ſtrength of] his affection, had 
ſo melancholy an effect — oa me, that I fell into 
fits; from which lady PALESTINE found it ſo diffi- 
cult to recover me, that ſhe left the fruitleſs: trial 
to my ſervants, and gave her care where ſhe hoped | 
it might be of more real ſervice. 

She made all poſſible enquiry, in order to find 
which way lord DoRCHESTER had gone; but not 
being able to get any information, ſhe knew not 
how to contrive means of having him purſued, 
which was. her intention, From this perplexity, 
ſhe was, at length, relieved by a gentleman, who, 
by a deſire of avoiding company and taking a quiet 
walk, had choſen the leaſt frequented places, and, 
in the moſt retired ſpot, found lord DogcHESTER 
and his antagoniſt fighting. It was not without 
difficulty he parted them. My lord had received 
no hurt, but his adverſary was wounded in two or 
three places, but not mortally; my lord's aim be- 
ing to diſarm him, without giving any conſiderable 
wound. 

The gentleman, whoſe preſence had been fo for- 
tunate, waited on lord Dokcussrzn home, who, 

on 


\ 
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on his arrival found me in a condition, that reveng- 


ed me for the fright he had given me, by occaſion-. 
ing equal fears in him. The obſtinacy of my diſ- 


order made him fend for a phyſician, whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance he hoped might relieve me. Whether the art 
of this ſon of Afſculaprus, or my natural ſtrength 
might more properly claim the honour of my cure, 


I will not pretend to ſay, but one or the other 


wrought my recovery. 
The firſt object I beheld was lord DoRcHESTER, 
who, ſtanding at my bed-ſide, was watching the 
ſymptoms of amendment. Joy and perception now 
ſeemed but one. To ſee him ſafe filled me with 
tranſports, which words could not have expreſſed, 
at a time when I had more at command, but at that 
happy inſtant I was ſpeechleſs, not being ſufficient- 
ly recovered. However, ſilence did not conceal my 
joy; I embraced my lord with a tenderneſs that 
ſurprized him ; he has told me ſince, that till then, 
he knew not half the impreſſion he had made on my 
heart; though he had long perceived -I loved him 
with a ſtronger affection than I myſelf imagined, 
The grave doQtor's countenance. expreſſed fo 


much ſurprize, that it did not paſs unobſerved by 


me, but attributing it to his having outlived the 
lively ſenſe of joy, ſo natural at my time of life, 
I thought it no reaſon for me to confine the vivaci- 

of ſenſations, as innocent as if they had been 
chilled by old age, and therefore did not conceal 


the tranſports of my heart. Since I became bet- 


ter acquainted with the world, I have been-inclined 
to believe that I incurred the old gentleman's pri- 
vate cenſure ; but as ſecreſy is full as neceſſary in 
that profeſſion, as knowledge in phyſick, he did not 
publiſh a behaviour which I ſuppoſe he thought 
indecent. - 5 


6588 As ſoon as I was quite recovered, the doctor was 
diſmiſſed, and reſolutions were taken for our leav-- 


- ing 
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ing Tu unbridge, whoſe waters had removed the com- 


— which brought me thither; and I had now no 


diſorder remaining, but what was the conſequence of 
my fright, 'and would be cured by eaſe of mind. I 
had, therefore, no occaſion to ſtay longer; lord 
Dokchrsr Ek did not like to remain where he was 
continually expoſed to hear his conduct canvaſſed; 


and your ladyſhi will imagine it could not be agree- 


able to me, to liſten to an univerſal diſcuſſion of 
my inadvertancy, ſince the e of it 
made it appear almoſt criminal. 

Lord DorcnEsTER left the place in two days, 
but lady PALESTINE, on pretences to which I was 
obliged to-ſubmit, ' detained me there above a, week 
after him ; but I have ſince learnt that this was con- 
certed between them, to ayoid giving room for 2 
increaſe of the reports which began to be f. 
of a mutual attachment between my lord Ie 
ſelf ; Which would have received great h 
from our leaving e e 151 
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the place grew very tireſome. to me. I had 
nothing to Fo, but to obſerve the. various follies of 
the Cc companies and to ſtudy vanity, which I per- 
ceived ſuffered alteration rather than diminution 
by time. The woman, who, in her youth, placed 
her ſupreme joy in the flattery of the other ſex, and 
in the number of partners ſhe had at her command; 
when activity is no longer in the legs, and age has 
ſtiffened the joints and ſunk the ſpirits; in ſhort, 
when pertneſs has undergone its uſual transformati- 
on into dulneſs, and an old age of cards ſucceeds a 
youth of folly, a plentiful ſupply of gentlemen of 
ker party becomes the great object of her ambiti- 


on; 
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on; and the contention between her. and her co- 
temporaries. of the ſame taſte, - will be as great as 
their enyy, while, they were rival beauties. The 


bu "Y 


appearance of a man of quality juſt arrived, awakes 


an equal impatience. in both to add him to their 
party, while he wavering between the | impor» 
| tunities of each, keeps them in a ſuſpence that in- 
creaſes their enmity. At the beginning of a ſeaſon 
a private gentleman finds himſelf of conſequence; 
but has the mortification of | perceiving, that he 


dwindles in their eſtgem on the arrival of a noble- 


man, who in his turn n 1 one *. 
higher degree can be had to his place; for 
che Vanity" of theſe ladies is jy oa c that not- 
withſtanding the party is full, they are ſo eager to 
rajſe the dignity of it, that after dropping the p'e- 
beians Fs 55 one as they gather patricians, the 
nobility, at laſt, become obliged to each other for 
their releaſe; thus a duke ets an eatl at hberty, the 
earl a viſcount, the viſcount a lord, as, the lord did 
a baronet, and he before the untitled gentleman. 
Nothing appeared to me more ſtrange than the 
love of precedency. I have often been diverted to 
ſee how much pains a lady would take to walk firſt 
out of a room where lazineſs would have inclined 
her to remain; and, laſt into another, where ſhe 
was ſo little wiſhed, and ſo little pleaſure attracted 
her, that ſhe could not have come tod late. In this 
particular I gave great offence when I firſt went ta 
Tunbridge, and while I took place of thoſe who had a 
real title to it, I received only cool contempt for my 
want of breeding, and the would drop the acquain- 
tance of the vulgar thing. But having gone before a 
young lady whoſe right, of place was diſputed, ſhe 
purſued me with ſuch ſwiftneſs, and aſſerted her pre- 
rogative ſo forcibly, that ſhe threw me down a flight 
of a dozen ſteps, thereby impreſſing my want of good 


%4 


breeding ſtrangly on my mind; and. the ſenſe of 
e Yn 
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it dang kept awake by my bruiſes, I afterwards be- 
o cautions, that nothing but a deſire to eſcape 
fame itapending we could have induced me to 
have taken place evem of à milliner; With no ſmall 
entertainment have I obſerved a young lady w hoOſe 
father had not been long ranked-among the ndbility; 
break off in a ſtory ſhe was eagerly telling, the ſub- 
ject being herſelf, and leave her honour and glory 
imperfectly celebrated, in order to get out of the 
door before che daughter of a new made peer, whom 
ſhe ſaw going towards it. While her mother at a 
few / yards diſtance was prolonging her diſcourſe with 
all poſſible impertinence, that he might leave the 
oom at the ſame time with the newer — and 
have. the pleaſure of aſſerting her prerogative. 


But the laſt day of my ſtay at Tunbridge, I was 


taken off ſrom this employ of the idle; the imper- 
e eitical obſervations of others, which ren- 
81 
. buried in miſchtef. Lord EAR ZOO OH, 
Whog by lord DoxchES TER was be- 
come my partner in dancing, and my — com- 
panion in converſation, gave me a more affecting 


and more intereſting ſubje& for, my thoughts. He 


al long profeſſed a. greatifriendſhip- for ine, and 
for, ſome times had addeit! tov the nee: of it, 
by the moſt. minute attemions, and thoſe fattering 
Alling ons hich in ſenſihly gin the eſteem and re- 
gard oha young perſon. I conuerſed with him witli 
all the freedom and conſidenoa ob; friendſhip; not 
more pfeaſenlcwith him on bis wen atcount, than 
from knowing my lord's aifeQiom for him.. 
From the, time lord Jokers: Went awhy, 
Nn et meutinned bim without.a 
centing;pecplaytys, When 1:wouldiindulge.my+ 
(cf ip giving-bim: the praifes I though 
would urn this diſcourſe, andVrop-hule: hints, which 


at the > AUR. Paſſed without my+.nptice, though his 
2 M 4 unwillingneſs 


hem Almoſt as deftruthwe to ſociety: As thoſe . 


t his due, he 
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elle 
unwillingneſs to dwell on the ſubje&-moſt pleaſing 
to me rendered his company leſs agreeable. 

The day before we left the place, lord Lar- 
BOROUGH appeared very uneaſy. I could not for- 
bear enquiring the reaſon of it, to which he replied, 
that“ The thought of going away diſtreſſed him.“ 

I aſked, f What could attach him to that place, 
% ſince he appeared to have no intimacy with any 
« perſon there, and was not of ſo trifling a diſpo- 
- Beg as to take any great delight in the pitiful 
* amuſements it afforded, or to compare them with 
the more ſolid pleaſure ariſing from the ſincere 
« friendſhip and converſation of a man whoſe mind 
« was full of variety, whoſe wit was inexhauſtible, 


* his judgment ſolid, nd his learning extenſive; - 


* of which no one could be ſo ſenſible as himſelf, 
&* ſince he had an underſtanding capable of per- 
* ceiving and taſting his friend's excellence, and 
„ faw him, when confident in his affection, re- 
e move all reſtraint and diſguiſe.” | 

Lord DoRCHESTER's name would have been an 
unneceſſary addition; lord LARROROUOH could 
not doubt his being the man I meant, and accord- 


ingly anſwered that, He wiſhed diſguiſe was leſs 
& requiſite to ſupport the good character of many 


c people. Had that never been baniſhed, the conver- 
* ſation of the man I ſo highly eſteemed would 
« have been more delightful to him, and he ſhould 
* not have been obliged when he admired the un- 
e derſtanding, to have grieved that the heart had 
© ſhared ſo littſe of the perfection too laviſhly be- 
© ſtowed on the other.” BL! 

T could not hear aſperſions ſo contrary to my ſen- 
timen's without reſeniment, and expreſſing myſelf 


he replied, © He was every way unfortunate if he 
«© had incurred my diſpleaſure by a ſlight expreſſi- 


on of the indignation, nothing but affeQtion for 


66 me 


1 his venting ſuch injurious inſinuations, 
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7 © me had raiſed, Had the part of lord Doxchxs- 
* TER's character he reflected on, concerned any 
b e other perſon, he ſhould have beheld it with the 
5 * {ame indifference. he did the views of his other 
5 friends, but ſince his reſentment had excited my 
4 anger, he ſhould never more touch on the ſub- 
5 “jet, which, indeed, he knew not how he came 
Y © todo at all; he could curſe his tongue for giv» 
p ing way to the ſincerity of his heart; and hint- 
1 * ing at ſecrets, which my lord's confidence in him, 
1 „had bound him by ſtronger ties to conceal, than 
e © his affe tions for me could offer for diſcoverin 
d % them; he begged me to forget what he had ſaid, 
, e and never let one thought reſt on his inexcuſable 
| *© inadvertency.” Fortunately, though I am not 
naturally very curious, this made me ſo; © I de- 
&« fired he would tell me plainly what he meant, 
but he excuſed himſelf from complying. As I preſſe 
ed him ſtill more earneſtly, he more abſolutely de- 
nied me; till, at laſt, I gave it up in deſpair. As 
if his reſiſtence was wearied out at the ſame time 
with my importunities, but in reality, as he did 
not deſign to keep the ſecret, he was then reduced 
to declare that * He was not able to diſobey my 
* commands, that I was abſolute miſtreſs of him, 
© and he wiſhed he could ſay of his fortune like- 
„e wiſe, which he would lay at my feet, if it cou'd 
„in any way alleviate the ſenſe he feared I ſhould 
'© have of the treachery he was going to relate.“ By 
the force of this preparation, I began to tremble be- 
fore he commenced his narration; but every rd in- 
creaſed my horror; he began in the following man- 
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© yery cuſtomary for gentiemen to live with women 
© as if they were gnarried, without being ſoz which 
„has this convenience, that they can leave them 
© whenever they are tired, or ſee another they like 
** b=tter, You have, by great care, been kept ig- 
x * norant 

| * 
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* norant of this, cuſtom, leſt it might fruſtrate his 
4 lordſhip's intentions, by raiſing your ſuſpicions 
* of them, for all his hopes of ſucceſs, depend on 
the ſtrength ef your affeQion, joined with un- 
4 ſuſpeCting innocence. To ſhew what his derſies 
© are, he waits impatiently to find ſome moment, 
« When your virtue ſhall be off its guard; this he 
« may reaſonably expect, while you are in no 
« apprehenſion of an enemy.” : 

Here I could not ſuppreſs an exclamation ſuggeſt- 
ed by my hatred to ſuch principles, but cried out, 
What a baſis for ſo vile, ſo treacherous an inten- 
„ tion! Can love and innocence be turned into a 
« means of ruin, by the perſon who ought moſt to 
«« prote& them.“ | 

% Every thing,” he continued, © Has hitherts 
* been ſo well ordered, that no one ſuſpeQs you are 
© nota woman of real fortune, otherwiſe innocence 
* could not have preſerved you from infamy ; for 
* all people would on the knowledge of your being 
* thus maintained at his expence, judge you guilty 
* of the worſt returns. A fate you muſt expect, 
© whenever chance ſhall diſcloſe the ſecret, which 
* ſooner or later will happen.” | 

It is impoſſible to expreſs what I felt during this 
harration. All I had ever ſuffered, the fear of every 
evil, the perſuaſion of his inconſtancy, were triflin 
pains to the thought of ſuch baſeneſs in a mind 
bad eſteemed the ſeat of virtue. I could better en- 
dure an eternal ſeparation from him, than thus to find 
him a ſtranger to goodneſs; my ſurprize, and my 
deteſtation of all lord LARBOROUGH had told me, 
was: ſo great, that J could expreſs it only by invo- 
luntary ſigns. I was ſtruck dumb with ſo amazing 
a. difeovery. To this ſucceeded reflections on the 
probability of it. My love for lord DoRcaEsTER 
ſeized on this only hope with eagerneſs; and I de- 
clared that the account I had liſtened to, * yu 

| * 
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belief; and he having concluded. with offering his 
houſe and protection, and aſſuring me of the W 
neſs of his affe ction; I aided that; I could eaſier 
imagine that the love he profeſſed, had the 2 CON- 
* ſequence” I obſerved to be ſo common in his 
* country, jealouſy and a defire ariſing! from it '0 
4 getting me from him, Who, till my taſt breathy 
*© muſt be cherithed' by me, as my 6520 5 frieh l 
rather than give way for one _— ſo in ace 
* a ſuſpicion of one, in whom I had expelienckf 
© and obſerved the beſt qualities our imperfet 
* nature admitted.” Lord EarBokoOUGH Was 
piqued at my reply, he told me “ If I choſe to 
© nouriſh the ertor 1 — in, he had no more its. 
* ſay; but, perhaps he biopeeß he had diawn,. 
% as not fo ſhockirg * m had imagined it 
c would be; if I was © defrag of Lach into the- 
cc truth of what he had faid, he would convince 
«© me, whenever I pleafed.” “ 

" This propoſal ſtartled me; it gave an air of 1955 

what le 12 related, which T could have withe 

— to ebe Found in it; but in a doubt of ſuch i. 
portance to me, [ could not reſt; ” therefore, beg . * 
to have it cleared up as ſoon "poſſible. © He. 
informed me; "That there wa An- "eaſy method: 
8 diſcovering the whole the firſt” evening he mould 
« ſpend at my houſe with lotd DOoRCHISTER, af. 
0 ter Lgot to London; I had nothing to ds, 8 9. 
* excuſe myſelf ſoon after ſup W "th pre 1 0 0 7 
te the bead ach, and a defire 0 15 bed; By 

4e inſtead of doing ſo, ts «conceal FF whets, 1 
** might hear all that mould paſs. ere em,” 
came into this, fo anxious was I't e truth 
of this dreadful account, though 1 ip appeared to mne 
diſhonourable for me to liſten to what one IS 1 n. * 
tended to hear, yet if ever excuſable, i it was 
ſo in my caſe. If lord Bo cHE AEN was ſd very 
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criminal as lord LakBoROUGH repreſetited; I could 
M 3 not 
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not expe& an honeſt confeſſion from him, and a de- 

nial of it, though ſincere, would not have entirely 

conquered my ſuſpicions, or conſequently have re- 

ſtored either my happineſs or his ; which depended, 

in ſome meaſure, on my confidence and eaſe of mind. 

If in diſowning fuch intentions he denied the truth, 

my ſituation was too dangerous to remain ſafely in it. 

Beſides, if a diſintreſted regard was ſo uncommon in 

this country, I perceived that though I ſhould keep» 
"7 innocence, I muſt loſe the reputation of it, 
which, next to it, . ought to be a woman's firſt 

care. To be obliged both to leave him, and con- 
quer my affection, was, indeed, a taſk too hard for 

my weak reaſon; but I flattered myſelf, that if this 
ſhould prove true, my friendſhip would be turned 
into contempt; I loved him for the a of 
goodneſs and truth, which he ever wore; if he 


different from what 1 believed him, the love 


unded on that belief ought to change; I hoped it 
would not outlive the object, 
on the virtues I thought = poſſeſſed without recol: 


leQing we were prophaned by being made a cloak 
-to vice and i 


8 njuſtice. I waited with impatience for 
the hour in which we ſhould ſet forth on our jour- 
ney, fearing, yet wiſhing to learn what truth there 
was in lord LaRBOROUGH's accuſation, I was not 


without hopes of finding it a fiction, but yet when 


I recolleQed every circumſtance of lord Doxchxs- 
TER's behaviour, my apprehenſions were increaſed. 
If mankind were what lord LarzoroOuUGH repre- 
ſented them, 1 had, indeed, great reaſon to ſuſpect 


my lord's views were ſuch as had been deſcribed to 


me; but I was unwilling to let my thoughts dwell 


on fo cruel a probability, and ſet out from Tur- 


bridge with a mind ſo divided betwixt hope and fear, 
as is, I believe, more painful than the worſt cer- 


tainty, for anxiety is a more grievous ſtate, as it is 


CHAP. 


more turbulent than deſpair. 


as I could not reflect 
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Abl we 2 e London, e xpectation of the 


event aha me fult of trouble, and with, great 
reaſon, ſince it was to determine my future happi- 
neſs or miſery'z cruel uncertainty! the greateſt miſ- 
fortune certain and preſeat, could not exceed the 
torment of the anxious fears that then oppreſſed me. 
My fluttering fond, but honeſt heart, was robbed 
of peace, and ſcarcely hoped ever 2 to enjoy ĩts 
beloved tranquillity. I had no occafion to feign my- 
ſelf ſick, alas! I was fo in reality; my ſtrength, 
my colour, almoſt my life had failed we from the 
time my ears had received the killing narration. . 
Could I have diftruſted providence, or repined at its 
almighty, and, however obſcure, its = decrees, . 
I ſhould have complained of my hard in thus 
being toſſed about by more uncertain ** than 
winds and waves, the inclination of A fantaſtick mer- 
cileſs race of mortals. 
How does diſtreſs .me devotion, which, in 
is apt to grow languid; with what ardent. 
aal did T ada a ogge and to his beſt will | 
reſign myſelf; prayed for a continuance of the hap- 
pineſs that fatal day had interrupted, or if that pe- 
tition was preſumptuous, and I might not dictate to 
bis wiſdom, which watches over all his works, I 
only begged that I might preſerve untainted the vir- 
tue he had given me, improve the portion I was 
born with, and not live to ſee myſelt ſwerve from 
his moſt ri righteous laws, but that his grace would 
ſtill vouchſaſe to protect the creature of his power, 
the dependent on 5 mercy! _ 
When I arrived, I found lord DorcntsTER 
* — for me at my houſe. He perceived I was 
very ill, and ſeemed greatly concerned at it; my 
. excuſed my converſing, for which, indeed, 
M 4 [ was 
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I was but ill qualified. He tried with his en- 
chanting tenderneſs to ſoothe my pains, but I was 


now acting the hypocrite, complaining of my head, 
while my heart was the only ſufferer; and that 


was more diſtreſſed than relieved by his care and 


fondneſs. The ſcene was difficult for me to ſup- 
port, and I was glad when lord LARBO ROUGH 
came in. As ſoon as ſupper was over I left them, 


but went into a cloſet, the door of which IJ had 


pufpoſely ſet open. I was no ſooner. in appearance 
gone, than lord DoRcHESHER began to expreſs the 
great uneaſineſs he was under at feeing me ſo ill, as 
he was afraid it might be the beginning of a fit of 
ſickneſs. Lord LarBoroucn took this opportu- 
nity of bringing on the diſcourſe he aimed at. In 
« deed, my friend,” ſaid he, © I am not ſurpriſed; 
« at the greatneſs of your. apprehenſigns, to be- 
« robbed by death of the fruit of all your ſchernes, 
< all your attendance, generoſity and love, would 
* mortify a man leſs _ jonately fond than yourſelf. 
* Tf you do not wiſh to be troubled with a, very, 
bad companion all this evening, replied, lord 
DoREHEST ER, © mention not the word geath,.,T he, 
„ thought of her ſuffering any pain, is more than 
1 I can ſupport, without a conſiderable Taue 
«© on of ſpirits: But whatever happens, I can ne- 
ce ver think I have been malls. for.. any, thing. 
* my love has made me do, if it has hitherto ren: 
15 — 4 — her happy, which, I flatter myſelf. it oo 
4 done. Her Kin "and innocent marks of. afect. 
* on would recompence me for Pain or raw, i 
cc ble, whereas. my care, of her, has, my /Breats; 
cc eſt joy. 10% Hi. 
4% Well, anſwered lord N 4 Will 
no farther affront your EEO! though I can- 
not flatter you ſo far 4 to WE 1. . 
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6 mankind, 1 ſhould”ſoon er expect 0 ſee themin, 

o thai? Ain an "ONE; but, in A auth, my friend, 

14 « Jon has. 10 8 A8 ER A, ſhare | in the 125 

«of your actions 45 ſentiment; ay Whic $, 
af bel? mat gfatifed? 5 0 yl *. 

* As fot Nalin, ſaid lord D6KcHzEsTE ER, | 
«fentiment Has had hue the beſt time of it. 
© OpRELIA is certainly above us mortals,, . ſhe. ne 
«yer 1 n 7570 85 * ideſles: of ld. to di- 
« Veft herfe 1 t Of her divinity; and, 
66! hr” any” h 115 kb inet ! Gan- 70G. 1. I may. 
oy et my deity" 1 end o mylfe, wühdut, 
* finding her ber p. opitious 16 her: votary' $ wiſhes, 

I am afraid,” anſwered ford Me 
vou underſtand the arts of love leſs 1270 thoſe, of 
any other” ind, or you folg fol now be” as r 
* from our Hopes, 38 u When J 5 Belt to! het, a 
c. er folitude! jy 5 91 

1 behehe,? 1 replied lord Berchet FER, þ 
£ may practile the arts. of love with "ef; eil! fo 00 
* having fo much of the reality. I have "ſo tx 
an eſteem and reſpect for her, that 1 — Oh: Bo 
ger virttles 3 her underſtanding, While F adg re 
het perſoi; thoſe awtut* n Sreat Fer 
*©-Yrarde rs of, 4 duet bros &fs; bu et 1 Hatter, 197 
*© (eff wit 4 different Pius wi | your's 2 9 
e got bal Thing 1 19 0 made 40 cont 9255 le 
« 4 ſtep. Ne Tee! * Have 8 960 her hs rt. 

my lord, and 1 he that tg | be, the ſure. : 40a 0 
& Her perſon. Iris impoſßble 3 woman thoy 
on wah rehlt both he Tove, and Keio 75 LO 
* maſt preval 170 e wes i 10 bei. her 5 'n 
c&-. 10 2 5 
Vene d Fs 8 
. \was 7 08 gat of Wat: Tote 13 h, and ve 192 
K been ede be rel M K me 
. pete th file LEA Iprong from 1 257 gras 


ago 1. ien, and was mide out of ſome more icy com- 
pofition than the reſt of woman-kind. But yet, 
NI 5 „ truſt 


truſt me, however gold ſhe may naturally be, 
her tenderneſs for me, my paſſionate love for 
% her, with that innocence which takes from her all 
© ſuſpicion, conſequently all fear of having the ob- 
6 jet of her affe&ions watching for a complying 
moment, mull, in time, yield me the reward for 
* my loving ſervices and diſappointments. I am 
** certainly a coward, for I have not yet ventured 
* to attempt any liberties which a veſtal might.not 
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permit. When my ſpirits are at the hi and 
„ think my paſſion no longer to be hid, there is 


* a purity around her, ſuch awful purity in eve- 
* ry look and word, that I bow to virtue, and 
* worſhip it in her fair form. There is more in- 


<© nocence in her carreſſes, than can be found in 


«© the coldneſs of any other woman. Inſtead of en- 
% couraging my hopes, they damp them while 10 


* charm me; and ſhew the beſt affections in ſuch. 


* beauty, that I cannot forbear calling myſelf a vil- 


lain, for not being more like her.” © And pray,” 


ſaid lord LaxBoOROUGH, © by what means do you 
« make peace with yourſelf?” 


© By refleQing, that if ſhe loves me, ſhe will 


« remain very happy, replied lord DogcursTER; 
% Marriage is of human invention; for was it a ne- 
« ceſlary ceremony, we mult be all baſtards, as we 
«© have no reaſon to believe Adam and Evx had 
« the ſanction of the prieſt for their union. Their's 
the wedlock of hearts, the true matrimony 
Qion. I and my OrHrNIA, will, like our 


« the 

10 75 

Fit parents, love by our own and nature's li- 
« 'rence, with more warmth, more tenderneſs, fin- 
«© cerity and conſtancy, than the obedient ſervants 
of the church, the ſlaves of cuſtom can boaſt. We 
„will love to the end of our lives, always aſſured 
of each Gther's affections, by unabated aſſiduity 
*« ang tenderneſs. Neceſſity ſhall have no hand in 


our 


= 


" I" = 3 bib O> hi OP 
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* our union, ſor I will make a fettlement on her, 
which ſhall render her perfectly independent of 
me. We ſhall be linked only by love, and there- 
fore cannot doubt of the ſtrength of the chain 
* while neither breaks it. * 
A moſt noble rapture, truly,” interrupted lord 
LarBoROUGH, © ſince eternal conſtancy is your 
* ſcheme, why not marry ? Surely wedlock ſhould - 
only terrify the fickle. _ | | 
% Have I not often told you, faid lord Dor- 
CHESTER, with how much juſtice I diſlike 
** matrimony? The ill fate of all my family in that 
* ſtate, has created an infurmountable averſion to 
* it in me. Beſides I am more unfit for it than any 
* man, as being ſo fearful of loſing the affeQtions. 
* of ore J love, that I could never be eaſy while it 
« was her intereſt to live with me. It is true, 1 
* know, and love, OrmeLia's ſincerity, but I am 
*© equally acquainted with my own temper; I could 
% fear her truth and openneſs of heart ſhould be 
** corrupted by our vile cuſtoms, ſhe might give. 
** herſelf to me in marriage out of prudence and in- 
b tereſt, I would receive her as the gift of love a- 
“ lone. Her heart muſt give her to me, and mine. 
receive her as the pure votary of love; mine ad. 
only mine, exclufve of all prudential, all lucra- 
* tive views. This is the trueſt bliſs my heart can 
* know, But in the midſt of all this glorious 1ma- 
** ginary felicity, comes acroſs this paintul queſtion, 
* oh! my friend, when can fuch virtue be ſubdu- 
ed? I fear ſhe is exalied above human weak- 
e neſſes, though to leave the diſpoſal of herſelt to 
„the prieſt, rather than to her heart, would be 
only compliance with ſervile cuſtom, and not vir- 
tue, wich can never be the gift of a. fooliſh ce- 
*© remony ; it conſiſts im conſtancy not words; and. 
ve will be more conſtant than licenfed mztrimo-. 
*© nia! couples, who love from duty; whofe paſhon: 
W 


27 P HE AI. A. 
Dare ſo cool they aſk leave to burn, requiting the 
* ſanction of a = withered, inſenſible prieſt, to 


*© whom all powerful nature is made to ręlinqui ſn 


, her ſway. Orka ought more than anyone 
to obey that firſt parent, who! has laviſhly, diſpenſ- 
* ed to her, her beſt gifts. She who ſtill enjoys 
her natural innocence, who has made uncom-' 
mon progreſs in the knowledge of all, gogdz 
Wand yet remains as ignorant of evil as on the- 
day ſhe was firſt numbered among the ſpecies ſhe 
* was born to eclipſe, has no occaſion. to be. con- 
e fined to political rules, made to keep thoſe in or- 
** der who have not a better guide within their own? 
** minds. 55 10 | 3 ww I. areal Ee 
Pray,“ anſwered lord LarBokovGn, do 
not treat all the reſt of woman-kind with ſuch 
© contempt. - The ignorance you boaſt of; is not 
* meritorious; if it is, you are the perſon who: 
< ſhould have the honour of it. Is there any vir- 
tue in not knowing the evil ſhe has never ſeen? 
„you have ſpread the veil which has concealed it 
all from her eyes; and then like a true irrational 
* lover, admire her for not ſeeing. What was not 
_ © viſible to her. Her part is natural; your contri- 
** vance is all that can create wonder, and I can 
never think of it without ſurprize.. However, I. 
cannot imagine it poſſible to continue this igno- 
*© rance, where matter for inſtrugtion is ſo frequent 
** as in this town, and to 6410, off he of the ac- 
* quaintance you haye introduced her, are not no- 
« You muſt have been wrapt in, cold indiffe- 
© rence all your life-time,” rephed, lord DoRcauEs- 
TER, or you would know, that nothing is impoſſi- 


OF, 


« ble to a true lover. A ſhort acquaintance with 
* her principles, ſhewed me the neceſſity of pre- 
« ſerving her from all ſuſpicion of my deſign. The 
© only method was to keep her in ignorance of the. 
wg © ways 
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N ways of men in this enlightened corner of the 
i world. / From the dull ſimpliaity md. irmocence* 
* ino whirh ſhe, was bred, the ſeaſt ſhadow of vice 
, * of any kind ſhocks her; by which I was convinced 
; ber prejudices in favour of lawful unions muſt be 
great. This excited my invention, and I conſi- 
Idered all ways of keeping the difference of our 
| „manners from her knowledge: I inſtructed her 
*:ſervant, but without imparting my reaſons to her; 
and as 1 furniſhed her with books, I have care- 
« fully excluded all by which ſhe could form 4 
*© notion of any cuſtoms, that might. raiſe ſuſpiei- 
* ons in her mind, and this I have found poſſible 
« _ retarding any uſeful improvement of her 
* underſtanding. When the heart does not dictate 
* a probability. of evil in others, the owner is eaſter 
** deceived. into a good opinion of mankind than you 
imagine. I had a deſire of bringing her into the 
66 world, thinking it would amuſe and make her 
** happier, which next to my own happineſs in one 
point, is my firſt conſideration; but here was my 
< great difficulty; how to prevent her ſeeing, when 
the object was before her eyes puzzled me. How- 
© ever, having great confidence in female invention, 
" *. opened my whole ſcheme to my coufin lady PA- 
xs TIxx, Who, I knew, would willingly. aſſiſt 
* me, ag, ſhe is one of Corte? s beſt friends; and ; 
mw « the a gaod woman, has ſo equal a love for her 
** neighbour and herſelf, that ſhe is glad to help 
* them in any way wherein ſhe would be Anduſtri- 
8 „ quſiy gratified, Sbe, in this reſpect, Ves up to 
the golden rule, and does to others, as fle would 
* they;ſhauld, do unto her. This made her fit for 
** my purpoſe. The art ſne has had to keep herfelf 
„in high faſhion, and be carreſſed by the world, _, 
even by ſuch whoſe behaviour and character 
* onę. room io believe that the meritꝭ I foundiin * 5 
oe were, f no uſe nor recommendation to them; mate 
* her 
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© her acquaintance proper, for my honeſt, my in- 
„ nocent OyHELLA, at the ſame time ſhe wb uſeful 
e tome. I eſteem the purity of my angel's heart, 
and the goodneſs of her principles too highly, to 
introduce her into company that might pervert 


© either. It would be impolitic to leſſen the merits 


**.of the object of our affeQtions in ſo eſſential a 
« point, in order to gain the poſſeſſion of their per- 


„ ſons. I have had great reaſon to be pleaſed with 


* my choice: lady PAa&tsTINE has excelled herſelf 
* in the management of this affair; and ſome for- 
t tunate circumftances have aſſiſted our defign. Mis 
« Lenox's great unhappineſs at being obſerved 
« and looked at, which was the neceſſary conſe- 
* quence of her appearing in public, was of excel- 
e lent ſervice to us. We advifed her to be ſilent 
“as to the place of her birth, and all the paſſages 
of her paſt lifez and this on pretence of ſaving 
„ her the pain of univerſal obſervation, which o- 
e therwiſe, by their novelty, would be excited. 
« She complied; the reſt has been our care. You 
*© know we have reported her a relation of mine, of 
* large fortune, left by a dying father to my 
« guardianſhip, 


By theſe little deceits, her reputation has hi- 


«© therto continued unblemiſhed; | verily believe 
«© the — of the world, would, by this time, have 


4 ſpent alittleof its venom in flander, had any other 


woman been in her place; but the innocence 
and openneſs of heart expreſſed in her counte- 
1% nance, damps all ſuſpicion, and diſarms ſcandal 
«, of its ſting. | Pon 


„I have likewiſe contrived to prevent all inti- 


*. mactes with any of her. own ſex, except my uſe- 
ful couſin; left converſing with them, might o- 
% verthrow my ſcheme. I was ſome time ago, a 
little uneaſy at a great diſpoſition I perceived in 
her towards miſs Bapen, who was not unwillin 3 


66 to 


60 
«6 
cc 
T 
cc 
80 
«c 
«c 
40 
cc 
cc 


46 
L 
46 
40 


10 
40 
40 
40 
66 


* 


O0 P HE LI 4 279 
to cultivate her acquaintance. : I could not wonder 
at either without ſeeing all the bad qualities which 
many poſſeſs, the good in miſs BageN's diſpoſi- 
tion, ſhines ſo clearly chat it could not eſcape the 
obſervation of OrHELLA, who ſees by the light of 


* reaſon, that beſt diſtinguiſher of truth. An in- 


timacy between them ſeemed natural, and I fear- 
ed the ill effects of it; but my uneaſineſs was per- 
ceived by my lovely charmer; and, I believe, a 


kind, though filent compliance with it, put a ſtop 


to all increaſe of acquaintance. | 
* I found ſhe conſtrued my diſlike into jealouſy. 
She has not the leaſt notion why we ſhould be 
jealous but of our friend's affect ions, and in that 
caſe, it muſt be equally excited by man or wo- 
man, who ſeems likely to ſhare them with us. 
“] began now to have fewer apprehenſions than 
ever of her learning the cuſtoms of our ſex. Time 
and ſucceſs have hardened me; but inſtead of it 
another ariſes, which is what I have already men- 
tioned, that I ſhall never find the unguarded mo- 
ment, I have ſo long waited for. To dechre 
my intentions, or give her reaſon to find them 
ont, would be loſing all my hope. My ſole de- 
pendance is on the frailty of human kind, and ſhe 
ſeems to be void of any. I thought I had only a 
woman to reſiſt me; who would have expected 
that an angel . ſhould be hid in a cottage, while 
we frail mortals inhabit palaces??? 

J had now heard too much, my doubts were 


turned into the moſt painful certainty, and I could 
not ſtay to liſten to more of a converſation, every 
word of which gave freſh pain to my heart. SoT 
retired out of another door, and went to my own 
room. a | 


CHAP. 
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P ON retiritig/to my chatnbet, I found kobe 
eaſe from the Aiberty 1 of indulging the fi 
— tears which Thad been obliged to ſu refs, while 
I-was ſo near the cauſe of all my griet; 'I was the 
__— night incapable of every thing but lamenting, 
my, unhappy lot, in being among a people with. 
I-was ſo unequaliy match The violence, 
of my affliction perfnaded me that [ hated the man 
vho had occaſioned it; but as dejection ſucceeded 
to diſtraction, for by no other name can I call my 
firſt emotions, the neceſſity of leaving one whole, 
aim was my deſtruQtion, informed me more cer- 
tainly of the true ſtate of my heart. I foun _ it ſtilk 
repined at the thought of abſenting. myſe from, 
him, whoſe preſence ought to-haveraiſed deteſtati- 
an in me. But this ony ſerved to determine me 
the. more ſtrongly to fly from that place, where IL 
no longer could be ſafe, ſince I was myſelf my ene- 
my; and reſolved if I could not command my heart, 
1 eine | 
-1 The paſt might give me ſome room to hope ſc. 
ceſs for-the future, but L would not truſt-to a con- 
fidence which dftener deſtroys than faves; white dif- 
fdence; is a wiſe preſerver; and*the beſt defence of, 
the. weak. To ſtay til} we are ſenſible of our frail-, 
ty, is remaining too Jong; I was deſirous to prevent 
the: ſenſe of it, and not rum- the hazard 'of bemg, 
obliged td rep reath myſelf for my own "weakneſs. 
Convinced that Þ was dhhappy y, P was he wever, 
determined not to be ctimingl, ad 1 coul'nv} Hide 
from myſelf the danger tb Whith! Wy open and art- 
leſs temper muſt expoſe me, when I had fo deceit 
ful and deſigning an adverſary. 'The conteſt was 
too nn<qual to venture; but it ſeemed to me as diſ- 
honourable to attack the artleſs with arts and deceit, 
AS 


I 


«>» 
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25 to attempt the life of one ho is not armed for 
his defence. I wondered at the ingratitude that 
could with to turn a woman's affection into the! 
means of making her wretched, and rob her of the 
pleaſure, of being eſteemed, and of the heart · felt 
joy ariſing from the conſciouſneſs of deſerving 10 
ba {36 re 
I was fined) in tbe reſolution of Ravine myihoaſe;" 
and of concealing myſelf. fro:a lord 3 ot 
till I could contrive my return to my còttage, whe 
might ſeek for peace and endeavour to forget af 
vicious race, whom I had known only to ſuffer by 
them. I thought it would not be ſafe to at“ 
tempt this immediately, as! I could not doubt but 
my lord would take all poſſible means of diſeover- 
ing my retreat; and fuſpeRiing my real intention, 
would; more diligently watch the road. Where 10 
conceal myſelf Þ knew not; but had no hopes of 
ſafety among thoſe who were acquainted with me: 
I had now learnt to diſtruſt every one, and my too 
fqnd heart found ſome reſource in believing no man 
was leſs an enemy gorrertue, than lord Donenes 
TR. O tit 2am 100 LO 227 e Nn nA gg 
- The- following night 1 fixed for my elopement, 
with-which | dared truſt nobody, but was 10 kran. 
act it without any guide or adviſer but reſolution 
and fear, WT 
Lord Doxchrsrex called; ſeveral times in the 
morning, but l. didi not riſe tilt noon, in order to 
avoid ſeeing him, till I had acquired a ſufficient 
compoſure of mind to enable me 10 converſe, © i 
In the afternoon became again as 1 expected: 
I feared: his, fght,: though he had more reafon to fear 
mine, — 9 — have cauſe to tremble; but 
the great change which was to ſucceed this viſit, 
mage dt a peas keadful times. 1 had endeavoured! 
or afdity Jome :rworkdly arts; 4 "thought it was 
ſtrapgs a Libad: lwed 2 without acquire 
Lal ing 
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ing the power of diſſimulation; I tried to conceal: 


my grie ved heart under a ſmiling countenance, that 
I might not either puzzle my lord, or give him 


room for ſuſpicion, But I had eſteemed my own 
abilities too highly; ] was leſs improved than 1 
could have wiſhed. | | 

Lord Doxchxsr ER at firſt coming in, addreſſed 
me with inexpreſſible tenderneſs, and concern for 


my health. The variety of emotions from the joy 
I felt in the-proofs of his affection which would, 


have made even fickneſs delightful, with the pain 


that attended the thought of the bad deſigns it had 


given birth to, and yet how much I muſt ſuffer in 


relinquiſhing the, greateſt happineſs of my life over- 
came my reſolution, and brought ſuch a croud of 
images to my mind, as drew a flood of tears from 
my eyes, which never ceaſed flowing for a quarter 


of an hour together, during the whole evening. My 


lord appeared greatly concerned at theſe ſigns of 


grief, and was importunate to know the reaſon of 
them. I could only attribute them to diſtemper, 
and, according to the faſhion of the 


fe 


declared, he couid not forbear ſuſpeQing ſome 


hidden cauſe; and by the many aſſurances of his con- 


Rant and increaſing affection with which he endea- 


voured to remove my melancholy, I perceived he 


imagined me a prey to jealous fancies. I was glad 
kis thought took that turn; for I was in great fear, 


that my weakneſs in thus ſhewing the ſituation of 


my mind, might have created better grounded ſuſ- 
picions; eſpecially at his going away, which was 


not till very late. I had not power to tell 
him it was time he ſhould leave me, and he was 


not inclined to make that diſeovery himſelf; but at 


laſt, the watchman forced him to obſerve the hour, 
and cate of my health induced him to obey its call 
to reſt, I was determined this ſhould be the 


Jaſt 


in of my ſpirits. This did not make him eaſy; 


O PH E LI A 283 
laſt interview I would ever have with him. The 


thought that I ſhould. never ſee him more, had ſo 
violent an effect on my depreſſed ſpirits, that, as 


ſoon as he was out of the room I fainted away. 1 
believe it was not long before I recovered my ſenſes. 
found myſelf in his arms, and my maid dine 
my temples, while he was holding a battle . 
to ſmell to. He had, as I be Yan learn'd, - 
turned on the noiſe I made in falliog, and finding 
me on the floor, called my maid to aſſiſt him in 
bringing me again to life. 'The joy I felt from the 
tenderneſs of his behaviour, on my coming to my- 
elf, was ill ſuited to my intention. It was long be- 
fore he would leave me, but the ſecond parting was 
not fo bad as the firſt, To get quit of my maid, 


| I way. obliged to go to bed. As ſoon as the was 


out of the room, I dreſſed myſelf anew, and fat 
down to write to lord DoxcRHEsTER, to the fol- 


lowing purpoſe. 


My Lorv, 
4 « AS bil. as a man can deſerve to f 8 
the thoughts {0 MIR is views bave 
« been fo ungenerous and lou, yet I cannot forbear in- 
ee farming you, that a I evg On your baſe fan's 
* bas rendered it nereſſary . . fig you. Was my 
ride e „ 4 /bamed, that in 
* our Ia 99. Idi ae e wee in 
- . with 2 never 120 | 
for me. But why fbauld [ l wm mg 
**. intentions in you, which. I 1260 no 2 bad” 
Been bad enough to harbour? My own made me a 
* dupe to the appearance of yours, It was net diffi- 
* cult for me to believe, that the generoſity, the ten- 
* % Arneſt, the efleem yuu appeared ta Have for me, 
* quere real. Though I I deſerved little of it, it ſcem- 
<< od to me Jeſs injurious to. ſuppoſe you miſtaken than 
= 88 The underflanding of the wiſeſt man may 


6c err, 
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© err, but [did not imagine the heart of any one could 


% bvifo corrupted. ' Fown, that at this moment, I till 
** repay in real fondneſs, all the arts you practiſe to 
% mate me believe it mutual; in the midſt of my re- 


6s ſentment my love is as ſtrong as ever. I am ſenſible 
6 


c 
© Der enjoy a moment”s comfort abſent from you, The 


_ *© bappy compoſure of my mind is turned into diſtrac- 


tion; my e is not equal t the forrows that 
% attack it. But this is not my grief. I am the crea- 
ture of providence, and muſi without repining wait 
* its decrees; if without ingratitude I might wiſh to 
* loſe the life it bas given me, I ſhou'd pray for death 
ar the drfirable end of a miſerable being. One ef 
* fe? I would gladly bope my ſuſſeringt may have un 
% you. Let them ſhew you bow wretched. you 'atied* 
« at making one, *who d-ſeryed mt to receive ſo much. 
* evil at your hands. Think what torment.the ſuc- 
« ceſs of your vile arts muſt have given me, ſince to 
& avoid the chance of it, I can without beſitation re- 
* duce myſelf to ſ great a misfortune as leaving the , 
Dey of my life, your company! Let this deter you for 
«the future, from leading others into the ſame un- 
4 happy circumſtances.  [ 0 05 an amendment b, your 
% principles for your oton benefit ; for I feel a ſincere 
„ gity for the ignorante you mu live in of the great- 
e pleaſures, thoſe ariſmg from a truly affectionate, 
% generous, pure and honeſt heart. As for myſelf, it 
can ns longer be of farther conſequence to my peace; 
i 1'\ſhall not even know \what paſſer bere, I will not 
© remain among à people to whom I am ſo ill ſuited. 
* Opinion bad raiſed you almoſt to a deity ; finding you 
% fall fo far below what even a' human creature ſhould | 
„ 6%, I can't belp doubting myſelf alſo, and there- 
«fore, will where x you more. I will return to my. 
**- little "cottage where I ſball behold no actions hut 
"what are juſt and conſiſtent; where innocence it 
*ino' femptation to vice, nor made. a means towards the 


* peſſeſſor's 


you have for ever deſtroyed my bappineſs ; TI can ne- 


3 


o PEER L I 4 285 


* poſſeſſor's deſtruction. In that dear ſolitude, my 
&© love will 195 repayed by affection, by the only wor- 
thy objeci of it, and our hearts united with finceri- 
&© ty and truth. There I lived, bleſſe td indeed,-in in- 
&© nocence ; all that was dear to me d 77 
* bad nothing to regret, nothing to = oe 
thought, no wiſh to ſuppreſs ; ; attuated by — 
with virtue alone I loved my ſingle friend; happy 
in knowing no more, I enjoyed a conſtant flate of 
© contentment. Think, my lord, from what you bave 
talen me, and what miſery you have brought on ber, 
« who, notwithflanding all diſtance, the impoſſibility 
, ſeeing you again, ** the great reaſon ſbe bas to 
Hate you, muſt ever remain attached to you in the 
“ tendereft manner | This is your doing, this the ef- 
- 18 you call love! This the reward of mine! But 
d I reproach you, when I cannot reſent as 
. 7 ought? I am too little miſtreſs of. myſelf to write 
% more, Heaven preſerve you! may you never feel re- 
© morſe enough to give you equal pain to that I endure! 
& [ would have your heart improve by reaſon, and not 
* by ſuffering. Once more accept my prayers, my beſt 
„ wiſhes; you are the only object 1 have for them, [ 
« myſelf excluded, ſince at [ ought to wiſh for, is @ 
* total forgetfulneſs of you, and if 1 cannot part with 
* your image, miſery is attached to it. If you can 
0 * bop it, do not quite forget me, think of -me, as one 
bas ſuch an (feel ian for you, as in tbe great 
og * world weſt be equalled ;; think of me as anxious for 
your happineſs, while I am fuſfering by you; wha 
TR” receive any evil by 15 Hcondemnat ion ratber 
** than part with you, rather than once ſay adieu. 
4 But it muſt be fo; the Gal you have 0 . 
* give and bleſs you.” 5 


66 
cc 
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This letter was not written without torrents of 
tears, with which my paper was ſo blotted, that it 
was ſcarcely legible; but the interruptions my ſorrow 


gave, 


— 
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gave, took up lo much of the little time left me» 
that I bad not leiſure to write it over again, and if 


1 had, I might not have mended it. As ſoon as it 
was hniſhed, I laid it where I imagined it would be 
found, though not the firſt moment I was miſſing, 
I then put as much money in my pocket as I thought 
requiſite. Without ſcrupling to fave myſelf at the 
.expence of the perſon. who had reduced me to the 
want of ſuch aſſiſtance, I tock no more than [ be- 
lieved neceſſary; if I had, it would not have been 
fo juſtifiable. I loaded myſelf with linen and other 
things that I might want, and could convenicntly 
carry. The jewels, watches, trinkets, and every thing 
valuable, I put up with the money in my bureau, 
and incloſed the key of it in the letter to my lord. 
Grief purifies the heart. So much had it leſfened 
my vanity, that things which in poſſeſſion, had gi- 
ven me a fooliſh pleaſure, were now of no more 


worth in my eyes than a piece of glaſs, By this 


time day began to dawn. I ſtole down ſtalys, and 
unbarring the ſtreet coor as gently as I could, I 
went out. I got through that, and the adjacent 
ſtreets, as quick as poſſible, and walked a great way, 
before people were ſtirring, without knowing where 
I was. I went into the firſt houſe where lodgings 
were to be let, and the people up, and hired a room, 
well ſatisfied with my fituation, becaſe it was at a 

eat diſtance from that I lately lived in, and 
from my lord's houſe. I learnt | was in a part of 
the city, and took a back room that I might run no 
hazard of being ſeen from the ſtreet. The people 
where J lodged were quiet and civil, and too buſy 
to be very curious. E 5 

As ſoor: as I had hired my chamber, I ſhut myſelf 
in it, and indulged my gr:ef with greater freedom 
than I had yet ventured to do. Ihe tears which 
hed only fallen gently down my face as I walked 


& ++... 
wt 


entirely, 


through the ſtreets, for I could not confine them 
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entirely, now came with double forte, and did not 
ceaſe till I grew ſo weary with the agitation of my 
mind, want of reſt, and a walk far too long for my 
decayed e de. that fell aſleep for ſome hours. 

This refreſhed my body, but could not relieve 
my heart, that remained the ſame, or rather acquir- 
ed new ſtrength only to grieve with more violence. 

I grew very in by night, and kept my bed for two 
days. From that time my health began to mend, 
and I became ſomewhat more compoſed. 
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CHAP. XLVI 
ORD LaruoroUGH had placed ſpies upon 


me, by which means he learnt the place of my 
abode, and came the day after my eſcape z but I 
was not able to ſee him till the latter end of that 
week, and was then but very unfit for company. He 
addreſſed me in the moſt affectionate manner; 
{* lamented my unhappy fate, and the unworthy 
* hands into which I had fallen. Applauded m 
te reſolution in leaving lord DoxCHEsTER, and ad- 
© mired my innocence. He ardently wiſhed he 
e could have ſaved me from the impending danger 
* which threatened me, without making my hap- 
«© pineſs a ſacrifice to my virtue. You heard,” faid 
he, ag OrHEILIIA, how I endeavoured to 
* ſhew my friend, that he ought not to be averſe 
to marrying you. I had done much more at o- 
* ther times; I have repreſented to him the 
* charm of your innocence, which ſhould preſerve 


_ © itſelf by diſarming all bad deſigns. . I proved to 


him an alliance with you could not hurt-his pride, 
« ſince it muſt do honour to'a man of any rank. It 
«could not excuſe the fears he expreſſed of matri- 
© mony, as your numerous virtues ſecured him from 
© every evil that can attend the ſtate of wedlock. In 

a * point 
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4 point of intereſt no man could be ſo biggoted to 
% money, as to think it comparable to your worth. 
Others might bring him gold, you, would make 
* him poſſeſſor of mor th, of a nobler kind of 
_ riches, than Fru or 5 Wea) exico, could yaeld. . Theſe 
are the arguments 1-have, uſed to perſuade | m to 
marry you But his notions are ſo deprived, a that 
«alll could ſay made no impreſſion on his mind; 
indeed, it was vain to hope it would; if his 
ce fove and the faireſt miracle of virtue, could not 
« diſpo e him to juſtice, how ſhould my arguments 
have that power? They could not be fo preva- 
t [ent as every. look, every word and aQion of the 
innocent OPHELIA mult have been, to any one 
e whohad the ſmalleſt ſeeds of virtue in their breaſt; 
& I ſhould have believed the moſt debauched man 
living, could not have harboured a - momentary 
* thought againſt the virtue which appeared ſo ami- 
66 able. Pardon me the bla phemięs Iu g a gainſt 
& you in. the convetſation you. overheari They. ill 
« apree with my real ſentiments, my heart, bled for 
© what you were ſuffering, while 1 treated his. opi- 
© nion fo highly, but Iv às obliged to put that force 
& on mylelf, to make him more openly, declare ſen- 
«© timents, which I would have given my, liſe to 
t have changed into ſuch as 15 854 85 been agree · 
* able to your wiſhes, and Cue to your merits. . It 
te was. with the utmeff.d culty, . 1 performed my 
e taſk, and proſctuted a. diſcourſe which tore my 
64 heart by friendly: ſympathy with your's.”?,.. 1 
This * eech of lord LarBOROU g's 's 
furprized _ tHe, 1 feened, To b byneft 19 75 
fectiorate, it at, then rts, pela 
diſpoſition las fstab. (EN bread; . but, wn 


mixed do reh Hatte y d His 7 ante rick m 
virtue; that I töſd him,, * bee, f Fr Yo 
© enough to preſerve me from comin 

*, Ben action; but where was the n mira cls 
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* thouſands would do the ſame. If it preſerved me 
© from cenſure, I had all I could require from it; 
* but I ſaw no reaſon to commend me fo highly 
* for having only done my duty, and that merely 
* when one virtue was concerned; a ſmall portion 
* to be proud of, when we ought to be poſſeſſed 
of ſo many; he could not have given me more 
© praiſe, had I acted up to the laws of general per- 
6 fection. In behaving differently from what I had 
© done, I ſhould have been very criminal; but I 
* could ſcarcely think myſelf quite juſtified unleſs 
«© I had that proper love for virtue which would 
© make mt hate the former of vile ſchemes, as 
well as induce me to avoid him; whereas I had 
not arrived even at anger. Grief poſſeſſed my 
* whole ſoul, and left no room for any other ſen- 
ce timent. {I ſtill loved to exceſs, the man to 
© whom I owed my ſufferings; and while I fled 
from him; and reſolved never again to ſee him, 
* I endeavoured. to excuſe him, and blame only 
* education and pernicious cuſtom, which had, 
* by. corrupting his principles, rendered me a moſt 
% unhappy woman.“ My tears flowed almoſt in- 

ceſſantly, lord LARBOROU joined in them, and 
wept! too, till I grew convinced of. the pure friend- 
ſhip he profeſſed, He frequently exclaimed againſt 
the baſeneſs of a man, who could mean me ill, 
and with all the appearances of fancerity declar- 
* ed, how incapable he ſhould have been of ſuch 
*© behaviour, had lie been bleſſed with my love; 
* he would have adored me with a pure devotion; 
have looked on HyMEenN as his tutelar deity, and 
have eſteemed himſelf the happieſt of: mankind; 
if I would have conferred an eternal obligation 
on him by becoming his wife.“ | | 
Many more things he: ſaid to raiſe his own cha- 
rater, and blacken lord DoxcnuzsTER's, which 
ſerved only to encreaſe * affection, as I grieved 
as 
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as much for my lord's depravity, as for my own ſuffer- 


ings, independentlyof the connection between them. 

All lord LARBOROUGE ſaid, was uttered with 
fuch an air of tenderneſs, and'mixed with ſo many 
expreſſions of fondne's, that, at laſt, I began to 
think his ſentiments were beyond thoſe of friend- 


ſhip, which I thought I muſt deteſt in a country 


where people can be led by love, to do actions ſo 
unworthy-of themſelves, and fo inconſiſtent with 
the reſt of their character. I was fully convinced 
of it, when after finding fault with my lodging, 
and lamenting © that I-who ought to receive the 
* ſervices'of mankind, (for he mixed the moſt ful- 


* {ſome flattery with every thing he ſaid) ſhould be 


void of neceſſary attendance, and convenience, 
he ſollicited me to accompany him to one he 
© would find out for me, where I ſhould be ſerved in 
s manner worthy of myſelf, and all poſſible care 
taken to alleviate my grief, and aſſiſt time in con- 
6e quering it.” This propoſal ſtartled me. I told 
him, that flattery was no means of pleaſing me. 
looked on it in no better light than as an indi- 
rect accuſation of an inſufferable vanity and fol- 
ly, fince it ſhewed an expectation of being be- 
«© lieved. That in a country where benevolence 
ce and juſtice reigned, I might, indeed, expect fo 
ce much of the ſervice of mankind, as tended to 
& that mutual defence, due from all fellow crea- 
& tures to each other; but as here money only ob- 
cc tained that aſſiſtance, which humanity ſhould 
. & give, I had little title to any, nor the leaſt oc- 
ce caſion for thoſe venal ſervices, which I had been 
ec accuſtomed to perform for myſelf. If reaſon 
« and proper indignation could not conquer my 
ce affliction, I feared it was beyond the power of 
« any thing elſe to perform it. But that his lord- 
« ſhip's offer ſurprized me; he ſeemed to have 
« forgot that he was inviting me into a ſituation 
7 « which 
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* which I had learnt from him, was ſo unuſual in 
h England, that it was always thought criminal. 
th “He replied, that, he allowed the truth of what 
A. —_ alledged, but he would remove all objections 
* from the malicious cenſures of mankind, by 
keeping every circumſtance concerning me ſo pri- 
vate, and ordering his own viſits ſo prudently, 


* that no one ſhould have room to ſuſpe& that I ; 
3 « was not wholly miſtreſs of myſelf, and eve 
17 thing belonging to me,“ I told him that, hi- 
Sy te therto I had been only unfortunate, what impru- 


* “ dence I had been guilty of, muſt be laid to the 
* charge of unavoidable ignorance ; but if I was 
* to accept his offer, I ſhould eſteem myſelf great- 
Gy y blameable. I thought it was wrong to act 
* contrary, to the cuſtoms of the people am 


8 © whom we live, - unleſs in contradiction to their 
&e * vices. Want of concealment argued a degree of 
7 * guilt, and whether ariſing from vice or only fol- 
d * Fr, it was our duty to avoid it. Nothing more 
1 © was required to render me unhappy, than to be 
i * obliged to make a ſecret of my thoughts and ac- 
8 * tions. Beſides, I made no doubt but the ſuſpici- 
1 * ons of mankind were founded on experience and 
7 © probability, which was a ſufficient reaſon to in- 
Y * duce me to avoid giving cauſe for them. That 
95 in my opinion a woman who did one imprudent 


" thing premeditately, gave good grounds to ſuſ- 
5 * pect her of more, and was guilty, at leaſt, of be- 
d ing the cauſe of all the untruths people thought 
* and ſaid about her, which was a greater load 
* than I choſe to have on my conſcience. That I 
was determined to appear guiltleſs, as well as to 
ce be ſo, and therefore would continue where I was, 
* or change only to ſome place of my on provid- 
* ing.” He ſpent no ſmall time in endeavouring to 
perſuade me, that neceflary concealments could be 
no pain to any one bleſſed with the conciouſneſs 
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* of innocence.” But I, at laſt, convinced him, 
that I would not conſent to it. It was with diffi- 
culty I prevailed on him to to leave me to my own- 
thonghts, though it was really late at night, I can- 
not ſay they were to his honour. The treachery 1 
had diſcovered made me now as ſuſpicious as before 
was the eontrary, which muſt naturally tend to the 
diſadvantage of lord LaxzBoRovGH, ſince nothing 
could give me more reaſon to believe he harboured 
ſome bad deſign, than his endeavours to draw me in- 
to a way of life of which he had told me the im- 
propriety, when it ſerved to get me away from lord 
DorcHESTER. Could I forbear ſuſpecting them 
of being equally culpable ? it was happy for me, that 
they were fo, for as I fear humanity would not have 
deen of fo much ſervice to me as lard LarBo- 
ROUGH's jealouſy and defire to get me into his pow- 
er, I could not attribute what he had done to any 


ether cauſe, ſince he could wiſh to lead me into part 


of the evil, from which he had ſtrongly repreſented 
the neceſſity of my flying. I had reaſon, however, 
to thank heaven, that the bad intentions of one ill 
perſon, thus ſaved me from the dangers threatened 
me by another, equally my enemy; and could 
not hate lord LarBoRoOUGH for his ſentiments, 
ſince they turned ſo much to my benefit. But I 
feared I might find him ſome obſtruction to my de- 
parture, and without that addition I had too many 
impediments, and no one to aſſiſt me. I dared not 
truſt any body, and had a mind too ill at eaſe to take 
any meaſures for myſelf. I could only grieve for my 
misfortunes, incapable of forming a rational thought 
towards redreſſing them. How often, in my wiſh- 
es for the friendly relief of death, was I checked 
by the remembrance of my kind parent, the nurſe 
and inſtructor of my youth! but for the conſolati- 
on I hoped my preſence would afford her, the grave 
would have been my ſole deſire, for that alone I 

| thought 
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thought could bring me eaſe; but I preferred the 
ſuffering any evil to the increaſe of the pain I had 
already involuntarily given her, and this conſidera- 
tion controuled my ardent wiſhes for its kind hand. 
When lord LARBOROUGH found neither perfua- 
ſion nor flattery could prevail upon me to put my- 
ſelf into his power, he tried whether fear would not 
be more his friend. He peſtered me every day with 
his viſits, and invented new ſtories to alarm me. 
At one time he pretended, lord DoRcHESTER had 
diſcovered where I. was, and therefore © thought 
* his ſervice might not be unexceptionable in pro- 
* curing me ſome ſafer aſylum.” But I told him, 
that, “ being leſs known in the town than his lord- 
e ſhip, I could more ſecurely perform that office 
* for mylelf ;” fully determined to conceal my new 
habitation' with equal care from both. I gave or- 
ders to the people of the houſe to admit no one 
that wanted to ſee me, and tried every means to 
prevail on lord LARBOROUGEH to leave me, that I 
might ſeek another lodging, for in one reſpect he 


had ſucceeded, he had frighted me extremely. But, 


notwithſtanding my moſt preſſing intreaties, and a 
good deal of uncivility, for my patience was ex- 
hauſted, yet he would not go away till night; and 
then finding no enquiry had been made after me, I 
was pretty well convinced the whole was his own 
invention, 

Another day he informed me I had got inte a, 
houſe of ill repute, opening to me a ſcene of ini- 
quity, as appeared to me entirely incredible, and I 
frankly told him, © It was impoſſible there ſhould 
„ be ſuch monſters in the form of women as he 
** repreſented; but I was, above all, ſure mylandla- 
© dy was not of that kind, the houſe being extremely 
quiet, ſhe having little company, no young per- 
** ſon belonging to her; and beſide depending on a 
** ſhop for her ſupport, which muſt render the in- 

3 famous 
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famous traffick, he mentioned, contrary to her in- 
5 tereſt, ſince it would put a ſtop to her lawful 
and honeſt trade.” | 

I grew at length ſo diſguſted with a man, who 
could endeavour to increaſe the agony of my mind, 
out of ſuch baſe views as theſe various falſehoods 
more and more convinced me aCtuated him, that I 
could ſcarcely endure his preſence. While I believ- 
ed he expoſed lord DoRcHESTHER's deſigns out of 
real humanity, I honoured him. Virtue is a man's 
firſt friend, and his regard for it is never put to a 
ſeverer trial than when its intereſt claſhes with the 
ſchemes. of thoſe whom he moſt loves, and there- 
fore he who gives it its true preference, is greatly 
to be applauded. But lord LARBOROUGBH's mo- 
tives made his behaviour treacherous, and the dif- 
covery of them turned all the gratitude J had at firſt 
felt towards him, to providence, who had a better 
right to it. To that was I indebted for my ſafety, 
which was ſecured by meeting with two men whoſe 
views were equally baſe, and both alike fixed on 


me. In the moments of my moſt exceſſive grief, 


I reflected on this as a bleſſing, and all my ſoul was 

filled with gratitude, when otherwiſe my wretch- 

edneſs might have tempted me to an impious repin- 

ing, that guiltleſs, and contrary to any voluntary 

ſteps of my own taking, I ſhould, by various de- 
ees, be led to the miſery I endured. 

I hoped that deſpair, might at laſt, incline lord 
LarBoOROUGH to aſſiſt me in my return to my 
cottage, but I had vainly flattered myſelf, he would 
not even give me any advice, as to the manner I 
ſhould contrive it, and inſtead of removing the dif- 
ficulties that lay in my way, took a pleaſure in 
ſtarting new ones. All the benefit I reaped from a 
behaviour which he called ungrateful, was an abate- 
ment in the frequency of his viſits; and that, Þ 
confeſs, was ſome reward. | 407 
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OR a fortnight after I eſcaped from lord Don- 
CHESTER's, I had lived without ſeeing any 
one except lord LaRBOROUGH. But the-people 
where I lodged, having as much pity for my me- 
lancholy, as they had leiſure to feel; were, at laſt, 
ſo preffag with me to drink tea with them, that T 
could no longer refuſe it, though I was not very fit 
for company. 
They had been ſo obliging as to order their ſer- 


vant to admit no body, in compliance with my de- 


fire; but before we parted, by miſtake, ſhe brought 
in a viſiter, who, the maid knowing their regard 
to him, imagined it muſt be agreeable. It was ſo 
indeed to me, for it proved to be Mr. SouTH. 

His behaviour when I was Mrs. HERNER“s pri- 
ſoner, had created in me ſo much eſteem, that I 
often begged my lord to give him the firſt great 
living in his gift, which ſhould prove vacant, and 
he had promiſed me he would do it. 

As deſirous as I had been of remaining conceal- 
ed, I could not be ſorry to fee Mr. SourH. He 
ſeemed rejoiced to meet with me again, and aſked 
leave to wait on me the next morning; very much 
puzzled by the way I appeared in, as it differed 
greatly from the rank he imagined me of, by things 
he heard after my leaving his neighbourhood. I 
was not without my reaſons for being glad to have 
ſome private converſation with him. I had ſuffi- 
cient proof that he was fit to be truſted, and hoped 
with his aſſiſtance, to get ſoon from London. 

He had not been long with me before I commu- 
nicated to him the difficulties of my ſituation, and 
told him, that © although I had once rejected his 
friendly offers of contriving my eſcape, I ſhould 
* now be highly indebted to him, if he would or- 
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* der my journey for me, in the way he thought 


** moſt ſafe from diſcovery. That I hoped, lord 
** DORCHESTER had taken for granted, that I was 
returned to my aunt before that time, and there- 
fore would have no ſuſpicions of finding me on 
„ the road; but that to prevent it more certain- 


ly, it might be beſt to go round by ſome country 


** that did not lie directly in the way.” He was 


greatly affected with my diſtreſs, and tried all the 


power of perſuaſion to compoſe my mind. He of- 


fered to go to lord DorRcHrsTER, in order to 
learn whether the certainty of being unable to ſuc- 
ceed in his intentions, might not make him glad 


to marry me. But this I abſolutely refuſed; I had 


pride enough to think one with his principles did 
not deſerve me; but there were conſiderations of 


ſtill more weight. The account he gave of his a- 


verſion to marriage, and the impropriety of his 


own temper, for that ſtate, gave a woman reaſon - 


to fear ſhe might not be happy as his wife: I had 
already undergone the worſt part of the pains of 


ſeparation, it would have been very ſimple to ſub- 


je& myſelf to ſuffer it all over again, when by 
living longer with him, my affeQion was {till in- 
creaſed ; for with all his faults, Iſaw him amiable 
beyond expreſſion, Beſides, as well as I loved 
him, I would nct have turned beggar, no not even 
for himſelf. What happineſs could I have expeQ- 
ed from a love which 1 thought his actions proved 
was not founded on eſteem | marriage would not 
make me ſee it in a different light, as I could not 
but know the deſire of it aroſe in him merely from 
ungovernable paſſion, not principle, and, I muſt; 
therefore, always fear his repenting it, as he could 
not believe me more worthy of being for ever uni- 
ted to him than before I left him. „ente fe? 
[ was ſo poſitive in the point, that Mr. Sourn 
did not all inſit on the execution of his offer, but, 
| | n 
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on the contrary commended my ſpirit, and appear- 
ed extremely pleaſed with it; the reaſon of which 
J did not find out till the next day, and then ad- 
mired the generoſity of his mind, in having been 
ſo ready to undertake an office, wherein he cer- 
tainly could not wiſh to be employed. 

In the ſecond viſit he begged, I would forgive his 
renewing the offer I had once refuſed of the whole 
ſervice of his life and fortune. He preſſed it in the 


genteeleſt and tendereſt manner imaginable. I told. 
him, I was very forry he had ſtill a wiſh depend- 


ing on me, which I' could not grant; but that I 
* was abfolute in my determination to return to 

© aunt, and on no account could think of marrying 
* man whom I did not love better than any other 
* in the world.” He replied, that, “ he knew his 


„ misfortune in that reſpect; but would never re- 


& pine at it, if I would but grant him the ſecond 
« place in my eſteem, and give an opportunity to 
& his ſincere affection, to make him, in time, hap- 
5 py in the poſſeſſion of my heart.“ He added, 
that the delicacy which made me averſe to marri- 
age in the preſent ſituation of my mind, was a 
« ſufficient aſſurance that if I was married to him, 

* would join my endeavours to his, to get the 
* better of a love which my principles would not 
*© ſuffer me to encourage; he would wait thoſe hap- 
* py effects with patience, and with gratitude ac- 
knowledge, the preſent bleſſing of being united 
* to me; which he ſhould prefer to the poſſeſſion 
of the whole heart of any other woman!“ In: 


this manner did he importune me long, and of 
18 


reluctantly believed, that I was immoveable on th 
ſubject. I grieved to affſict him, but whaticould J 
do? 1 could not marry him, it was better) there-. 
fore, to repreſs his hopes at once. This topick 
made him ſo little fit for other converſation, that 
N 5 dor 
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during this viſit, I got no intelligence with regard 
to my leaving Luan. 

The next day he feemed eaſier than when he left 
me, and agreed to aſſiſt me as expeditiouſly as poſ- 
ſible. We determined that I ſhould take a coach 
to myſelf, and go through Northamptonſhire into 
Oxfordſbire, and then ſtrike into the weſtern road. 
And he promiſed, that the day following he would 
ſeek for one. I wiſhed him leſs flow in procuring 
the means of my departure; could I have tranſact- 
ed it myſelf, I ſhould have proceeded with more 
baſte. If an unhappy perſon could be ſo inhuman 
as to receive comfort from perceiving others were 
ſo as well as herſelf, I might have found ſome con- 
ſolation the next morning from a ſcene to which | 
was witneſs. I happened, by chance, to be in a little 
room belonging to the people of the houſe, that had a 
door and a window into the ſhop. I ſaw a very pret- 
ty lady making ſome purchaſe there, when at once F 


heard her ſcream ; and. a gentleman, whoſe face ! 


could not ſee, expreſs great ſatisfaction at meeti 

her. Her ſurprize gave him time to reproach her, 
for © having ſo long avoided him, refuſing both his 
< viſits and his letters, denying him all opportuni- 
&« ty of juſtifying himſelf, for an event, in which 


« ſhe muſt acknowledge he was not to blame.” She 


ſtruggled to get from him, and begged he would let 
her go; but he held her hand fo faſt, that ſhe was 
obliged to hear him proteſt the moſt violent paſſion, 
and aſſure her, that © he had taken all proper mea- 
© ſures to bring her to the appointed place, but had 
5. been ſtrangely diſappointed in having another la- 
* dy brought inſtead of her.“ 

Your ladyſhip may imagine, that one whoſe- 
heart like mine, was filled with love, would be at- 
tentive to any thing that had the leaſt relation to it; 
but I became ſtill more ſo on what the gentleman 
ſaid. By her endeavours to get from him, I, at 


E 
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laſt, ſaw his face, and perceived it was the perſon: 
to whom L had been carried in my way to London. 

The lady declared ſhe would ratfe an outcry if 
he did not go farther from her, and leave her at li- 
berty. My landlady then ſpoke very ſternly, and 
defired he would not trouble any one in her ſhop, 
but let the lady alone. He no ſooner let go her 
hand, than ſhe ran to-the-ſtreet door, but was ſtop- 
ped dy his placing himſelf between her and it. 
When the found an attempt to get from him that 
way was vain, ſheturned ſhort, and ſeeing the door 
which opened into the room where L was, the ſprung 
with ſuch force againſt it, that not ſhutting very 
well, ſhe broke-it open, and had bolted it on the in- 
ſide, before her lover could reach it. 5 

Seeing me, ſhe begged I would protect her, and 
"pop her from that man. I carried her up ſtairs in- 

to my appartment, the door of which I faſtened, 
and left the gentlemen to the diſpoſal of my landla- 
dy. The poor lady was no ſooner eaſed of part of her 
fear, than ſhe fell into a fit, which greatly alarmed 
me, but I durſt not open the door to call any one. 
When ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe burſt into tears. 
Her caſe; in ſome degree, reſembled- mine, which 
made me accompany her in weeping. 

She begg'd me again, not to let the man from 
whom ſhe had fled, come up ſtairs. I told her, 
J had once ignorantly been her protector, and that 
* now I would be ſo deſignedly.“ I then informed 
her, that I was the perſon who had been carried to 
his lordſhip's houſe when he expected her, and gave 
her an account of my renne and ver fucceed-- 
ed! it. 

She ſeemed'to receive ſome fatiifa&ion fronfin 
ing herſelf: with one who knew ſome part of her 
hiſtory, but expreſſed her aſtoniſhment at ſeeing-me. 
in ſuch an habitation; having, as ſhe ſaid, ** under- 


«© ſtood that I was a relation of lord Doncnzser En, 
© and 


e 
« and from the diſturbance he had been in, ſhe 
& could ſuppoſe no other; and yet the place in which 
64 * lived, was not at all proper for any of his fa- 
% mily.“ | | | 
So many circumſtances in what either ſaid, touch- 
ed ſome tender part of the other's heart, that more 
was more expreſled by tears than by words, They 
were the only anſwers I made to her expreſſions of 
ſurprize, till I found ſhe miſconſtrued them, by her 
telling me, that, © ſhe feared lord DorcntsTER 
« was not proof againſt pride and beauty, which 
ce together, made men do very wrong things. She 
6 had had a better opinion of his lordſhip, his be- 
tc haviour to her deſerved eternal gratitude ; but ſhe 
© was afraid I had not an equal obligation to him. 


& She aſſured me, ſhe pitied me ſincerely, for that 


© my youth and the very great amiableneſs of his 
« lordſhip were ſtrong excuſes, if I obſerved a dif- 
« ferent behaviour for the future, offering me any 
« kind of aſſiſtance in her power, and exhorting me 
4 to a regular life.” Theſe ſuſpicions raiſed my in- 
dignation; I could not forbear anſwering with great 
warmth, that © her opinion injured me greatly, 
« and it was cruel, by ſuch an imputation, to add 
&« to the affliftion I was under.” 
She begged my pardon in the handſomeſt man- 
ner, made all kinds of ſubmiſſions, and excuſed her- 
ſelf ſo well on the probabilty of the thing, that Þ 
forgave her, and complied with her requeſt in re- 
lating to her, in as few words as poſſible; the occa- 
ſion of the difference ſhe faw in my ſituation. She 
ſhewed a very real compaſſion for me, and offered 
to take me home with her, to her aunt's, where 
they would carefully conceal me. But © I entreat- 
© ed her, not even to mention me to that relati- 
C on, as it muſt redound to my lord's difhonour; 
« and I thought myſelf ſo ſafe where I was, that 
« it would not be adviſable to change my * 
| er 
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Her fear leſt her lover ſhould have ſet ſpies at our 
door, made her glad to remain the whole day with 
me; during which I learnt, that her father had 
faithfully kept the agreement made with him by 
lord DORCHESTER, and her aunt had behaved ve- 
ry kindly to her; but that ſhe had been obliged to 
make herſelf an abſolute priſoner ever fince ſhe 
came to town, having never been able to venture 
into any public place, or large company, for fear 
of meeting that vile man from whom ſhe had been ſo 
fortunately delivered. Not,“ ſhe added, © that 
* ſhe apprehended any other harm from feeing him 
ce in public, but the keeping alive a paſſion, which 
it was neceflary to her peace to extinguiſh ; ſhe. 
c owned ſhe had not been able to do it, which 
made her extremely unhappy; and had occaſion- 
ed her ſuffering exceſſively during that interview 
© between them, to which I had been a witneſs.” 

Her lever omitted no means of ſeeing or writing 
to her, after he found where ſhe was gone. He 
attempted to viſit her continually, but always re- 
ceived a denial at the door; he contrived a thouſand 
ways to convey letters to her; he often had them 
directed by other people, in hopes that not know- 
ing the hand, ſhe would open them, but being con- 
ſtantly on her guard, ſhe never read one, though, 
for any thing ſhe knew, ſome of them might be 
from other people; but the only means ſhe had of 
certainly avoiding to receive his letters, was to ac- 
cept none, but ſuch as were in the hands of her 
uſual correſpondents. Her care had anſwered ſo 
well, that ſhe never before met him. | 

It was plain from his diſcourſe, that he imagin- 
ed her behaviour proceeded from reſentment at not 
having been carried to his houſe. I found ſhe was 
as weak as myſelf; ſhe was ſtill very much in love 
with him, how appeared extremely unhappy, though, 
the ſaid, ſhe was grown eaſier before this unlucky 

interview, 
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interview. She told me, “her intention was to 
& perſuade her aunt to live in the country, where 
© the hoped, by abſence and reaſon, to conquer 
& this unfortunate paſſion. For ſhe took no joy in 


& ſociety, nor did it afford the leaſt relief to her 


ce ſpirits. - I once,” added ſhe, ©* by chance met 
© his wife, who ſeemed not leſs unhappy than my- 
& ſelf, and I felt almoſt equal pity for her. Inſtead 
© of looking on her with the diſlike generally borne 
& to a rival, I conceived a kind of love for her as 
* a fellow-fufferer, and could not forgive myſelf, 
** for having, perhaps, been a means of creating 
part of the uneaſineſs which appeared in her 
© countenance, though I had innoccently offended 
&© her; her lord being the cruel injurer of both.“ 

By enquiring into his character, ſhe learnt, that 
his lady was a woman of very great fortune, whom. 
he married in little more than a year before he 
came into her father's neighbourhood, having gain- 
ed her. affections by a very aſſiduous courtſhip, to 
which: her riches. alone had tempted him. 


The ſimilitude between this young lady's fate 


and mine, diſpoſed us welt towards each other, and 
before we parted, we ſhould have been glad to have 
agreed on a means of meeting again, but I dared not 
venture to her end of the town, nor could ſhe come 
where I was, without danger of meeting the man 
ſhe wiſhed to avoid, as he might probably hope that 
a love ſo tender as he knew her's once was, would, 
when her firſt anger was abated, relent on what he 
had ſaid, and that ſhe would come again, where ſhe 
might hope another time to fee him. Theſe con- 
ſiderations obliged us to take a final leave; only ſhe 


inſiſted, on my informing her by a line, when T 


ſhould be got ſafely out. of town, which ſhe aviſed 
me to attempt cautiouſly, but reſolutely, tho' ſhe 
owned, ſhe was ſorry lord DorcutsTERr ſhould 
have any cauſe to grieve, for notwithſtanding his 

having 
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having aQed an unworthy pag. yet her gratitude 
for the great benefit he had coWrred on her, made 
her wiſh him not to ſuffer by it; adding, that“ 1 
© muſt allow, this was due to one who had preſer- 
c ved her from being the unhappieſt wretch on 
earth; but yet ſhe ſhould be very ſorry that he 
e ſhould commit a wrong action, who had deſerv- 
© ed ſo much honour from having prevented ano- 
ce ther from doing one.” We exchanged mutual 
good wiſhes, and parted.” 925 | 

How much are the orders of providence prevert- 
ed! our affections ſeemed given as the ſources of 
happineſs, but by the bad qualities of mankind 
are frequently made the great ſprings of our miſe- 
ry. While they correſpond with virtue, they a- 
lone give us a notion of true bliſs ; but when once 
they are connected with various kinds of vice, 
how wretched do they make both the vicious per- 
ſon, and thoſe who are the objects of their ill- 
founded affeQtons.! | 


— 
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3 next morning, when Mr. Sour went 
to hire an equipage for me, as he had pro- 
miſed, he perceived a man fauntering in the inn- 
yard, who obſerved him while he was making the 
bargain, and followed him at a diftance at his re- 
turn. Mr. SouTH fearing it might be ſome ſpy 
of lord DoRcHESTER's, went home, inſtead of 
coming to me. He learnt of the people of the 
houſe where he lodged, that after he was gone in, 
the man enquired his name, and ſome other parti- 
culars. He was ſo cautious leſt the place of my a- 
bode ſhould be diſcovered thro? his means that he - 
would not ſtir out of his lodgings till the follow- 

ing day, but he had not been long with me, before 


the 
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the ſame perſon 5 * after him, having been di- 
rected from his e with a meſſage from lord 
DoRCHESTER, deſiring to ſpeak with him then, 
if he was at leiſure. This furprized us, as they 
had not the leaſt acquaintance, and made us ſuſpect 
that, upon laying circumſtances together, his lord- 
fhip thought Mr. SouTH might be able to give 
him ſome information about me. x 

I was deſirous of moving my habitation directly, 
that he might be able to ſay with truth, he knew 
not where I was, but he differed from me in this, 
he ſaid, © that lord DorxcHEsTER had no power 
© over me, nor could a man of honour attempt to 
© uſe force to prevent my purſuing my intended 
& journey ; that he would take care I ſhould have 
& the liberty of a free-born woman, and not be 
& detained by any one. If his lordſhip kept ſo ſtrict 
© a watch, I-ſhould ſcarcely be able to get off un- 
% diſcovered, and therefore, it was better to do it 
* openly and boldly; offering to fee me. ſafe to the 
© end of my journey.” As his profeſſion obliged 
him to ſome dependence on the favour of thoſe 
who could aſſiſt in his preferment, and as I hoped, 
lord DoRCHESTER would perform the promiſe he 
had given me, I rejected this propoſal, very unwil- 
ling to do him an injury in return for the obligati- 
ons he had conferred on me, by thus neglecting his 
own intereſt for my good. He replied, that, * he 
* could never receive ſo much true ſatisfaction from 
% any thing, as from doing me ſervice; that he 
* ſhould have only this one opportunity of enjoy- 
« ing ſo great a gratification, . which, if I could 
* now be prevailed with to make him happy, would 
be always reflected on by him as the darling mo- 
« ment of his life,” and that “ it would be the 
* higheſt cruelty to refuſe the acceptance of his belt 
« ſervices, the recollection of which, would ſweet- 
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den; all his future cares or pains, and as I could 
« give but a very imperfe& account of the place 
from which 1 had been taken, he could not ven- 
* ture me with any other guide *than himſelf.” He 
left me without waiting for an anſwer. 

His reſolution diſtreſſed me; I could not bear to 
be detrimental to his interefts, though I was con- 
vinced that with truth, he laid, they weighed leſs 
with him, than the pleaſure of ae one friendly 
action; but ſuch generoſity ſnould meet with an e- 
qual return; nevertheleſs I would not in this, have 
given way to him, could I have avoided it: But his 
abſence robbed me of the power of reſiſting his kind 
intention, and, indeed, the difficulty of finding out 
the place to which 1 was to be carried from the ve- 
ry imperſect hints I could give, was ſo great, that 
there was ſome danger, that none but ſo very aſſidu- 
ous a friend would have taken the pains to have 


- ſought it out, which he intended to have done, 


while I remained on the borders of Wales, till he 
could direct the vehicle in the right courſe. I was 
impatient to know the occaſion of lord DoxcHES- 
TER'S ſending for him, and yet it ſhould have ſeem- 
ed of little importance to me. My departure was 
determined. If he would have fixed me out of his 
power, and complied with my terms, which the 
cenſoriouſneſs of this country, founded on the diſ- 
ſolute manners of the people, would have requir- 
ed to make me acknowledge as innocent as I was, 
] would not have ſtaid. I could not accept an ob- 
ligation which I never would return. The cuſ- 
toms of mankind, and the different opinion I had 
of my lord, to what 1 formerly entertained, ren- 
dered it impoſſible for me to live with the ſame fre- 
quent intercourſe, and perfect confidence, which 
till then had been the ſource of all my Joys. 
W ichout nr what charms could any place 2 
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for me? the more I reflected, the ſtronger was 

my reſolution to fly it, as I would the peſtilence, 

leſt the contagion ſhould reach me, and I be infect- 

ed with their immorality. | 
While I was in the midſt of theſe reflections, I 


heard ſome one coming up ſtairs to my room; full 


of expeQation of Mr. SouTH, I ran to the door 
to meet him; but how great was my ſurprize at 
ſeeing inſtead of him, lord Dot cursTER! I cried 
out, and ſunk into a chair, my ſtrength failing me. 
He was in too great a rapture to think of the ef- 
fea his ſudden appearance had on me. How far 
above deſcription were his tranſports on ſeeing me 
again! he embraced me with an eagerneſs, which, 
however innocent I once thought it, his own words 
had inſtructed me too well to ſuffer; and the de- 
fire of repelling the familiarity, I believe, recover- 
ed me ſooner than I ſhould otherwiſe have been. 
All he ſaid, were incoherent, paſſionate expreſſions 
of his joy. My ſenſations were more ſilent; I was 


as unable to ſpeak as he was to preſerve any regula- 


Tity in what he ſaid. Love, reſentment, grief and 
fear, divided my heart; each alike ſtrove for utte- 
rance, and therefore rendered me dumb; till he 
cried, ©* ſpeak to me, my charmer, my angel, ſpeak; 
* no words can be ſo cruel as this filence. Your 
* voice muſt delight whatever ſubje& you chuſe, 
ce but let it not, be a harſh one; pity and forgive a 
* man whoſe whole bliſs is centered in you. Will 
* you, can you pardon me?” 

Can my forgiveneſs be of any worth,“ I repli- 
ed, © to one who could long harbour a wiſh to 
* make me ſo criminal, that I could not have par- 
* doned myſelf? If it was of value, why,would you 
« defire to rob me of it, to whom it muſt be of 
© moſt conſequence.” 

* Upbraid me not,” anſwered he, © with errors 

« that make me wretched, If you knew how 

&« much 
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„much I deſerve your pity, forgiveneſs muſt ſuc- 


ceed your compaſſion. All my life ſhall be de- 
* voted to extenuate my offence. Actions pro- 


« ceeding from the trueſt, the pureſt love, ſhall 


“ plead the excuſe of my injurious deſigns; believe 
% my word, I have never broken it; I will not riſe 
from your feet, till you aſſure me of my pardon.” 
* Riſe then, now, my lord,“ ſaid I, © anger main- 
* tains much ſhorter poſſeſhog of my mind than 
« grief, I can ſuffer, but not reſent. From my 
« heart I forgive all the miſery you have inflicted, 
% and the greater ſtill which you intended me. I 
* forgive you your conſtant endeavours to create a 
* fove in me, which could only tend to my unhap- 
© pineſs. I will not exclude even this laſt pain, 
this interview, which tears my heart: it is your 
“e inflicting, and, therefore, I will receive it with 
*« patience; but I had hoped to be ſettled in peace 
* without undergoing any new conflicts; I would 
& not have troubled you in the ſearch of tranquili- 
“e ty; a bleſſing hard to find, for a heart ſo fond, 
& ſo tender as mine; one that is, by you, taught 
* all the anguiſh that the higheſt degree of ſenſibi- 
© lity can give. It was before I kgew you in the 
entire poſſeſſion of reſt and peace, had no wiſh 
© ungratified, no fear, no jarring paſſions to tor- 
© ment it. This dreadful change, I 8 you, 
* and while I am ſeeking in my ſolitude for my 
* former eaſe, I will pray for your felicity, and 
tears ſhall waſh away all reſentment; I might 
* be happy if they could drown remembrance 
too.“ | 
Tears eaſed the rack I was upon, and gave my 
lord time to deſire me not to talk of returning to 
my cottage, for it was uniting death with the heal- 
ing found of pardon. © If you love me,” 
continued he, © can you wiſh for ſuch a ſeparation? 
*© you have now no reaſon to fly me, I have no 
| concealed 
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* concealed deſign. I was, indeed, greatly preju- 
* diced againſt marriage, but you have removed it 
* all; I now look on it as a ſtate of bliſs, if you 
** are my companion in it, and pray for it more de- 
% voutly than even martyr did for heaven. Indeed, 
i I have had my martyrdom; no tyrant could in- 
** flit a torment beyond what your abſence has 
made me ſuffer. What bitter accuſations have ! 
* not made againſt myſelf, for permitting prejudce 
to get the better of the trueſt love that ever poſ- 
ſeſſed the heart of man. If you are only indiffe- 
“rent, mere pity will move you to comply. If 
* you do not hate me, you will conſent to become 
© my dear, my wedded wife directly; you will re- 
* ſieve my mind from its preſent ſufferings ; and 
put it in my power to make what recompence I 

scan for the trouble I have cauſed you.“ 
That I love you,” I replied, © I am much 
* © too well convinced by painful experience; but 
© you have ſo forfeited my eſteem, that I cannot 
5 1 your propoſal. I could not be hap- 
* py if. IVas married to you, confequently ſhould 
“e not mike Jou ſo. Your paſſion for me is the 
© ſame it was, all the difference is in the compa- 
„ nions of it. While accompanied by hope, you 
* know how little I was obliged to you for it; 
„ now deſpair has taken its place, it has blinded 
* you, and I will believe you think your affection 
all you ſay it is; but was your deſpair to ceaſe, 
% you would find your miſtake too late, after we 
© were both made facrifices to the deception. I 
© have loſt all my confidence in you, and deteſt the 
* reft of your nation. I will go where I ſhall be 
« {ecluded from mankind, where virtue makes eve- 
© ry action open and intelligible; there I am capa- 
* ble of living happily, without. learning the arts 
© that here hide every real thought. If this reſo- 
«© Iution is painful to you, make it likewiſe —_— 
| &« cialz 
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* cial; truſt me ſo corrupt a people cannot be 
* taught virtue, but by ſuffering, Affliction will 


© purify a heart perverted by education and cuſtom ; 


* it takes off the varniſh from glaring vices, and 
* ſhews them in their own dark colours, If you 
* really ſuffer, conſider to what it is owing, learn 
* to hate vice, which as certainly carries its puniſh- 
« ment, as virtue does its reward along with it, 
* But why ſhould I think you can ſuffer long enough 
* to do you any good? your heart is not made like 
* mine, therefore I cannot judge of it.“ © Can 
you,“ cried my lord, © kindly ſhed theſe tears to 
te part with me, and yet accompany them with ſo 
* cruel a declaration of your intention? he omit- 
ted nothing that he thought could prevail with me, 
and ſo far did he ſucceed, that had I known how 
much I ſhould have been affected I would not have 
ſaid to hear him, for I could not have believed my 
reaſon ſtrong enough to reſiſt my own agitation of 
mind, and the diſtraction he appeared in. He ſaw 
my diſtreſs, but receiving hope from it, cruelly 
continued his perſuaſions. I would have left him, 
but he held me faſt, proteſting. he would never let 
me go till I promiſed to be his wife. He offered 
me the diſpoſal of half his fortune to make me leſs, 
dependant; but when our eaſe of heart depends ſo 
entirely on another's love, what freedom can mo- 
ney give us? | 

I know not whether I could for ever have refuſed 
to comply, but happily for me, his reaſon failed 
him, before he had ſufficiently conquered mine to 
get my conſent ; his ſpirits were ſo oppreſſed, he 
became quite ſpeechleſs, and almoſt ſenſeleſs. I 
was half diſtracted, but as ſoon as he began to 
come out of this fit, to avoid prolonging a ſcene 
ſo difficult for me to ſupport, I left the room, 
though not without taking a kinder farewel than 
ſeemed cenſiſtent with a deſire never to ſee him a- 


gain, 


Ee 
gain, which I begged, while with tears, I kiſſed 


his hand. He had only power to look up at me, 
with dying eyes, ſwimming in tears. Thus J left 


him: but how hard it was to do ſo, none can know, 
but thoſe who have loved as well, and gone through 


as ſevere a trial. 


I ſhut myſelf into another room, there to give 


way to the diſtraction of my mind, which was ſo 
exceſſive, that when Mr. Sour came, I was not ca- 
pable of attending or ſpeaking to him. He was great- 
ly touched, and endeavoured to ſooth and compoſe 
me; but finding i it impoſſible, he went away, un- 


able to ſupport the ſight of me in that diſtreſs. 


The next time Mr. SouTH came, he found me 


more capable of hearing what had paſſed after lord 


DoRCHESTER ſent for him. 


He told me, that my lord was waiting for him, 


and as ſoon as the. ſervant introduced him, aſked, 
with the utmoſt impatience, if he could impart any 
news of miſs Lexox? Mr. Sour expreſſed ſome 
ſurprize at his lordſhip's applying to him, who al- 
ledged for the reaſon of it, “ the knowledge of the 
regard he had for me, and the reaſon I had to 
1 place a confidence in him, which made him ap- 
& pear the propereſt perſon to whom I could have 
& recourſe, in a ſituation, where, without the aſ- 
& ſiſtance of one more accuſtomed to the world, it 
© muſt be very difficult to conduct. myſelf. That 
ce this probability was turned into almoſt a certainty, 
* by the account of one of the people whom he had 
© in pay at every place in town, where equipages 
* were to be hired, to prevent my getting away 
& from it without his knowledge.” This man told 
him, „ he had ſeen a clergyman hire a chariot 
% which he had looked at, and ſeemed to prefer to 
ce the reſt, for having canvaſſes to let down before 
* the plaſſes, at leaſt he could gueſs no other reaſon 
& for the preference he gave it, as it was rather the 
«© worſt 
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* worſt vehicle there. That upon this, his ſpy 
followed wim to his lodgings, and learnt his name. 
My lord then, in the moſt affe ting terms, con- 
* jured Mr. Sour to tell him where I was. 

He anſwered, that, he did not know, though © 
© he was obliged to chance for finding me out, but 
© that he muſt beg to be excuſed giving an infor- 
© mation that might make a reſolution more difh- 
&© cult to execute, which was already almoft too 
© hard for a woman who, except virtue, loved no- 
{© thing ſo well as his lordſhip.” _ N 

My lord ſaid, he hoped they were not incon- 
&« ſiſtent ; he would not have aſked him for any in- 
© formation of which he deſigned to make a bad 
© uſe. He had no other with but to marry me, 
and wanted to ſee me, to obtain my conſent, toge- 
ther with my forgiveneſs for what was paſt, and 
* hoped it might be gained, as he had only men- 
* tally offended, and would devote his life to make 
me reparation.” He added, © that he could not 
© live without me, and ſhould gratefully receive 
% me on my own terms, if I pleaſed, that very 
day, for no time was early enough for his impa- 
“ patience.” Re; boys Kg 

Mr. Sour offered to come and tell me his pre- 
ſent ſentiments, but my lord begged he might not 
defer ſeeing me, and prevailed on him to direct him 
where to find me. * | 8 

After lord DoRcHESTER left me, he ſent again 
for Mr. SouTH, who found him in a way, that the 
deſcription alone moved my heart too much at. 
He begged Mr. SovTH's aſſiſtance in his endea- 
vours to prevail on me to deſiſt from my purpoſe of 
never feeing him again. | N 

Mr. Sour promiſed he would give it him, but 
added, that, “if my love for his lordſhip could not 
** prevail, he feared all other advocates would prove 


cc very 
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* very weak. That, if I was able to perſiſt in my 
* reſolution notwithſtanding the diſtreſs I ſaw him 
„in; in the interview, which, he imagined would 
have ended in our union, be did not flatter him- 
* {elf he could make me change it.” 

I told him, he © had undertaken an unſucceſsful 
&« canſe; that his expectations of the little he ſhould 
ce be able to effect were ſo well founded, I need give 
© no other reaſons to perſuade him to deſiſt from a 
« perſecution with which, however obſtinately, I 
c had determined not to comply, yet to reſiſt, way 
very painful to me. 

That I might be removed from theſe obſtruQi- 
ons to my intended departure,' which I feared would 

row too ſtrong for my reſplution, I defired Mr. 
. would procure me an equipage for the 
next day, without imparting to my lord the ſudden- 
neſs of my determination. He promiſed to fulfil 
my requeſt. I wiſhed myſelf in ſome! place where 
my, lord could not find me; for I feared. I ſhould 
not be proof againſt another. interview, though I 
was fortified by the full belief that I could not be 
happy with one ſo defective in his principles, on 
the goodneſs of which muſt depend the felicity of 
all thoſe ſmall ſocicties, as eſteem is à neceſſary 
foundation for a laſting love I could not believe 
this change in him aroſe from an amendment of 
heart, but from deſpair of fucceſs in his former 
ſchemes, and was convinced it would therefore be 
madneſs to unite myſelf, for life, with one who 
had no better motive; for no ſuffering can equal 
that of being married to a man of whom one has 
a bad opinion. 

As ſoon as Mr. Sourn had reported his ſmall 
ſucceſs, lady PaLEsTINE was ſent, by my lord, to 
try, whether ſhe could prevail, Vour ladyſhip 
may imagine, I did not give her a very cordial re- 
ception, She took no notice of it, but addreſſed 

me 
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me with fondneſs, and began to combat my inten- 
tion by ſetting before me all the happineſs that at- 
tended my conſent to marry my lord. Inſtead of 
endeavouring to excuſe his faults, ſne only ſaid 
flightly, that no other man would have preſerved ſo 
blameleſs a behaviour, and proceeded to ſhew an 
union with him in the moſt pleaſing light. Her 
aim was to bring my affections to her ſide of the ar- 
gument. a 8 | | 
I did not let her go on long, but told her, © it 
** well became one who could condeſcend to con- 
6 nive at, and aſſiſt ſuch villainous deſigns, as had 
*© been harboured againſt me, to endeavour to pre- 
* vail by the force of paſſion, againſt the reaſon 
N which ought to ſubdue it; but that I was not to 
„ be moved by arguments ſo wrongly applied, and 
© uttered by one — whom every thing muſt ap- 
e pear in a ſuſpicious light, and who would diſ- 
c grace even the cauſe of virtue by defending it. 
* Without ſaying much more, I affranted her, and 
* freed myſelf Nor bei importunities.“ 

Lord DoRCHESTER came ſoon after, but I heard 
a coach ſtop, and fearing it was him, hid myſelf 
ſo well, that though the houſe was diligently ſearch- 
ed, they could not find me. After that he ſent me 
a letter, but I did not chuſe to give him more arms 
againſt my ſelf, ſo ſent it back with a deſire he 
would leave me in peace. 3 5 

Before I had time to compoſe my ſpirits, miſs 
BAbN was brought up ſtairs. I was greatly ſur- 
prized to fee her, but my heart was ſo great a 
ſtranger to pleaſure, that I could not find words to 
expreſs what I felt at her viſit, ſo ſoon as ſhe did 
the occaſion of it. I am come, ſaid ſhe, © to 
<© plead a cauſe, in which I find ſo many others 
have been unſucceſsful, that although to be em- 
** ployed might raiſe my vanity, it ought to create 
fears in me, that all my endeavours, will prove 
* fruit-. 
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** fruitleſs. My regard for you, the pleaſure I have 
* always imagined I muſt find in your friendſhip, 
and pity for one whoſe diſtreſs would move a har- 
*© der heart than mine, makes me wiſh for elo- 
* quence enough to prevail in my ſuit.” She pro- 
ceeded to tell me, -that ſhe had had a viſit from lord 
DorcntsTtrR. As ſoon as he came in he told 
her, that, though he had never before had the 
* honour of waiting on her, yet he truſted in her 
good nature for his pardon, when ſhe knew that 
*© he had placed all hopes of the happineſs of his 
life in her.“ Mt 
He related: to her every thing that had paſſed 
between him and me, from the time of his firſt 
ſeeing me, till his laſt trial, by lady PaLEsTINE, 
of prevailing on me to lay aſide my intention of 
returning to my aunt. He added, that, he knew 
I had a good opinion of her, and he had never 
* ſeen ſo ſtrong an inclination in me to any other 
e perſon; he, therefore, hoped ſhe might be more 
© ſucceſsful, if ſhe would kindly undertake his 
66 cauſe.” 
I told her, it was a bad one, and I wondered 
© ſhe would engage in it.” She replied, © that I 
© ought not to expect conſummate virtue among a 
<* degenerate people; that it was ſcarcely poſſible 
* to find a man who had any ſcrfiples in regard to 
© his behaviour to women. She gave me a thou- 
© ſand inſtances wherein the men of the beſt cha- 
© raCters had failed; telling me, they eſteemed ma- 
ce trimony as ſo entirely a political inſtitution; that 
ce though each might approve of it in ſociety, ma- 
ny did not like it for themſelves. That they 
£ looked on the life of a woman who lived with 
cc them without being married, as generally moſt 
& happy. That my lord, in the care he had taken 
of my reputation, had ſhewn a delicacy and an 


te affection for me, uf which few men were _— 
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ble, that, in every other virtue, he was as near- 
ly perfect as a human creature could be. She 
* told me, how much I ought to allow for the force 
% of cuſtom and education; theſe had both tended 
% to make him look on chaſtity as a very ſmall 
« virtue, for that it was even made the ſubje& of 
* ridicule in ſuch men as were poſſeſſed of it.“ 

In ſhort; ſhe ſaid ſo much in his excuſe, that, 
although I could not allow that cuſtom ſhould fo 
far overcome truth, I found ſome fatisfa&tion in 
thinking him leſs criminal, but ſtill ſaw him too 
much ſo, not to reſiſt all her importunities, and 


66 


ſhe was obliged to ſubmit to my obſtinacy, 


I ſhould be deficient in ſincerity, were I not to 
confeſs that miſs BADEN 's perſuaſions a little ſtag- 
gered my reſolution. I ſometimes was inclined to 
doubt whether lord DoRcHESH ER could be ſo much 
to blame, ſince ſhe undertook to excuſe him, and 
whether I might not be allowed to forgive one 1 
loved ſo tenderly, ſince a woman who had no ſuch 
motive could ſo eaſily acquit him. But I ſoon be- 
came ſenſible this was the dictate of my paſſion, 
Bad examples and pernicious habits, had, in a de- 
vice had deadened her ſenſe of it; but I had no ſuch 
excuſe; cuſtom had not -confounded my ideas of 
right and wrong, and therefore to have united my- 
ſelf with a perſon whom I knew guilty of vice, was, 
in a degree to become vicious; and I could not have 
a ſtronger reaſon to avoid it than miſs BADEN her- 
ſelf furniſhed me with; for ſince a woman of vir- 
tue could hy example have her principles ſo much 
2 the danger I ſhould run by marrying 
ord DORCHESTER was obvious; and to put our- 
ſelves in a fituation that muſt hazard our integrity, 


is a great proof that it is not at that time ſuffici- 


ently ſtrong. I very frankly told miſs Baden he- 


much more preyalent I found her example than her 


Q 2 arguments, 


gree, perverted miſs BAbExN; the friequency of 
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arguments, for that, © ſhe could urge no reaſons 
* which would ſo ſtrongly induce me to live with 
& lord DORCHESTER, as her being capable of urg- 
ing them would deter me from it, ſince ſhe there- 
„ by ſhewed me the danger that aroſe from a com- 
„ munication with mankind; for I ſhould fear, 
« that my principles might be corrupted by the 
% ſame means that had perverted her's. There- 
« fore all ſhe could ſay only proved to me the ne- 
* ceſlity of flying mankind, if I deſigned to ho 
« faft mine integrity as long as I lived.” 115 

Miſs BaDbEN ſmiled, without any appearance of 
reſentment at what I had ſaid, and only anſwered, 
that, © ſhe ſaw I was determined to make no dif- 
© ference between excuſing the guilt of others, 
and accompanying them in the crime; and ſince 
J was reſolved to retire from the world, in or- 
der to avoid becoming as bad as ſhe was, ſhe 
found ſhe had little chance of carrying back any 
© conſolation to lord DoRCHESTER:” and the 
night being far ſpent, ſhe took leave of me. 
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M Y mind had been too much agitated in the 
day, to allow me any reſt at night. The 
various attacks that had been made on my paſſions, 
had coſt my reaſon ſo much labour to reſiſt, that I 
had not ſtrength enough to compoſe my ſpirits, 
which, when Mr. SouTH attended me the next 
morning, were in a ſtate little different from what 
they were when he left me the day before. He 
imagined night would afford me but little relief, 
and therefore came the earlier, out of a kind defire 
to divert my thoughts, if he could not alleviate my 
uneaſineſs, 


Before 
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Before the hour the chariot was ordered, a letter 
was brought, which I perceived, by the ſuperſcrip- 
tion, was from lord DoRcuesTER. The firſt im- 
pb was to return it unopened, to avoid giving 
reſh pain to my heart; but before I could put the 
thought in execution, it gave place to a tenderer 
conſideration. I feared by ſuch a proceeding, I 
might add to his uneaſineſs; and this, in a point 
that could do me no eſſential harm, was ungene- 
rouſly preferring my own eaſe to his; and ſince I 
was juſt going to execute a reſolution which affeQ- 
ed him ſo much, it would be cruel to encreaſe it 
unneceſſarily. I therefore opened the letter, and 
to my grear ſurprize, learnt from it, that, he 
left London before break of day, in order to pro- 
&* ceed directly to my aunt's, having hopes of ob- 
& taining her mediation in his favour, which he 
*© flattered himſelf might have more weight than 
* any other perſon's had yet had.” 3 
Nothing could have filled me with greater aſto- 
niſhment. To expect ſo good a woman ſhould 


plead in the excuſe of vice, appeared to me ex- 


tremely abſurd; but the conſequence of this ſtep 
was the preventing my journey; ſince, had I pro- 
ſecuted it, I muſt have met him on the road, or 
found him there; neither of which would have been 
at all agreeable to my purpoſe. The beſt ſcheme l 
could now form, was to leave my lodging before he 
could return to town, and remove into ſome obſcure 
houſe in the ſuburbs. And that as ſoon as Mr. 
SOUTH, who kindly undeftook this additional trou- 
ble, could learn that he was come back, I ſhould 


ſet out directly on my journey. We were not with- 


out hopes, that as my lord had taken his uſual re- 
tinue with him, the perſon employed to watch his 
arrival in London, might learn ſome particulars of 
the ſituation of my aunt's houſe, that would ſerve 
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to direct us, and fave a very difficult, and, perhaps, 
a very tedious ſearch after it. 

My travelling equipage was ſent away, and eve 
thing ſettled for = continuance at my lodging, till 
I imagined lord DoxchHESTHER might be coming 
back; for I liked the people of the houſe too well 
to leave them while I could avoid it. Their huma- 
nity endeared them to me; they had gathered ſo 
much light into my ſituation, by circumſtances that 
had fallen within their obſervation, that T thought 
myſelf obliged to acquaint them with a little more, ' 
leſt they ſhould have received impreflions that 
might make them diſcontented with my continuin 
in their houſe. This Mr. SouTH performed ; — 
though he told them very few particulars, yet their 
good nature appeared very conſpicuouſly on the 
occaſion, and their greateſt wiſh was to amuſe me. 
But in this they could not ſucceed fo eaſily, as in 
making their houſe | paves convenient. To re- 
lieve the anxiety of my mind, was reſerved fot 
others, who, for the time they were with me, did 
it effectually, and inſpired me with a joy, which, 
on my own account, I could not have felt. 

Sir CHARLEs L1sDALE came to town two days 
after lord DoxchEST ER left it; and not finding 
his lordſhip, went to lady PaLtsTINE's, where 
he heard my whole hiſtory, and, deſirous of ſeeing 
me, was directed by her to my lodging. 

Sir CHARLES came directly to my lodging, and 
ſending up his name aſkeg leave to wait on me, a 
permiſſion I readily granted; and he was brought 
up ftairs with a young lady who I perceived to be 


a daughter of captain TRAVERSE, and conſequent- 


ly received her with pleaſure. I was glad to ob- 
ſerve more chearfulneſs in Sir CHARLEs's counte- 
nance, than when we laſt met. He accoſted me 
with ſaying, © He was come to claim the friend- 
* ſhip J had once offered him. That time, ab- 

& ſence, 


* 
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“ ſence, and deſpair, had made him more reaſon- 
“ able, and brought him to ſee that he was pre- 
* ſumptuous, in aiming to poſſeſs me, and not 
* thinkining that my acquaintance and converſa- 
* tion was more happineſs than he merited.” I 


told him, © mine would be greater, if he would 


4 ceaſe to flatter, an effect, which I might hope 
© from the improvement of his reaſon, of which 
* he boaſted, ſince it muſt make him know, that 
6 in what he ſaid he far exceeded the truth, and 
« might incline him to believe, that he likewiſe 
« exceeded my credulity.” - | 

He anſwered, that, * I had much miſtaken the 
cc office of reaſon, if I imagined it had altered 
his opinion of me, it had only made him more 
6 ſenſible of his demerits, which ſhewed too much 
inequality between us, to give him the leaſt 
& room for hope. But,” continued he, taking 
the young lady, who accompanied him, by the 
hand, Let me beg your friendſhip for one who 
* has kindly ſoothed my griefs, and turned my 
© diſappointment into happineſs.” I was overjoy- 
ed at theſe words; I gathered from them that they 


either were already, or were to be united. I em- 


braced and congratulated her with tranſport. She 
had ſo favourable a proſpe& of happineſs, both 
from Sir CHARLES's good qualities, and the afflu- 
ence of his fortune, that nothing could give me 
more pleaſure; ſhe bluſhed, in appearance from 
exceſs of ſatisfaction, and looked up at him with 
ſo much love and gratitude as charmed me. I could 
not remain long without expreſſing a deſire to 
know how this union was brought about, which 
ſeemed to me as impoſſible as any thing could be. 
Sir CHARLES aſſured me he would gratify my cu- 

rioſity, which he did in the following words. 
* When you deprived me of all hopes of ob- 
* taining your affeQion, having no longer any 
O04 «© pleaſure 
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pleaſure or intereſt-in ſociety, my-only aim was 
an abſolute retirement, till my paſſion ſhould 
be ſo much moderated as to allow me to endure 
company, and to enable me to be fit for it. To 
ſecure ſuch a retreat, it was neceſlary to chuſe 
ſome place where I was not known. This led 
me to the borders of Wales, as the moſt promiſ- 


ing for the ſolitude I ſought. It anſwered my 


hopes, I found a little cottage ſituated to my 
with, for every thing around it appeared as de- 


folate as my mind. Leſt I ſhould be troubled 


with viſits from any gentleman in the neighbour- 
hoed, I concealed my name, and paſſed for a 
man driven. thither by poverty and diſtrefs ;- a 
certain melancholy in my air, created this re- 
port; and I would not contradict it, for nothing 
could better favour my temper. None are ſo 
ſure of negle& as the poor, they may enjoy an 
abſolute ſolitude in the moſt populous city; there- 
fore it is not wonderful, if no one broke in upon 
my time and reflections. However, I had not 
been there long, before I became acquainted with 
captain 'TRAVER9E's family, whoſe circumſtan- 
ces appeared to correſpond with mine. Little 
inclined to extend our thoughts beyond ourſelves, 
we were made known to each other, only by 
ſitting in the ſame pew at church, without which 
circumſtance, pethaps, we ſhould have remain» 
ed ignorant that there was any unhappy per ſons 
in the neighbourhood, beſides ourſelves. After 


we had been obliged to ſpeak civilly to each o- 


ther, by theſe means, he one day invited me to 
go home with him, after church. I liked the 
manner of his behaviour, and was well diſpoſed 


to accept his invitation. Towards evening, he 


aſked me if I would drink a {little milk, adding, 
It might ſeem an odd queſtion, but it was the 
only offer he could make me, having neither tea 

3 \ ** nor 
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© nor wine, for they were too expenſive for per- 
“ ſons in his circumſtances, who wanted all the 
little money they had to furniſh them with more 
* neceſſary things. I was greatly pleaſed to ſee 
% with what eaſe they denied themſelves the ſmall 
c indulgence which the loweſt people enjoy. 1 
* would gladly have increaſed their income, but I 
© feared to make myſelf ſuſpected of being lels 
* poor than I was thought, which I wiſhed to a- 
«© void, till I knew whether they were to be truſt- 
« ed. Finding them very agreeable, I uſed fre- 
« quently to viſit them, and they often returned it. 
I received great pleaſure from their ſociety, and 
„ was more charmed with them, as my acquaint- 
* ance with their tempers and conduct increaſed. 
This young lady particularly, I found ſo amiable 
in her diſpoſition as, joined with her beauty, o 
« make me feel all the regards of a friend to- 
« wards her. She ſhewed the ſame attention to 
* me, nor were her parents offended with our in- 
© nocent affection. She was always employed ei- 
* ther in attending her mother, taking care of the 
* family, or working for them. I admired the a- 
<< lacrity and good ſenſe, with which ſhe perform- 
« ed her different duties, and became her compa- 
“ nion in many. of them. With very great dift- 
* culty I prevailed on the captain to ſuffer me to 
join my little family with theirs, on condition, 
*© I ſhould pay half the expences of the whale, He 
« objected, that this was more than my ſhare, 
and that he feared there was great ſimilitude in 
* our circumſtances. „ at laſh, Lu- 
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** ceedad, and we became one family. They let 
„ me bring books. there, and thole that, were at 
"T 4 ? 
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© work would often liſten tome; while I read loud; 
« my lovely Fanwy moſt of all, tho* when we 
were alone the time was ſeldom given to books. 
Luſad to lament Any EE gen. 
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** Cated to her the paſſion with which my heart 


« Was filled, concealing none of the truth but my 
name and fortune, leaving her to imagine that 


my ill ſucceſs proceeded from my poverty. With 
% how much good ſenſe, ſhe would endeavour to 
** ſhew me the neceſſity of conquering my love 
% with what gentle ſweetneſs would ſhe try to com- 
% fort me! How tenderly did ſhe join with me, in 
my complaints, and endeavour to foothe them! 
It is impoſſible I can ever recompence her for 


the exceſſive goodneſs ſhe ſhewed me. I am a- 


* fraid her kind behaviour tempted me to teaze her 
„the more with my uneafineſs. I felt ſo much 


' pleaſure in being comforted by her, as led me 


to encourage my diſtreſs, ' 

% had not long made part of this amiable fa- 
mily, when captain TRAVERSE went to London. 
Lou already know what drew him thither, and 
© the ill ſucceſs of his ſolicitations, as well as the 
«© unexpected bleſſings which lord DoRchESTER's 


ec 


1 generoſity beſtowed upon him. I had under- 


% taken to ſupply his care over his children's 
e ſtudies, during his abfence, which proved an a- 


« greeable amuſement to me, as I did not at the 
cc 


part of a fchool-maſter long enough for it to loſe 


the pleafure of novelty. Any thing new gave a 


* turn to my thoughts, and was, thereby, of ſer- 


ec vice.to me. 


« Lord DoxchxsrER's letter broke in upon the 
* peace I began to acquire, by robbing me of all my 


« companions. His character ſufficiently convinced. 
e me, that he had ſome generous deſign in ſending 
4 for them, tho” he hinted it but darkly in his letter. 


© This could not recompence me for their loſs, 
« as I was myſelf ab'e to relieve their diſtreſſes, 
* and was determined, after being longer acquaint- 


„ ed with their merits to have made them eaſy. 


* My Fanxy promiſed not to let a poſt paſs, with. 
out 
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out acquainting 'me with the event of their jour- 
ney, and was as good as her word. The joy 
and gratitude expreſſed in her letter, made me 
envy lord DoxcHntsTER the pleaſure of having 


conferred fo noble an obligation, on people who 
had hearts to feel it ſo ſenſibly, and efteem it ſo 


juſtly. The captain's convenience would no 


longer ſuffer them to live at fo great a diſtance 
from London; they therefore hired a houſe about 
twenty miles from it, which his lordſhip furniſh- 


ed very genteely for them. As my Fanny and 
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I kept up a'very conſtant correſpondence, I was 
frequently ſolicited to forſake my deſolate ſoli- 
tude, and once more make part of their family. 
At firſt melancholy was more powerful than their 
perſuaſions, and I reſiſted them; but I ſoon be- 
gan to accuſe myſelf of obſtinacy, and, on their 
alluring me that they lived extremely retired, I 
conſented, and went to be a witneſs of, and con- 
ſequently a ſharer in! the happineſs, at which 
none can arrive, who have not before: felt the 
cruel diſtreſſeſs they had endured. 

But I had not enjoyed this ſatis faction many 
days before I was takem ill of a fever. My FAN- 
NY was now my conſtant friend and tender 
nurſe, and ſeemed to forget the general happineſs 
in a humane concern for what I ſuffered. My 
fever increaſed, till I grew ſo very ill that it ap- 
peared proper to ſend tor a phyſician. He thought 


my life in great danger; which declaration made 
my fair nurſe inconſolable; the affliction in 


which ſhe appeared, touched me exceſſively; 1 
fancied I faw in it a. ſofter paſſion than friendinip. 
No one can be truly ſenſible of the pleaſure cf 
being beloved, but he who has felt all the pangs 
of an unſucceſsful paſſion. The hopes I had tor 
ed increaſed my regard and eſteem for her; and, 
one day, as ſhe was fitting by my bed-file, » 


„ 


45 FP NEIL 14 
* told her, that, her incomparable goodneſs had 
conquered the grief with which my heart was 
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filled, when I-farſt knew her, and had taken the 
place of a love I thought eternal; therefore ſhe 
muſt not wonder, if henceforward I complained 
of no paſſion but one for her, and I ſhould eſteem 
myſelt very happy, if ſhe would take her uſual 
pains to comfort me. She looked ſtedfaſtly on 
me, and then calling to my ſervant, who was at 


the other end of the room, ſhe told him my ſen- 


ſes wandered, and deſired him to repeat the laſt 


medicine. I aſſured her, that they were never more 
perfect; and, after ſome time, convinced her that 
I ſpoke my real and ſober ſentiments. She then 
burſt into tears, and begged 1 would not ſay any 
thing that might increaſe her affection, or make 
my company give her more pleaſure, at a junc- 


ture when it was very uncertain how long ſhe 


ſhould enjoy it. This kind reception of my de- 
claration rendered me incapable of obeying her; 
and my melancholy ſituation ſo ſoftened her 
mind, that ſhe returned it in the moſt endearing 
manner. I would not diſcover my real circum- 
ſtances, deſirous to try her affe ction to the ut- 
moſt. Her joy appeared very ſincere, indeed, 
on being aſſured I was out of danger. The pro- 
greſs of my recovery gave her as much ſatisfac- 


tion as her ſatisfaction did me. I continued my 


addreſſes to her; but I found her return leſs 
tender,. as I grew better in health, which made 
me tell her that I wiſhed myſelf fick again. How- 
ever, I had no real cauſe, for complaint. I per- 
ceived ſhe put ſome conſtraint on herfelf, to al- 
ter a behaviour which ſhe thought juſtifiable on- 
ly during my illneſs, when mere compaſſion re- 


quired a ſhew of tenderneſs, 


& As ſoon as I got well, I propoſed to marry 
her. She begged me not to think of it, for - 
1 | « cou 
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* could not, poſſibly, agree to add to my diſtreſſes 
„by making me , poorer; and thought we 


« then. lived happily in the innocent . aſſurance 


of cach other's, affection. As this was an ob- 


e jection I could eaſily remove, it did not make 
* me alter my deſign; but before I confeſſed my 
real name, I was deſirous of trying the degree of 
eſtimation in which I was held by captain TRA- 
VERSE, by making my propoſal of becoming his 
* ſon-in-law, before he was acquainted with my 
6 fortune. But while I was preparing to put this 
* ſcheme-in execution, my thoughts received a new 
„turn. My ſickneſs had prevented me from hav- 
ing much converſation in the family; but now, 
ce being well enough to aſſociate with them, I was 
e talking with the captain on the chage in his af- 
* fairs, when he mentioned lord DoRcHEsTER's 
* lady. Having left him a batchelor, I was. curi- 
* ous to know who ſhe was, perhaps the more fo 
* for the jealouſy I had always entertained of him, 
x: _— that I perceived, he was favoured by 
„you. The deſcription they gave me, and the 
raptures they were = in when they mentioned 
* your beauty, and every circumſtance of your be- 
«© haviour, convinced me my happy rival had 
triumphed. Though I thought my paſſion 
6 . yet I own I was — added by this 
+; s, that I could not contain myſelf. | 1 had 
6 5k eaſy by looking on you as a being far a- 
dove us, one deſigned to be adored, but not poſ- 
ſeſſed, one to whom all mankind as well as 
« ſelf,” muſt pay an unavailing worſhip, and ſub- 
% mitted. patiently, to the general fate: but I found, 
] could not bear to think another Us. ig hap- 
© pineſsI believed above a mortal. 
% My deareſt Fanny willſuffer-me to repeat 
e, this, as my emotns were too viſihle not to be 
cc perceived by her, who cruelly made me aſhamed 
=” of 
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* of my behaviour by the moſt generous tender- 
* neſs. She gueſſed you were the woman whom I 
© had often deſcribed, while ſhe was the confidante 
* of my paſſion. Inſtead of reproaching me for 
% harbouring in my breaſt the ſparks of any other 


© love than her's, ſhe uſed all her ſoftneſs to com- 


fort me, while ſhe tenderly grieved for my mis- 
* fortune and her own. Thus was I cured of my 
*© relapſe, and in a few days, reſtored to my peace 
% of mind, ceaſing to envy lord DoRcHES HR his 
* divine SacHARISSA and happy in my lovely and 
« tender AMoRET. Her father declared he could 
s refuſe me nothing, but adviſed us not to marry ; 
however, finding us refolved he conſented. I 
© then gave them all an exact account of my cir- 
* cumſtances, which you may imagine did not a- 
< bate the ſatisfaction then reigning in the family. 
“remained with them at their country-houſe' till 


« two days ago, that I ventured to come and con- 


„ gratulate you and lord DoRcHESHER on your 
* union. You may imagine how much I was ſur- 
ce priſed to find it was not compleated, but could 
* not forbear coming hither to introduce to you my 
& FANNY, who made me the happieſt of men a- 
bout a week ago, by becoming my wife. And 
«© now, madam, like all other romances, mine muſt 
* end with wedlock; but permit me to hope, we 
4 ſhall never be ſo much tired of each other, as 
« you muſt be of us both in this long ſtory.” ? 

Sir CHARLEs was much miſtaken, for I was ne- 
ver leſs ſo. I was overjoyed-at acquiring two ami- 
able friends, and at ſeeing him fo happy. For once 
I reflected with pleaſure on the inconſtancy of man- 
kind, ſince it had been ſo fortunate to him. I ought 
not to confine the happineſs of it intirely to fir 
CHaARLEs, as I have received ſo much from it my- 
ſelf; for the friendſhip which has ever ſince ſub- 
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ſiſted between me, fir CHARLES, his lady, and her 
amiable family, I have always eſteemed one of the 
moſt pleaſing circumſtances of my life. 
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I Horx your ladyſhip now thinks it time after ſo 
long a digreſſion, to return to lord Doxcurs- 
TER, for I ſhould be ſorry to carry you fo tedious 
a journey without you undertook it willingly ; and 
yet, having little to ſay of myſelf during this inter- 
val, I am under a neceſſity of doing it, leſt I ſhould 


. ſeem to have put in execution the lover's with, 


and appear to have“ annihilated both ſpace and 
« time to make two lovers happy.” Lord Dox- 


' CHESTER travelled moft expeditiouſly to my aunt's 


cottage. He found her reclined on a couch, the ſe- 
renity of her countenance changed into the moſt 


dejected air, and her freſh complexion into a ſick- 


by pale. He came ſo gently to the door, that ſhe 


did not hear him till he was entering the threſhold. 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, ſhe ſtarted up, and, with 
eyes that ſhot forth impatience and 'anger, but'not 
without a mixture of joy, cried out, where is 


amy child! where is my OrRHELIA?“ 


The alteration lord DoRcHES TER perceived in 


her, awakened ſo fevere a fenfe of the injury he 


had done her, that he was diſtreſſed and confound- 
ed, and could utter no more than © ſhe is well; 


* forgive me, madam, forgive me!“ 


Thank heaven,” cried my aunt, with hands 
and eyes lifted towards the heaven ſhe thanked, 


„ my child is well!“ and then burſting into a flood 


of tears, ſunk down on the couch, where ſhe re- 
mained ſome time, not too much affected to utter 


now and then a grateful ejaculation, which would 


force 
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force its way in ſpite of the tears that almoſt ſuffo- 
cated her. 5 5 1 
My lord was too much moved to interrupt her 
till this painful exceſs of joy was abated, and then 
could do nothing but aſk her forgiveneſs for all the 
uneaſineſs he muſt have given her, proteſting his 
deſire of making her all poſſible reparation. © As 
** the firſt proof of it,” ſaid ſne, let me know 
whether you give me a poſſibility of pardoning 
* you, by having the leaſt title to it. Inform me 
of every particular ſince you robbed me of my 


dear child, the delight and only fupport of my 
© life? But before you enter into a detail which 


© may. take up time, firſt tell me where ſhe is? 


What is her ſituation, and whether ſhe ſtill does 


«© honour to the care I took to inſtruct her in the 
“ precepts of religion and virtue, that I may be 
< better able to liſten to the reſt ?”? 

In theſe points, lord DoRCHESsT ER gave her full 
ſatisfaction, and then proceeded to relate the whole 
in order, only was at a loſs how I became acquaint- 
ed with his deſign. He endeavoured to excuſe him- 
ſelf on account of his prejudices againſt matrimony, 


and expatiated on his objections to it, concluding, 


by telling her, that his love - had conquered 


them all, and to be united to me was the wiſh 


e as I wiſh them. Heaven, indee 


| © the effects of 


% neareſt his heart; and that I had hitherto-been 
© inflexible, and, more mercileſs than heaven, 
% would not pardon the ſincere penitent.” . * You 
* could not have ſaid any thing which could have 


e given me ſo ſincere a pleaſure,” replied my aunt, 


© ſince this proves my neice's de to be. ſuch 
» forgives; the 


7 1 


e incere penitent, but then che heart ig there laid 
% open, and the ſincerity of it is well known. 
„ OrRELIA icannat. have the ſame aſſurance of 
« your's; even ene cannot; we often miſtake 
'{appointed paſſion, for real * 

Ft. 
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If the innocence and unreined piety of ſo fine a 


young creature could not change your heart, how 
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can one ſuppoſe any thing elſe will have that 
power? You tell me ſhe loves you, therefore 


may be ſure her paſſions plead in your favour; 


and could her reaſon give a ſanction to them, 
ſhe would concur with your wiſhes. That it 
has ſtrength ſufficient to conquer the inſtigations 
of her love, and the per ſuaſions of her lover, 


raiſes her in my eſteem, and gives me a plea- 


ſure that almoſt repays me for what I have ſuf- 
fered on her account. Does not this noble com- 
mand over herſelf, this ſteady adherence to eve- 
ry virtuous principle,” continued the, © make 


you bluſh at the remembrance of your deſign, 


to debaſe ſo much excellence? A little reflecti- 
on, my ford, will ſhew you the falſe principles 
on which you have founded your objections to 
matrimony, Are you of ſo perverſe a nature, 
that a conformity to the laws of God and man, 
mult rob ſoctety of all its charms? and muſt the 
converſation of one who loves you, loſe all its 
merit, as ſoon as it can be enjoyed without a 
crime? ſurely no mancan be ſo abandoned as to 
own ſuch depraved ſentiments! You are, it ſeems, 
diſguite& with the behaviour of many wives; 


would you therefore, to mend a woman's con- 


duct, teach her to deſpiſe all ties human and di- 
vine? And, to render her an amiable and valua- 
ble companion, inſtruct her in vice? Is that a 
means of teaching her, to acquit herſelf of the 
duties of ſociety, and the tenderer obligations of 
more intimate cõnnexions. Another of your ar- 
guments againſt marriage is little better than a 
proſe paraphraſe of, | 
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6 :Spreads its light wings, and in a moment flies. 
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** With all the abandoned rhapſody of voluptuous 
© vice. You talk of freedom and equality, in a 
* ſituation which entirely aboliſhes both. What 
can render a woman ſo much your ſlave, as hav- 
„ing given up her fair fame, and that feet peace 
** that goodneſs boſoms ever, to gratify your mean 
„ paſſions? Where then is the equality between 
| * you? You have in your power every pleaſure 
| © but ſelf-approbation, and, perhaps, the harden- 
| *©# ed do not want that, while the woman has no- 
| 
| 
| 
| 


bs thing left her but your love, which it is more 


ce 
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her intereſt to keep, even by little deſpicable arts, 

than it could be in any other fituation. As ſoon 
as reaſon begins to return, in what light do you 
imagine, ſhe herſelf muſt ſee the man who has 


* robbed her of every bleſſing in life? Muſt ſhe 


cc 


* 


| not grow uneaſy under ſuch circumſtances, and 
| % deteſt the ungenerous mind that could draw her 
% into an action, whoſe conſequences were to her 
| * ſo grievous, and to him ſo trifling, that unlefs 
| © honour makes him, rather than deſert the wo- 
© man he has ruined, endure the effects of her af- 
e flicted heart, and the fretfulneſs which naturally 


* ariſes from it, he is under no worldly diſadvan- 
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| Lord DoxcntesTEr liſtened with alk the humi- 
lity of a ſchool-boy to his monitor, and gave her no 
interruption but, with a doleful face, and a ſimple 
ſheepiſhneſs that he never felt before, cried now and 
then, very true, madam; right, madam ; to be 
&« ſure, madam ;*” and ſuch like ſentences of mild 
and baſhful approbation; till my aunt thought it 
cruel to humble him any longer? into ſuch a ſneak- 
ing repentent boy. When ſhe ended her ſermon, 
he aſſured her, that he was perfectly convinced of 
the truth of all ſhe had ſaid, and proteſted with an 
air of ſincerity, that almoſt convinced her, that 
if he might have the free choice, whether he 
| „ «© ſhould 
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“ ſhould have her neice for his wife or miſtreſs, 
* he ſhould not heſitate a moment, but prefer that 
* ſtate which ſhould ſecure her from the cenſure 
* of the world, and the reproaches of her own 
© conſcience.” He abjured his paſt errors, ſhew- 
ed the fallacies which had given riſe to them, and 
confuted his own arguments ſo much more N 
than my aunt could do, that ſhe was touched wit 
his candour, and grieved for the pernicious educa- 
tion and examples, which had created any ble- 
miſhes in a mind that ſeemed naturally virtuous and 
upright. When he had ſucceeded thus far, it was 
not very difficult to move a heart by nature tender, 
and ſoftened by affliction. The excefs of his grief 
excited her compaſſion, and pity had ſome ſhare in 
making her promiſe to accompany him, though 
when ſhe did it, ſhe imagined her only motive was 
the deſire of ſeeing me. During their journey, his 
diſtreſs prevailed on her to undertake to obtain his 
forgiveneſs. He did not doubt, but my regard for 
her, and the high opinion I had both of her judg- 
ment and principles, would make me ſubmit to her 
perſuaſions, eſpecially as he was too ſenſible they cor- 
reſponded with the ſecret, though ſuppreſſed wiſhes 
of my heart. When they arrived in Londen, I had, 
according to the plan I had formed, left my lodg- 
ing, and to ſave my kind landlady the pain of tell- 
ing a falſhood, did not acquaint her, with the place 
which I intended for my aſylum. Mr. SouTH, to 
avoid being importuned to diſcover my abode, 
changed his habitation likewiſe, and choſe one 
whom he could truſt, to watch lord DoRcRHES“ 
TER's coming to town. His ſpy performed his of- 
fice fo well, that he heard it the night of his arri- 
val, and was told by him, that he ſaw my lord hand 
a lady out of his chariot, | 
Mr. SouTH aſked me, if I did not imagine 
< from this, my lord had ſucceeded, and, 1 
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* ality brought up my aunt?“ I could not believe 
there was a poſlibility of her giving ſuch a ſanction 
to his paſt conduct; however, I wiſhed to be en- 


tirely certain: I dared not, indeed, conſent that Mr. 


SOUTH ſhould venture do lord DoRcHEsTER's, 
leſt by watching him, my retreat might be diſcover- 
ed as it was before, but told him, that as they 


would naturally go to my old lodgings, if my lord 


had really prevailed on her to accompany him, we 
might gain ſome intelligence from thence. Mr. 
SOUTH went thither accordingly the next morning, 
and learnt, that, lord DoRcHESTHER and a lady, 
*© Whom they found by their diſcourſe, was my aunt, 
* came there as ſoon as they entered London, and 
*« aſking for me were under the greateſt conſternati- 
* on at hearing I was gone from thence.” The 
good woman told them my motive, but at the 
ſame time aſſured them, ſhe knew not to what place 
I was removed. Upon this information, they went 
away much diſappointed, after having promiſed her 
any reward, if, ſhe could contrive a means of find- 
ing me out. She told them“ ſhe wanted no other 
« inducement to do that, than the pleaſure I ſhould 
receive from ſeeing an aunt, I ſeemed to love ſo 
% tenderly.” ? | 

As I was at a very great diſtance from my old 
lodgings, Mr. Sour thought that to go back to 
me, would be robbing me of ſome hours of joy ; 
and therefore inſtead of returning, went to lord 
DorcHEsTER, where he found his lordſhip and 
my aunt concerting meaſures for finding me. The 
ſight of him was moſt welcome to the former; with 
delight he received hin, and intreafed him, © to 


« inform an anxious parent and the ſtill tenderer 


« anxiety of a lover, where I was?” . 
As this was the intent of Mr. SouTH's viſit, he 
immediately complied, and offered to guide them 
to me. The equipage was ſent for, and ſtopped 
| . at 
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at my door, ſometime after my impatience for the 
account I expected Mr. SouTH to bring, had fix- 
ed me to the window, in hopes of ſeeing him ar- 
rive. | | 
At the ſight of my aunt, I ran to meet her; 
and we received each other with an embrace from 
which the ſpectators thought we could never be diſ- 
engaged. I had already felt how much the imagi- 
nation falls ſhort of the reality in ſorrow, I now 
found it as poor a mirror of our joy. The extacy 
I was in, at ſeeing one ſo inexpreſſibly dear to me, 
far exceeded the force of fancy, and a long time 
paſſed in rejoicing at the felicity we felt, before 1 
took notice of the perſon who accompanied my 
aunt. 

My lord looked on me with tenderneſs and grief, 
but with an anxious timorouſneſs that rendered him 
ſilent. My aunt obſerving it, as ſoon as we could 
think of any thing, but the joy of meeting, told me, 
* ſhe had undertaken to plead, what I ſhould think 
% a bad cauſe, unleſs I would allow repentance 
* waſhed away ſin.” She then proceeded to ſay, 
* ſhe thought lord DoRCHESTER had ſuffered ſo 
© much he deſerved to be _— I objected 
all I had before ſaid to myſelf and others on the 
occaſion. I arraigned his principles and conduct 
with more ſeverity, I believe, for finding he had an 
advocate, for I felt a ſatisfaction in hearing him a 
little excuſed. My aunt's arguments were much the 
ſame with miſs BapeN's, and would not have prov- 
ed more efficacious, had it not been eaſier to influ- 
ence my heart, than to convince my reaſon. Her 
opinion gave a ſanction for my yielding; I could call 
my weakneſs obedience; an opportunity of ſo agree- 
ably deceiving myſelf, ſtaggered my reſolution, and 
I began to liſten with pleaſure to the apology my 
aunt made for him. wh 
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As ſoon as lord DoRcHEs TER had perceived me 
wavering between reaſon and love, to ſtrengthen the 
party of the latter, he attacked me with the moſt 
perſuaſive importunity. Though my heart felt e- 
very ſyllable he uttered, yet my mind was too much 
agitated, to ſuffer. my memory to retain what he 
ſaid; all I know 1s, that every word, every look, 
every action of his, ſpoke too much to be expreſſed 
by any other. Such powerful eloquence was not 
to be for ever reſiſted ; unable to bear a longer con- 
tinuance of the ſcene, I cried out“ you have con- 
* quered all my reſolutions, diſpoſe of the re- 
« mainder of my life as you pleaſe, my happineſs 
js in your hands, I may repent, but I find I muſt 
comply!“ 5 

Lord Doxchsrkx's exceſſive joy made me 
feel that pleaſure in my conſent, which reaſon had 
denied me. My felicity was perfect in ſeging I had 
made him happy; I was inſenſible to any dangers, 
with which my peace was threatened by his princi- 
ples, while I had the infinite ſatisfaction of impart- 


ing * one that was dearer to me than my- 


ſelf; I felt I was unworthy of a thought, mine were 
all engroſſed by him, every other object ſeemed be- 
neath my care, and if he was happy, I believed 

muſt be bleſſed. | wy 
As ſoon as his lordſhip's extaſies were a little o- 
ver, my aunt turned toward him and ſaid, My 
lord, I have done all you aſked of me; | have 
c ſuffered compaſſion and that weak ſympathy, 
& which 1 believe all feel for the pains of lovers, 
© who have themſelves known the pangs of love, 
& to conquer my opinion. I haveperſuaded the on- 
& ly joy of my heart, and bleſſing of my age, to an 
© union with a man, whoſe, principles. I always 
© looked upon as an infallible ſource of unhappineſs, 


& to the woman whoſe fate muſt depend upon 


& them. I never ſaw any thing but repentance ſuc- 
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© ceed a marriage with a rake; and yet compaſſion - 


for you, and, indeed, for my neice, whoſe fondneſs 


* for you is but too viſible, through all the reſolution 
* ſhe has aſſumed, has made me plead your cauſe, 
* and prevail in it. I feared for her, the grief 
** which would have ſucceeded the ſharper pains of 
*« ſeparation. I, who have felt it, know how hardly 
life is ſupported under a load of ſorrow. I pitied 
** you for having a worthy mind fo corrupted. Can 
* you do leſs, my lord, than. reward OPHELIA's 
Y A and my compaſſion, by preſerving the princi- 
** ples you now profeſs, and by keeping the ſtricteſt 
2 — over yourſelf, leſt you ſhould again deviate 
from the path of virtue? I know you are not ab- 
* ſolutely a rake, and therein I place my hopes.” 
Your ladyſhip may imagine lord DoxcHESTER, 
was not ſparing of his promiſes. He defended him- 
ſelf from the imputation of a rake, though. he con- 
feſſed, his principles had been very defeCtive, and 
gave her every aſſurance that could make her eaſy; 
and what is moreextraordinary he fulfilled them all, 
and rendered the reſt of our lives a ſcene of bliſs; _ 
though I confeſs, it was not inmediately I could 
depend on my own happineſs. I feared reverſes 
which would be more ſeverely felt for the felicity I 
enjoyed. But time baniſhed my apprehenſions, and 
taught me, that a mind naturally good, may be 
clouded for a time, but will recover its original 
luſtre, and ſhake off the bad influence of vicious 
examples, and the erroneous opinions of the faſhion- 
able world, if it has the good fortune to ſuffer ſuf- 
ficiently by them. 8 
But as that does not happen ſo often as one could 
wiſh, for the reformation of mankind, and it is 
difficult to know when a perſon has been ſufficient- 
ly puniſhed to effect his amendment; mine was a - 
dangerous trial, and, I think, my imprudence in 
making it, deſerved a puniſhment rather than a re- 
| ward, 
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ward; Which has increaſed my gratitude to heaven 


for a fiate of happineſs I by no means merited. 
"DoRCcHESTER to gratify himſelf in his 
| darling: pleaſure of doing good, procured a very 


..*- conſiderable krabben "thr Mr.'SouTH, and be- 


haved with the utmoſt generoſity to my aunt; he 
ſettled a very handſome income on her, and to gra- 
tify both her and me, made ſuch additions to her 
little cottage, as gave us the power of accompany- 
ing her thither, where we ſpent three months in e- 
very year, Which, in the opinion of us all, was the 
time when we enjoyed the moſt perfect happineſs, 
as we were there free from interruptions. 

Lord DoRCHESTER was very deſirous of know- 
ing how I became acquaimed with his deſigns on 
me; but I made his giving a ſolemn promiſe never 
to alk any queſtions-concerning it, one of the con- 
ditions - of our marriage. 1 feared his reſentment 
_ againſt lord LaxBoROUGH, had he been acquaint- 
. ed with the part he acted, and ſhould have been 
= ſorty, if lord LAKBOROVUGH bad ſuffered by 
making a diſcovery, that was'fo fortunate for me; 
beſides that lord DoxcnrsTER might have been 
_ expoſed to his ſhare of danger; had à quarrel enſu- 
ed. Lord LarBorRoUGH was, I believe, under 
no: {mall apprebenſions on finding what turt the af. 
fair had taken, but I ſeized the firſt opportunity of 
making him eaſy, by giving my word, that, © 1 
% would conceal every thing he had done in conft- 
- © deration of the obligation he thereby conferred 
on me, and that he might Teſt in eres ſecuri> 
ty in that particular.“ 
He returned me many 


| thanks, aſſoring me, that, 
a " he would ever Sale — acknowledge it; and to 

prevent all poſſibility of giving me any future of- 
* tence; by a paſſion he was unable to ſtifle, he 
2 would, by degrees, break off his intimacy with 


56 ny lord, and avoid me as much as he could.” 
This 


vanity, I hope 
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This reſolution he ſteadily executed, and before he 


died, which was two years after my marriage, he 
had almoſt entirely dr == our acquaintance. Af- 
ter his death, as no 


anger could ariſe from it, I 
acquainted my lord, with what he had too ſtrict a 
regard to his promiſe to have aſked of me, telling 
him all that paſſed between lord EAR BORO O and 
myſelf, which he ſaid, * rendered his lordſhip ra- 

*-ther the object of his atitude, than of his an- 

** ger, ſince the happy effects of what he had done, 
*<.excuſed the intention.“ 

Having obeyed yourladyſhip's commands, I ſhall 


now lay aſide my pen, without. making. any apology ' | 


for being ſo circumſtantial, ſince obed) lence to your 
orders made me ſo; but ſhall grieve in ſilence, that 
it was not in my power to render this little work 
more worthy of her who is to honour it with a pe- 
ruſal. If I have in ſome places repeated com- 
pliments, "which tay: me under an imputation of 
ou will conſider it as the unavoida- \ 
ble conſequence 'of tellin one's ſtory with the ſin- 
cerity you required; as a neceſſary thing, in 
order to keep up in my reader ſuch an idea of my 
perſon, as may repreſent me more worthy of her 
attention, which you might have thought thrown 
away on a dowdy, and N me ot the honour * 
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N oft obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


1 2 Omani Doxcuusran, 
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Page 429. | 

1 NSTANCES of the vit comica are fo rare- 
= ly exhibited on the ſtage, or in the producti- 
ons of our noveliſts, that one is almoſt induced to 
believe wit and humour have taken their flight 
with public virtue The poets of theſe days aim 
at nothing more than intereſting the paſſions by 
the intricacy of their plots ; if a ſmi be acci- 

dently raiſed upon the countenance, it rather proceeds 

rom our finding the characters of the drama in ſome 
ridiculous or unexpected ſituation, than from their 
having ſaid or done any thing characteriſtical. In 

novels eſpecially, the hiſtorian thruſts himſelf too 

Frequently upon the reader. Take a ſingle chapter 

and it will appear egregiouſly dull, becauſe the whole 

joke conſiſts in untying ſome knot, or unravelling 

ſome myſtery, and is generally placed in the epi- 

grammatic faſhion, in the tail. It is the ſuſpenſe 

merely, with reſpect to the iſſue, that engages the 

reader's attention. Characters are diſtinguiſhed 

merely by their oppoſition to ſome other characters; 

remove the contraſt, and you annihilate the perſona- 

ges, juſt as little wits in converſation are reduced to 

mere inanimate figures, when you have taken away 

the fool who drew forth their talents. How different 

from this is the ridiculous ſimplicity of Adams, the 

abſurd vehemence of Weſtern, the boiſterous gene- 

roſity of Bowling, the native humour of Trunnion, 

and the laughablę of uncle Toby * 
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of theſe characters fingly is complete; without re- 
lation to any other object they excite mirth; we dip 
with the higheſt delight into a chapter, and enjoy 
it without reflecting upon the contrivance of the 

, piece, or once caſting an eye towards the ca- 

6 taſtrophe. Every ſentence, and every action, di- 

verts by its peculiarity; and hence it is that the 
novels in which thoſe characters are to be found, 
wil furniſh .perpetual -amuſement, while others, 
which entertain merely from the nature of the in- 
cCidents, and the conduct of the fable, are for ever. 

, laid aſide after a fingle peruſal : an engaging ſtory 
will bear relating but once; a humourous character 
will bear viewing repeatedly. | 


a 


7 The two principal characters, unleſe we except 
3 that of Miſs Darnel, in this little ingenious piece, 
. ſeem to be formed on thoſe of the admirable Cer- 
 vantes, the grave knight of la Mancha, and his 
4 facetious ſquire, They reſemble without imitating, 
a and remind us of what imparted” exquiſite enjoy- 
5 ment, without diminiſhing their own- novelty. 
* Readers unacquainted with the don and his ſquire, 
ir will be delighted with Sir Launcelot and Crabſhaw; 
5 thoſe who have attended that mirror of chivalry 
t through the courſe of his R 
* liſtened with wonder to the ſhrewd. remarks; ef 
1 Sancho, will be ſurpriſed at the poſſibility of giving 
originality to characters formed on that model. Nor 
8 are theſe the only portraits on wich this author, 
A hath laviſhed the powers of genius; thoſe.of Crowe, 
ph Ferret, Oakly, and ſome others, are tfuly charac- 
4 teriſtical, and demonſtrative of the genuine humour, 
* ſatirical talents, and benevolent heart of the writer. 
ir That admirable faculty of * characters 
0 with propriety, ſo conſpicuous in hit other pro- 


ductions, is here diſplayed with rengvated vigour. 
y Captain Crowe is a tar of as extraordinary a caſt as 
either Bowling, Trunnion, Pipes, or Hatchway. 


M His manners and dialect are purely thoſe: of the 
. watry element; yet both are perfectly original. It 
24 has been ſaid that Shakeſpear has drawn a natural 
of character in Caliban, not to be found in nature. 
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We may with equal reaſon affirm, that Crowe is a 
true ſeaman that never exiſted, who talks in tropes 
and figures borrowed from his profeſſion, but never 
uſed before. In a word, the author has invented a 
language for this amphibious ſpecies, ſo extremely 
natural, that nothing can be better adapted to ex- 
preſs the character, of which the reader may peruſe 
a ſpecimen in the following addreſs : ; 
„ What cheer, brother? You ſee how the land 
lies. Here have Tom and I been faſt aſhore theſe 
four and twenty hours ; and this berth we have got 
by 2 to tors your galley, brother, from 
the enemy's harbovr.— Adds bobs! if we had this 
here fellow whoreſon for a conſort, with all our 
tackle in order, brother, we'd ſoon ſhew *em the 
topſail, ſlip our cable, and down with their barri- 
cadoes. But howſomever, it don't ſignify talking, 
patience is a good ſtream- anchor, and will 
hold, as the ſaying is, but, damn my—as for 
the matter of my boltſprit——Hearkye, hearkye, 
brother, damn'd hard to engage with three at a 
time, one upon my bow, one upon my quarter, 
and one-right a-head, . and drubbing, ly- 
ing athwart hawſe, raking fore and aft, battering 
and- grappling, and laſhing and claſhing——adds 
heart, brother; -craſh went the boltſprit——down 
.eame the round-top——up with the dead lights 
Il faw-nothing but the ftars at noon, loſt the 
Helm of my ſeven ſenſes, and down I broached upon 
my broad-ſide. 4 


From the IurARTIAL Review. 


6 TH E character of the author of Roderick Ran- 
1 dom, &c. is ſo firmly.eſtabliſhed as one of the 
e firſt maſters in this humourous and entertaining 
< kind of compoſition, that the work he now offers 
to the public requires no other recommendation, 
e than his name. We may, with truth, inhance 
< this recommendation, by ſaying, it is the beſt of 
< this author's performances in the novel way; and 
to be the beſt of his entertaining pieces, is no 
£ ſmall praiſe: yet it is no more than this or 
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ble work deſerves. Our author, who is excellent 
at characters in general, is particularly happy in 
that of a Sa1Lok, which he introduces into all his 
2 of this nature, wherein he has a manner of 

is own, and a certain original air not to be coun- 
terfeited. That of Capt. Crowe, in the romance 
now before us; is, if poſſible, ſuperior to any he 
has yet drawn of that caſt. In fine, we are con- 
fident, that when the reader has gone thro? this 
* new NoveL he will have but one wiſh, that the 
author had extended the tory to many volumes.“ 
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ARrTiCLe. II. 
HE Hiſtory, of the COUNT ESS of 
 DELLWYN: By the author of Davio 
SIMPLE, OPHELIA, &C.—[: tws volumes bound to 
gether, price 25. 8d ſewed 26. 2d. 


The known talents of the ingenious author 
of Davip StuPLE, will, (ſay the writers of the, 
Review-of Books) we doubt not, ſo far recom- 


unneceſſary. With this lady's ſtory that of ſe- 


naturally — from thoſe paſſions, ſet in the 
« ſtrongeſt point-of view.”” Prat 
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ArTftcLE. III. 5 
The ſecond Edition.] 


mend the preſent work, as to render our ſuffrage 


veral other families is connected, in which great 
knowledge of life is diſplayed, the leading paſ- 
* fions are well marked, and the conſequences. 


HE entertaining Life and Adventures, ir 


| ſeveral Parts of England and Ireland, of 
JOHN CARTERET PIEKING TON, fon to the 
Rev. Mr. Matthew and the celebrated Mrs. Letitia 
Pilkington. Written by himſelf. ' To which are 
added, never before printed, a feries of letters 
which paſſed between the late Lord KIR GSBOROUOA 


and Mrs. Pilkington. Poems by Mr. Pilkington. A” 
P 3 new.- 
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new ſcene for High Life below Stairs. Ag extraor- 
dinary letter from the late Colley Cibber, Eſq; to 


Mrs. Pilkington, &c. The laſt articles are not in 
the London edition, —Price,. bound in calf and lettered, 


25, Bid: ſeaued 25. 2d. 


The character given of this performance by one- 


of the Monthly Criticks, is conceived in the follow- 


ing terms This piece (if we may be allowed the 


expreſſion) may be regarded as a modern IRISH 


ATLANTIS, in which ſeveral curious Anecdotes 


« of the following perſons are preſerved. 
Lord Kingſboroughz;. © Miſs Wr, 


Lord Carteret; Brigadier Meade, 
Sir John B—n of the © Sir Edward Montague, 
Neale. Colonel Duncom, 

Mrs. Barber, Earl of Cheſterfield, 
Mrs. Grierſon, . Lord B-—, * 

Dr. D—l—ny,. Cornet Kg, 
Dr. George Vanlewen Aw F—t, Eſq; 

of Cork, Lord Ln, 


Colonel N—gh of Bal- © Lord Ligonier, 


„uz The Rev. Mr. [—b, 
7 


aron D—n, Colley Cibber, 


© Ch—s O*N—, Eſq; * Mr, Thomas Sheridan, 


Sir J—-n F—ke and Mr. Garrick, 
lady, © Mr, Theo. Cibber, 


Mrs. and Miſs B—ch, The widow Pockrich;. 


* Mr. ard Mrs, Codding- with a copy of her ce- 
ton of Oldbridgetown lebrated epiſtle to the 


near Drogheda, Archbiſhop of Canter- 
* Sir Ch—s Me, | bury, now firſt printed 
Arthur H—], Eſq; from her original ma- 
Late Lord Roſs, nuſcript, 
Earl of Kildare, Weſtley the Methodiſt, 
Capt. Pockrich, &c ; 


Our author's narrative is enlivened, and receives 
conſequence by the introduction of a variety of 


« anecdotes and little epiſodical ſtories of the above- 


© mentioned perſons. 


The firſt volume is chiefly taken up with his own- 


adventures, which, however, do not ſo much in- 
« tereſt 


2 PI as „ „ 
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tereſt the reader from their: ſtrangeneſs, as from 
the agreeable manner in which they are related; 


domeſtic diſtreſs, the inſolence of the N 
and the uncontinuing profeſſions of premature 


friendſhips, make up the detail. Being early in- 


volved in his mother's diſpraces, he met ſeberal, 


dy to harbour and relieve him; but every repeat- 
ed ſolicitation diminiſhing their ſenſibiluy, they 
all at laſt abandoned him, and charged upon his 


4 
6 
4 
+ 
* who, in the firſt impulſe of tenderneſs, were rea- 
= 
46 
93 
6 
6 


inſolence or ingratitude that coldneſs, which pro- 
ceeded only f. 
ſympathy with his diſtreſs, 


This performance was firft publiſhed by dub 
ſeription: ſeveral names of people of the firit” 


faſhion appeared upon the lift, We muſt own, 


whatever praiſe it might reflect on them, added 


none in our eye to the merits of the aathor-. We 


Ry 
c 

however, that patronage extorted from the great, 
« tool: up his'book wich a weden io be Aena: 


== even — — poled us to read a pet- 
formance 


to the author: the eaſy ſimplicity of his manner, 


the flowing elegance of his ſtyle, and a prettinefs/ 


* of thinking, ſo much reſembling that of his mo- 


ther, the well-known Letitia Pilkington, entire - 


ly altered our ſentiments; nor can we avoid claſ- 


fing it among the moſt amuſing performances that 


Aube appeared this ſeaſon.“ 


— _ — _——— EY 3 


Axrierz. IV. 


H E. Lies, extraordinary HisToxy Ly In- 

TRIGUEs of the Chevalier, OHN TA - 
LOR, Occuliſt; who has been on his travels up- 
wards of thirty years, thro* England, Ireland, Scot- 
land, and the reſt of Europe: Containing his ad- 
ventures in London, Dublin, Paris, &c. Written 
from authentic materials, and publiſhed by his ſon, 


[ 


om their own. diſcontinuance of 


us uſhered hen the- world with indif- 
* ference and even contempt. But as we proceeded | 
in his narration, we began to become reconciled ' 


P 4 Joann 


- 
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Joann TAvTox, of Hatton-Garden, London.— 
In tæuo volumes bound together, price 25. 2d: ſcaued, 
17. 72d. 6 
Character of this work from the REVIEW. | 
In the courſe of our reviewing, we have not re- 


* ceived more entertainment from the peruſal of any 
work of amuſement, than what this agreeable and 


lively novel afforded us. The maſterly manner 


in which it is wrote, , convince us the Doctor had 
© but little hand in it. It abounds with wit, ſatire, 

and a variety of humorous incidents, related in 
fluent language, perfectly adapted to the ſcenes, 

which, thé very delicate reader will wiſh were in 
higher life; however, they are perpetually ſpirit- 
* ed, and diſcover an. uncommon quickneſs of 
thought. The exploits of the matchleſs hero of 
this ſtory, founded upon facts ſa manifeſt; exceed, 

in number and entertaining adventures, the moſt- 
fertile romance that invention has hitherto pro- 

duced; a character ſo complex, and ſo contraſted,” 
* no age, perhaps, or country has beheld. It looks 
as if nature in a playful frolic, had thrown him 
out to the world, in order to ſhew-mankind how - 
reaſon and paſſion, how genius and caprice, could 
counterwork each other within the human mind, 
and mark out a moral -prodigy. made, up of all ex- 
tremes. Our author's manner is.conciſe, yet per- 
ſpicuous; his. alluſions are, truly comic, and his 
obſervations ſenſtble and animated; his ſentiments 
are forcible, and his ſatire moſt 2 ſevere. 
His deſcriptions are a ſpecies of compoſition in 

which he diſplays uncommon talents for wit and 
humour. Where he ſteps aſide from truth, (by 

way of muſic between the acts, and plays upon 

his invention) he entertains us. with ſpecimens of 
facetiouſneſs, equaled, by none in our language, 
« ance the days of Harry Fielding,” 
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ARTICLE. V.. 


bs HE Adventures of JACK FITZPATRICK, 


embelliſhed with a copper-plate frontiſpiece 
of a NicaT-Scense.—Price baund in calf and lettered. 
23. 81d: ſewwed 2:5. a £51374 | * 

Account of this work from the REVIEW. | 
The hero of this piece is a fortune- hunter: in 
* the proſecution of his dene. he meets with 
ſeveral adventures, which are happily conceived, 
* and related with genuine humour. We ſhould 


QS.,.a 803 


who appears, from this ſpecrmen, well qualified 
to entertain the public. It is embelliſhed with 
an ingenious frontiſpiece, repreſenting one of the 
ghero's adventures, bebe a Night Scene in a new 
© taſte, well executed by the engraver. To diverſify. 
the volume, the incidents of our hero's hiſtory bein 
© all of the droll kind, the reader is preſented with 
« ſome new novels in a more refined taſte,* _ . 


4 
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TAGAZIN DES Exrans. The POLITE. 
TUTOR and TUTORESS, or the Young - 
GENTLEMAN: and LADIES INSTRUCTOR ; being a 
Series of Dialogues between Mrs. ArraBLe,. a 
ſenſible Governeſs, and ſeveral of her Papils of the 
firſt rank; in which the young ladies are made ts 
think, ſpeak and act, in a manner ſuitable to their 
reſpective tempers, diſpoſitions, and capacities. 
No leſs care being taken to form their hearts to 
virtue than to cultivate their underſtandings. with 


uſeful knowledge. In this work are included 
leſſons in GeocraPHy, and a clear abridgement 


of Sacred and Profane H15Tory,. interſperſed with 
ufeful RREFIECTIoRs, Fals, Moral Tails, 
Songs, &c. for their amuſement: A very proper 


ſtudy for young Gentlemen and Ladies of faſhion, 


eſpecially thoſe at Boarding-ſchools. By Madam 
LA PRxixessE DE BRAUuuON TH; tranſlated from 
R 5 ' the 


be glad to ſee more of this author's productions, 
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the French. To which is added, the PE RF I- 
DIOUS ORPHAN; and the DO U- 
BLE ESCAPE; two new NOVELS, never 
before printed. The laſt novel was wrote by 
the late celebrated Mrs. ManLy, author of the 
Atlantis, but never before printed. In the opinion 
of thoſe: who have read it, it is equal to any thing 
of the kind yet extant in the Engliſh language, for 
ingenuity of plot, elegance of ſtyle, purity of the 
moral, and intereſting cataſtrophe, with an Ad- 
dreſs to the , maſters and governeſſes of Boarding- 
ſchools. Inſcribed by the editor to Lady AuzLIA 
FiTzGERALD, eldeſt daughter of the moſt noble 
Jauss Marquis of Kildare. In two Volumes: 
Price, neatly bound together in red Leather and gilt, 
25. 2d. a | 


s Thoſe who buy ſix together (for ſchools, or - 
to make preſents of) to have a ſeventh gratis. 
The following are the opinions of the authors of the 

- MonTaLy ard CRITICAL Reviews, with regard 

to this work. k | 

This is the prettieſt book of the kind that we 
have ſeen: it is written in the ſocratic manner, 
and cannot fail of entertaining, while it improves . 
the young readers for whoſe uſe it is intended. 
«* Manpan DE BEAUMONT is excellent in this way, 
*.&c.* See Monthly Raview, Vol. XVII. Page 
504. . 

; When it is remembered how much the happineſs. 
of ſociety, - and the good of mankind, depends 
upon the education of its individuals, we ſhall be 
© pardoned for taking notice of one of the beſt 
© works that has been written to that end: the in- 
© tention of thoſe dialogues is to give a juſt way of 
thinking, ſpeaking and acting, to young people, 
according to their different ſtations in life: And 
« they every where contribute to enlighten the un- 
« derftanding, to form the heart to goodneſs. 
Here we find the uſeful and agreeable happily 
« blended, a ſort and clear abridgement of facred 
« and profane hiſtory, and ſome leſſons in geogra- 


phy. 
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* phy. As our young diſcourſers and their gover- 
6 Tels advance in their ſubject they become more 
« ſenſible and pleaſing, like good wine that grows 
better from age, The eaſy reflections and maxims 
of decency and good breeding cannot but be f 
« ſervice to ſuch as are charged with the education 
of young females, &c.*. See Critical Review for 
Auguſt 1757, Page 177. 8 
„ This work has already gone through fix 


editions, viz, two in Paris in the orignal French; 
5 o in London, in Engliſh: and now a ſecond in 
| Jublin. . = . „ 2 | : | N 


* 
* * * * 
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| ArTICLE VII. | 

FT HE-CENTINEL :- By the Earl of CE- 

1 TERFIELD, and the other authors of the 
WORLD. Executed on the ſame plan of the 
SrrCTATOR, TaTLER;,. GuarDian; RAU LER, 
ADvenTURER,. &c. Complete in 2 Vols: inſcribed 
to PRILIT STAN HOF E Earl of Cheſterfield.— Price, 
. bound in calf”s leather and lettered,” 56. 5d. ſeed in 
„ 

One of the Monthly Critics ſpeaks thus of the 
CENTINEL, as Sueceſſor to the WORLD. 
Ae infant Phutzix from the former ſprings, 
Hi, Abe Heir, 2 f his AS EY: 
' Shakes off his parent duſt, his method he purſues, © 
And the Jams leaſe of life on the ſame term-rentws. - 
7 . . * IWeDSn's Ovid. 
»Tbere was a time, and that we believe within 
$. moſt. of our readers remembrance, when the Sexc- 
rares „and Guarniay were held in ſuch hig!) 
eſtimation, that a periodical paper of the ſame 
nature and on the fame: plan, would have been 
looked on as a vain and fruitleſs attempt, or rather 
© ava kind of literary treaſon againſt. the univerſally 
acknowledged ſovereignty of $7 EEL and ADDISON, . 


\* whoſe extraordinary and deſerved ſucceſs had inti- 


madated 


BOOKS, printed by and for J. Hokx, junior, 

« midated every writer from ſtriking into their paths, 
and of courſe turned the tide of genius into ano- 
ther channel. Prejudice, however, by degrees 8 
ſubſided: New manners, and faſhions ariſing 
brought. with them freſſi matter of obſervation, 
and treſh fund for ridicule; ſome men, therefore, 

. of courage and abilities took the liberty to walk 
in the ſteps of their predeceſſors, and met with the 
reward of their labours in, the cauſe of truth, 
learning and virtue. Some writers have of late 
years. 88 up amongh us. who would not have 
diſgraced what we gener ly conſider as our Auguſtan 
Age. There is a ſprightlineſs and vivacity running 
through theſe papers, which keeps our attention 
always awake to them, and which ſeems to be the 
genuine and natural effect of the good humour 
and chearfulneſs of the author. What SRHAkES- 
PEAR Calls, the form and preſſure: of the: times, is 
more immediately vifible in the CENTINEL than 
in any thing of chis kind we have yet ſeen. There 
is alſo a ſire and ſpirit -peculiar to. good painters, 
which animates, invigorates, and enlivens the 
whole, &c. &c.? ou tact hes 
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Savages; of their ſcalping, burning, * 
orth America duting his 
reſidence among them. Compretending in the 
whole, a ſummary of the tranſactions of the ſeveral 
provinces of North America, from the commence- 
ment of the war-in thoſe'parts ; and à deſcription. 
of New England, New York, Penſylvania, Mary- 
land, Virginia, Carolina, Nova Scotia, and Cana- 
da: likewiſe, the cities of Boſton, Phitadelphia, 
New York, &c. Alfo, a diſcourſe on kidnapping, 
with proper directions for tradeſmen and others to 


avoid 
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avoid ſlavery, when tranſported from their native 
country. Written by himſelf. Dedicated to the 


Rt. Ho 


n. William Pitt, Eſq.——Price ten Pence. 
Such an account is given in ſome parts of the 
work * as (in the words. of the author) will 
«. prove. of beneficial ſervice to tradeſmen and 
others wha may have a deſire of EN their 
«. fortunes in America. But as you are ſo blindly 
6 and falſely informed, by thoſe who would make 
your ignorance their. gain, telling you many 
«. things, that never will come ta 3 I will; in- 
form you. of ſuch as will be to your adyantage, 
„ which. I can well teſtify for truth.? 1 
In this Volume is related an amazing ſtory of 
one Maclusk an Iriſhman: alſo, the Memoirs 
and adventures of Mr. CRAwTORD and Miſs Lons. 


—— — 1 . * E 5 


I . 1 An richt IX. | | 
EE LADIES FRIEND; being a Muszun 

for the Fair-Sex, or Cabinet of Polite Litera- 
ture- and Rational Amuſement for Ladies. With an 
epiſtle to the- moſt noble the Marchioneſs of K[L- 
BARE. By Evyenrosine.—Price bound in calf and 
dae 21. sid, Jewel 24. 28. 
„From che entertaining variety and novelty of 
the plan whereon this work 1s conſtructed, it is hum- 
bly ſuppoſed it cannot fail of being received with 
univerſal ſatisfaction. | —_ Ow 

Thou, NoveLTY, art my Goddeſs. 


* 


9 


L 3 | 1 10 8 0 I H f A. a 
concerning which the following letter has appeared 
in the PusLic LS DOER, a London literary payer.— 

Among the number of Novels lately publiſhed, 

L muſt confeſs. I am, not a little pleaſed with one 

© adorned with the name of, a lady, who, without 

any hyperbole, may be ſtiled, The glory of the fe- 
46 


male 
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male ſex, and an honour to the Britiſh nation. Har- 
RIOT STEWART, the FEMALE .QuixoTE, Hen- 
'RIETTA, &c. are laſting monuments of her fine 
"<. taſte: and. ſuperior genius as an original writer; 
and the elegant Engliſn dreſs ſhe has given to 
SuLLY's Memoirs, (which on various occaſions, 
I have quoted and applied, to the ſatis faction of 
the public) and BRUNO T's Greek I bratre, now 
publiſhed in three volumes quarto, ſufficiently 
evince her thorough knowledge of the languages, 
and her abilities as a tranſlator. Moſt of her ori- 
ginal pieces have alſo obtained the approbation of 
foreigners, and have been tranſlated into French 
and other languages. I hope this circumſtance 
alone will procure The Hiftory of SorhIA DaRN- 
* LEY, what the intrinſic merit of the work it- 
* ſelf deſerves, a favourable reception from the 
public. Mrs. Lennox has forfeited no part of 
« -her reputation by this publication, which I warm 
ly recommend. as one of the beſt and moſt pleaſ- 
ing novels that has appeared for ſome years. The 
| © ſtory is quite new, uniform, and. intereſting ; 
* the W are natural and properly ſupported; 
the ſtile equal, eaſy, and well kept up, ſinking 
uno where below the level of genteel like a com- 
_ © pliment which cannot be paid to one of the moſt 
celebrated novel writers we have. Prozus.“ 


The authors of the Monthly Review, ſpeaking of 
the Memoirs of the duke de Sully, ſay, That - 
the tranſlation is judiciouſly executed, the lan 
« guage 1s eaſy and proper for the 0 and ſuch 
as may well become the fair hand to which the 
* public is obliged for the Female Qulxote, and 
Shakeſpear illuſtrated.” In ſhort, Mrs. Lennox 
has not written or tranſlated any thing but what has 
obtained the warmeſt commendations from'all the 
Reviewers, . and from the Public in general. - - - 
„ As the Labs Frrenp confiſts of two parts, 
_ publiſhed at different times, either part may be had 
aa 24 265 e 200534 5) 09 een, 
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ARTICLE: X. 


| POLLO: or the SoncGsTER's UnivERSAL 
LIBRARY: Being a collection of all the Songs 
in the Engliſh language, old and new, on Love, 
Mirth, War, Hunting and Drinking ; likewiſe the 
Paſtoral Ballads, Loyal and Sea Songs, Duetts, 
Cantatas, &c. contained in the ſeveral theatrical 
pieces and oratorios, or thoſe ſung at the gardens in 
theſe” kingdoms : Interſperſed with many 1rif, 
Engliſh, and Scotch Songs of mirth and oddity, that 
have hitherto been only handed about incorrectly in 
manuſcript: This „ being the firſt, contains 
upwards of 200 modern Songs, with other articles, 
viz. 1. The new. art of Singing, by Dr. Arne, 
conſiſting of conciſe inſtructions, whereby a perſon 
of the leaſt capacity, and but an indifferent voice, 
may ſpeedily attain this moſt agreeable accompliſh- 
ment. 2, A. new Song with the Muſic (by way of 
frontiſpiece) wrote and ſet for a celebrated catch 
club in Dublin. 3. The whole of a new muſical 
performance, intitled, The SULTAN. Another 
new entertainment entire, intitled, The ExchAx r- 
ER,—Price 1s. 14: or, ſeaued up with the ſecond part, 
(intitled the WRZAT R,) 25. 2d: bound 25. 83d, 


N. B. None of the Songs contained in the /econd 


t are inſerted in 2h#s fe part. Either part ma 
be had alone for Is. 1d. | 2434 


An Account of this Work: 


ON is at leaſt of as great antiquity as 6 
8 itſelf, and, we have 7 tO 3 wa 
the original of it. Among the ancient Pagans it 
was uſed in- celebrating the noble exploits of their 
heroes and patriots: tor inftance, Hower's Liad, 
it is ſaid, was a number of Ballads compoſed by the 
poet, and ſung by himſelf, to commemorate the 
| heroic actions of his countrymen at the Siege of 
Troy.—We ſhall now make a ſtride from the lad, 
to this modern collection of ſongs, which being up- 
on a more extenſive plan than any hitherto offered 
. 


% 
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to the public, we intreat indulgence for a ſhort ac- 
count of the deſign. 

This, and the ſucceeding Parts, are intended to 
contain every detached Engliſh and Scotch Song 
extant; together with. thoſe in the ſeveral Theatri- 
cal Pieces, ſuch as the Beggar's Opera, Contrivances, 
Damon and Phillidn, Chaphe, Shepherd”s Lottery, Jo- 
via Crew, Dragon of Wantley, Comus, &c. Alſo, 
thoſe in Acis and Galatea, Alexander's Fiaft, Deborah, 
Sampſon, Solomon, Foſpua, Judas Maccabeus, Efther, 
and the other Oratorios: In fine, we purpoſe to 
comprize in the SoxncgsTER's LIBRARY, ALL the 
Songs, Odes, Duetts, Cantatas and Catches, new 
and o in the Engliſh language, wherever to be 
found. For which end we have, with much in- 
duſtry, and at great expence, furniſned ourſelves 
with every collection of Songs that has been pub- 
liſhed in England, Ireland, or Scotland; and tho 
each collection is, for the moſt part, but a repeti- 
tion of the Songs contained in the others, yet the 
advantage we ſhall reap from having before us all 
the Colle&ions that have appeared in this language, 
is very conſiderable, as we ſhall be able to collate 
or compare every fong with the various copies of it, 
and by that means corre& errors, reſtore lines 
omitted, and, in ſhort, give the moſt accurate and 
perfect copy of each . 75 

It will be interſperſed with many Songs (never 
yet printed) by WL of eminence much eſteemed 
for their Wit, Humour, and Oddity : And there 
will be given a complete alphabetical GLOSSARY, 
or explanation of the Scorch words. 

Each Volume will conſiſt of two parts, or Num- 
bers: A number or part, price 1s, 14. to be pub- 
liſhed every thres months, fo that a Volume will be 
compleated every ſix months, and two in a year, 
with copious and fſatisfatory Indexes. 

Each part will have a different title, and may be 
had fingle, or with the other part of the Volume, 
bound or ſewed. 

Number II. The ſecond part of the firſt Vol. is 
intitled, The WxzzaTa,, or Songſter's Pocket Com- 

panion. 
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- Panion. Price 1s. 14. The advertiſement whereof 


ſee in the following pages. 
Number III. The firſt part of the ſecond Vol. is 
intitled, The BAcchANAL, or Chearful Songſter. 
Price 1s. 1d. The advertiſement whereof ſee in 
the following pages. | ” 
Number IV. The ſecond part of the ſecond Vol. 
is intitled, Wir, Women, and Wing; or the 
Mirth-Loving Songſter. Price 1s. 14. The ad- 
vertiſement whereof ſee in the following pages. 
As this work greatly exceeds any thing of the 
kind, it is hoped it will meet with encouragement 
adequate to its merit. From the plan, the Voung 
and Gay may expect to find in the courſe of the un- 
dertaking, a correct and faithful copy of every Song 
wherewith they have been entertained at the Gar- 
dens or Theatres ; while thoſe of a more advanced 
age or antiquated taſte, may be aſſured of meeting 
with, in this Magazine of Songs, all the old merry 
Ballads, that beguiled their youthful hours, and 
charmed by a -poignancy of expreſſioa, wit and hu- 
mour, (unknown in modern Song) and will, in a 
manner, renew the delights they taſted of in the 


days of yore. 


r —— . ot. 
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4402 4H ARTICLE. XI. u 
HE WREATH; or, SoxcsrER's Pocxzr 
: Comryanion: Being a colleQion of the 
Songs, Dialogues, and Cantatas ſung of late years 
at the Theatres and Gardens of London and Dublin. 
Interſperſed with various ſongs-adapted to the ſeveral 
ſocieties of Maſons, Friendly Brothers, Bucks, 
Bacchanalians, Sportſmen and Choice Spirits, &c. 
and thoſe dedicated to Cupid and Mars, among 
which' are ſeveral not before made public. The 
whole ſo judiciouſly ſelected, as not either to de- 
prire the Humouriſt of his laugh or crimſon over 
| the 
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the virgin cheek of Beauty. Four of the ſongs are 
printed with the muſic, taken from folio plates. 

Poe fearch'd the fields of every kind; 
The f-oeeteft flowers we choſe, - 
And Jend them in a WrxEaTh to bind 
My Roſalinda's brows. * . 
This is the ſecond part, or number, of the Ar- 
POLLO, advertiſed above. Price 15. 1d. or, bound 
up with the firſt part 26. 81d. ſeed 25. 24. | 
N. B. None of the ſongs contained in the f 


part are inſerted in this ſecond part, which contains 
the celebrated K:/ternan ballads. 


* 
. 


Ax Trick E. XII. 


HE BACCHANAL; or, CHEARTVUI SONGs- 
' TER. Being a collection of Songs for all 
thoſe who would render themſelves agreeable, divert 
Company, kill Care, and be joyfel'; Where tlie 
high ſeaſon'd Wit and Humour will be a ſufficient 
logy for a bad yoice, and whereby ſuch as have 
2 toler2ble one will be able to ſhine. Conſiſting of 
a greater number of valuable and real OxicinaLs 
than were ever before publiſhed in any ſingle col- 
lection; befides a choice variety by GEO. ALEX. 
STEvEns, Harry Howard, FRANK HamonD, 
Mr. Mozzzn, and others; many of which were 
quite out of print, and are not to be met with in 
any other wal whatever ; with the new ſongs ſung 
at the Theatres and Gardens of both kingdoms. 
To which is added, a collection of Toaſts, Hob- 
Nobs, Sentiments /erious and comic, with ſome leaves 
of clean writing paper for adding ſuch Sentiments 
&c. as may occur to the poſſeſſor of this book. 
This is the hd number, or firſt part of the ſecond 
Vol. of AyorLLo, advertiſed above.——Price 1s. 1d. 
or, bound up with the ſecond part of the ſecond Vol. in- 
titled, Wir, Women, and Wine) 2s. 83d: ſewed * 
25. 2d. | 
N. B. None of the Songs inſerted in this third 
| number. 
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number of AroLLo, are contained in the two 
former numbers, or in the ſucceeding. 

| | The EviToR to the Reader. 

4 * HE editor of this book has only to regret that 
« * feveralof his ingenious friends, whoſe avowal 
* would have done him honour, (aRuated by the 
© innate modeſtly which ever accompanies good 
© ſenſe) have begged to have their names concealed. 
© What he has therefore previouſly to acquaint his 


© reader withal is, That in this collection he has 


* ſpared no labour in procuring both Ox IN ALs 
* and other vaLuaeLe Sonos, which were only 
* at preſent to be had in manuſcript. And he has 
* alſo thought his duty to reſcue ſome other Valuable 
performances from the hands of theighorant, Where 
in many, very many inſtances, he found them ſo 
* maimed and diſtorted, that the nt muſt have 
© bluſhed to own his offspring. This laſt office the 
editor conſidered as adebt * to merit and genius] 
for as detached ſongs, wherein the writer have ſo 
* far ſucceeded as to meet with general approba- 
* 200, are ſubie to de often treuſeribed, it too 
frequently h + that great violence is done 
. © both to the 227 and harmony; and what is ſtill 
more eruel, theſe elegant little performances 
* (which ha not to be written to an old tune) 
* generally fall into the hands of the crotchet mon- 
« gers, between whom and the fell hand'of the en- 
« graver, ſenſe falls a victim to ſound and illiterate 
* filly; as the intelligent reader muſt have often 
* obſerved with concern, when from the miſ-ſpell- 
* ing and other barbarities, he has been at a loſs to 
recover either the poetry or ſentiment.” | 


Arier XIII. 


| IT, WOMEN, and WINE; or, The 
| M1irxTa-Loving SoncGsTER. A collection 
of original Songs, Odes, Cantatas, Catches, Bur- 
lettas, &c. ſatirical, political, comical, tragi- 
comica!, farſical and paſtoral, in the Ii, Scotch, 
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Halian, and Engh/h taſte : to which is annex'd, the 
' celebrated Dutch and German ſtory of Mynheer 
VansLAwKEw and Mynheer EurRhARSOL, as it was 
exhibited. by the author at the 'ti:cacres in London, 
with the hagheſ applauſe. Aliſo; ſeveral of the 
new Songs ſerious and comic, which, for want of 
room, were omitted in the BacchANAL; together 
with explanations of ſuch Sentimenrs in that col- 
lection as are ambiguous.— Price 1s. 14. : or, Bound. 
up with the BACCHANAL, (the firſ part of this wol.) 
2s. 82d. ſeaued 25. 2d. 
N. B. This is the 4th number, or ſecond part of- 
the ſecond Vol. of AroLLo, advertiſed above. 
None. gf the Songs contained in this part, are inſert- 
ed 1n any of the preceding parts or numbers, 


4 


* 
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ARTICLE XIV. 


MUSEUM for Young GenTLemen and La- 
A DIES; or, Pate Tutor and Pocket Library. 
Being the moſt uſeful and entertaining Companion 
for the Youth of both Sexes ever offered to the pub- 
lic. Printed from the laſt London edition, with the 
addition of 82 pages not in any former impreſſion ; - 
and illuſtrated with 27 neat metal plates. Price, 
neatly bound in Calf and lettered, 25. 2d: plain bound 
in Sheepſkin, 15. Iod. 


CT TO NTFNTS; 


1. An introduction concerning education. 2. Di- 
rections for reading with elegance and propnety, 
3. Notes and points uſed in writing or printing. 
4. A compendious hiſtory of England, with an ac- 
count of all the kings and queens. 5. The hiſtory 
of Ireland, ancient and modern, with an account of 
the kings. * 6. The preſent ſtate of Ireland, and 
— 1 thereof. 7, Of the cities, towns, 
rivers, mountains, curioſities, c. of Ireland. 
* 8. A deſcription of the Giant's Cauſeway with a 
cut. 9. The.conſtitution of Ireland. 10. An 
account of the Iriſh wolfdogs, &c. 11. An ac- 
count of the Solar Syſtem. 12. Of the Moon, 2 
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the reſt of the planets. 13. Of the Earth. 14. Of 


the circles on the globe, with a cut; the zones, 


climates, &c. 15. Of the land and water, 16. Of 
the four quarters of the world, Europe, Aſia, Afri- 
ca, and America. 17. An hiſtorical and geogra- 
phical account of Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Muſ- 
-covy or Ruſſia, France, Germany, Holland, Flan- 
ders, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turky in Europe, 
Tartary, China, India, Turky in Aſia, Perſia, 
Egypt, Barbary, Zaara or the deierts of Africa, 
the land of the Negroes, Ethiopia, Guinea, Mexi- 
co or new Spain, New Mexico or Granada, Flo- 
rida, Canada, Terra Firma, Peru, the land of the 
Amazons, Brazil, Chili. 18. Rules for behaviour. 
19. An account of days, weeks, months and years. 
20. Tables of weights and meaſures. 21. Multi- 
plication- table. 22. The pence- table. 23. A ſa- 


tisfactory and inftrutive account of the arts and 


ſciences. 24. An account of the ſeven wonders of 
the world, with cuts, of each, 25. Of the burning 
mountains. 26. Liſt of things neceſſary to be 
known by every perſon. 27. Explanation of the 
moſt common abreviations of words. 28. Of num- 
bers expreſſed by letters. 29. Old ſtyle and new. 
30. Eſſay on taſte. 31. Letters, poems, tales and 
fables. 32. The country ſquire and his man John. 
33- Story of the duke of Orleans. 34. The ftory 
of Alnaſcar. 35. Of Giotto the Italian. 36. Truth 
and falſehood, a tale. 37. The hare and many 
friends, 38. Advice to a young man upon his en- 
tering into the world. 39. Brunetta and Phillis. 


40, The dying words and behaviour of three great 
men, &c. &c. 


A liſt of the Cuts. 


* 1. A proſpect of the Giant's Cauſeway. 2. Re- 
preſentation of the ſolar ſyſtem. 3. The figure of. 
the globe. 4. A Swediſh man and woman in their 
proper dreſſes. 5. A Muſcovite man and woman. 
6. A French man and woman. 7. A German man 
and woman. 8. A Dutch man and woman. . A 
Spaniſh man and woman. 10. A Portugueze man 
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and woman. 11, An Italian man and woman, 
12. A Turkiſh man and woman. 13. A man and 
woman of Tartary. 14. A Chineſe man and wo- 
man. 15. An Indian man and woman. 16. A 
Perſian man and woman. 17. An Egyptian man 
and woman. 18. A Negroe man and woman. 
19. An American man and woman. 20. The tem- 
ple of Epheſus. 21. The walls of Babylon. 
22. The tomb of Pharos. 23. The —— of 
Egypt: 24. The tomb of Mauſolus. 25. The 
Coloſſus of Rhodes. 26. The image of Jupiter 
Olympus. 27. A proſpect of mount Veſuvius. 

(> Thoſe articles marked with an aſteriſk, above, 
are not in the London edition, 


ARTICLE. XV. 


HE LIFE of EDWARD Earl of CLA- 
RENDON, Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land, and Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford: 
containing, - 
I. An account of the Chancellor's Life from his 
Birth to the Reſtoration in 1660. | 
II. A continuation of the ſame, and of his Hiſto- 
ry of the GRAND REBELLION, from the Reſto- 
ration to his Baniſhment in 1667. 


WIr TEX by HIMSELF. 


Printed at the Clarendon printing houſe in Ox- 
ford, from his original manuſcripts given to the 
univerſity by the heirs-of the late earl of Clarendon: 
and, reprinted ia Dublin by J. Hot, jun. page 
for page with the Oxford edition, in 3 Volumes 
octavo, price, bound in calf and lettered, 145. 1d: 
ſeed 125. 64.—He has alſo re- printed this work 
in one Vol. folio, to match the editions in that ſize 
of the hiſtory of the Rebellion—Price bound 155. 
An account and character of the above work, extrafted 

from the CRITIcAL and MonTHLY Reviews. 


Nothing could be a more acceptable preſent to 
© the public, than theſe remains of the great 9291 
ITE 
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of CLAKENDON, , which throw a variety of new 


lights on ſome intereſting: parts of the Engliſh 
hiſtory, and at the ſame time contain an ample 
and ſatisfatory apology for the conduct of that 
worthy nobleman : A nobleman, who, as he 
owed his fortune and dignity ſolely to his own 
perſonal merit; fo he derived his diſgrace and 
ruin from no other cauſe than his own inflexible 
virtue. * 85 | 30/20 , 
© The editor of this performance tells us in the 
reface, that it remained unpubliſhed ſo long, 
becauſe the author intended it only for the infor- 
mation of his children: That the late Lord 
Hyde left by his will, this and the other remaing 
of his great grand father in the hands of truſtees, 
to be Patek at the univerſity preſs in Oxford ; 
and directed that the profits ariſing from the ſale 
ſhould be employed towards the eſtabliſhing a 
riding ſchool in the univerſity : But, his Iordſhi 
dying before his father, the property of thels 
papers never became veſted in him, and conſe. 
quently this bequeſt was void. However, the 
noble heireſſes of the Earl of CLAREN DON, out 
of their regard to the public, and the learned 
univerſity of Oxford, have fulfilled the kind in- 
tentions of their deceaſed brother. They have, 
moreover, perfixed, as a firſt part, the hiſtory of 
the Earl of CLARENDOx's life, from his birth to 
the year 1660, extracted from a ſeparate manuſ- 
cript of his own hand-writing. The ſecond and 
third Volumes contain a ſequel to his hiſtory of 
the Great Rebellion, deduced from the Reſtora- 
tion to the time of the author's exile, which hap- 
pened in the year 1667. Although there were no 
other vouchers for the authenticity of theſe ſheets, 


the ſtyle and manner would declare them to be 
the work of the great Earl of CLAREN Do“. The 


clearneſs of expreſſion, the dignity of ſentiment, 


the maſterly art of drawing characters, ſo pecu- 


liar to that nobleman, ſhine through the whole 
of this performance. Shall we add, it is likewiſe 


diſtinguiſhed by his ſcrupulous adherence to po 
| . ; | s an 
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and prerogative z his unſhaken averſion to diſſen- 
ters; his contempt of the Scottiſh nation; his 
long periods, and frequent parentheſes . 
WW ieul Review. | 
The reputation of the great Earl of CLanza- 
© pox is fo well known, and eſtabliſhed, that his 
very name is ſufficient to recommend a per form- 
ance, of which he was the undoubted author. 

If any thing, however, could add to the read- 
ers prepoſſeſſion in favour of the work before us. 
© it muſt be the ſolemn manner in which it is 
© uſhered into the world; The original manuſcripts 
appear to have been ſent as a preſent to the uni- 
'c 
c 
K 
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verſity of Oxford, and the Volumes before us are 
abliſhed under the immediate inſpection of that 

learned body, from whence we have room to ex- 

pect the greateſt accuracy. _ == 


The materials here offered to the public, con- 

© tain a variety of intereſting and entertaining 
* anecdotes; never diſcloſed before; ſeveral. of 
Which ſerve to illuſtrate many paſſages in the 
'« hiſtory of thoſe times, And it is not one of the N 
© leaſt advantages of | the hiſtory before us, that it 
brings us more intimately acquainted with the 
character of the celebrated CLarxznpon. As an 
author, he ranks in the firſt claſs of the writers 
of thoſe days. His ſentiments, . though ſome- 
times narrow, are often noble, and generally juſt, 
His diction is manly and copiouus. 
Oxford, Auguft. 4. The right hon. the Earl 
« of Weſtmoreland, chancellor of this univerſity, 
«© having received a letter from the king of Pruſſia 
(written with his majeſty's own hand) expreſſing 
„ his thanks for the preſent lately made Kim b 

„ the Univerſity of the new Volume of Lord CA 

©. RRBNDON“'s hiſtory ; the ſame has been commu- 
© nicated to the vice- chancellor and on Saturda 

c laſt was read to the doctors and maſters in full 
* convocation.” - t 


London Chranicle, Auguſt 7, 1759 
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